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R, John Biddle, one (as be i; 
deſcribed to me) of the moſt 


learned and rational &4- 


mong the Enemies of the 


Roman Church, wrote not long ſince, 4 
book , declaring what opinion he had, 
ont 'f Sgripture, framed to himſelf con- 
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terning the Bleſſed Trinity, nor from 
Scripture alone, but the Fathers of the 
firſt three Celturies nimbly. chopping 
ever,accor ing to the uſnal attiuity of a 
Proteſtant Dottor , above a thouſand 
years at a leap. 

By this way of proceeding he preteral, 
that nertber the Calumift, nor any other 


who ſtick to pure Scripture, nay not the - 


Proteſtant hunſelf,, whaextends Autho- 
rity ro the Fathers of the firſt thiee bun- 
dred years and ne farther, bave any juft 
law, or even the leaſt colour of right to 
cenſure bim. Since he maintains all the 
Principles of every fort, end ont 0 

them, by diſputation, to jAſtifie whate 
ver he has written : Excepting which 

two grownds, (of Scripture , axd the 
writings of thoſe Primitive, Fathers, 
both privately interpreted), there is no- 
thing but wilfulweſ1 ts cauſe any kind of 
Proteſtant, either firmly ro believe any 
concluſion of faith, or rationally cenſure 


any contrary opinion, But rotwith. 


ftanding his ſo conformable plea, and 
that (general allowed poſuton of Liber- 
ty of Prophecying, (the baſis If all 


who 
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who refuſe the judgment of a ſpeaking 
Church) we ſee this man detain'd Pri- 
ſoner bypublick,_ Authority, and his book 
burnt by the hand of the Hang-man. 

This bredygn me, as I ſuppoſe it ded un 
others, the curioſity to have ſpoken with 
him : pphich not being attamable.by my 
ſmall procuremegs, 1 comented that de- 
fire with the ſight of kis Book, Nor 
muſt I deny him this commendation, 
that, admiting the Principle of every 
oues chuſing Religion by Scrienre 
grammatically interpreted , (as 14 the 
manner «f all that r«cede from the Au- 
thority of Traglition) ; he proceeds very 
conſequelfly : Neither do 1 imagin any 
of bus Perſecutors can grue a ſatisf atto- 
ry anſwer ts what he has written © 
which 1s mare confirm'd in me, ſince 1 
underſtood ſame had attempted to con- 
furte lim, others had attually publiſhe 
their books againſt him ;, but the ſucceſs 
of theſe; latter being not found corre- 
ſpondent to expectation, the former 
thought it wiſdom to ſuppreſs their en- 
deavours. . This made the book eſteem'd 
a fared and dangerous piece, by thoſe, 

A 2 


Who, 
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who, though they have no rule to know 
what in Relsgion «5 ſolid, what not, yet, 
by the force of Cu and cenſent of 
the greateſt part of the Chriſtian name, 
are detain'd from renounc;ng the God- 
bead of the whole Trinity; as believin 
it the main foundation ( for a materia 
point) of Chriſtian Eerth , and that 
which has brought forth, for. ſo many «- 
ges , thoſe noble and heroick attions, 
wherewith the ChrifFiar Torld is en- 
richt abave the rude and negletied times 
of Paganiſm. 

Thus conſideravion, or rather expe- 
viment, 4s it convinced qeerly that the 
diſputation between all ſuch eftbere to 
ſole Scripture, are for the moſt part 
purely vain and frunleſs, (for witty 
men will never effer to maintain by 
Scripture what 15 paipably and ungloſſc- 
bly againftit); ſo it made me reflett that 
the di — we Catholicks uſe a- 

roteſtants are ſeldom, and only 

by accident, profitable ;, and at laſt my 

thoughts, doubling and twiſting them-. 

ſelves one with another, ſpun out this en- 
ſang Treatiſe. og W 

. Nor 
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Introduttion. 7 

Nor muſt I permit my ſelf to conclude 
this —_—_ — btrns 7: 
Av, Bigdle's apprat to the Fathers of 
the" firſt three Ages : not becanſe it is 
his, but becanſe it is common to him and 
the Proteftants, and even to the Learr- 
ede/t Calviniſts ; as may be ſeen by the 
works of Chamier, Daille, e>c. theugh 
to my thinking a moſt ridiculous and un» 
er ar p on: For, I wenuld 
willingly kmow how it can fall ito the 
brain of any imdifferently diſcourſrue, to 
doubt whither the fourth age knew not 
what the Fathers of the former ages 
beld, bertgr «hen we can out of their 
works. Ben, more of their writings 
were extant ;, none or few cavils, whuh 
were true, which ſuppoſutitions ,the ſtyle, 
the phraſe, the circumſtances , the 
prattices of that time better underſtood ; 
and, which is chief of all, Witneſſes yet 
living , who either themſelves were 
Contemporaries to them, or, at leaſt, 
knew others that had familiarly con- 
verſed with them ; ſo that , being 
thronghly acquainted with the Opinions 


_ of Ae grery Amthors, they. conld not 


A.4 dowb: 


8 latrodution, 
doubt of the interpretation of ſuch hard 
paſſages as by over-ſight, (natural even 
to the moſt diligent and watchful Wri- 
ters) muſt ſomttmes eſcape from their 
Pens, Theſe were the advantages of 
the fourth Age over. the preſent : if theu 
we can aikjbe fourth Age what theſe 
Fathers held, and hawe their Ar ſivers 
aſſuredly , there can be no compariſon 
berwixt that evidence, and what we 
c«n gueſs at by tboſe Tora and remnants 
of dark ſpeeches nhich #2 many caſes 
muſt be the ſubjeft of our enquiry , if we 
examine thur Bookg. 

And, for a moſt pregngnt inſtance of 
this truth, I need go no fur®er then the 
man we ſpeak.of, Mr. Biddle. Read 
his teſtimonies, they will ſcem to you the 
Contexture of the Books whence they 
were colletted ; ſo large m ſome places, 
ſo continucdly page after page (whereas 
generally our Proteſtant Cuations are 
of a line or two ſpoken by the by, while 
the Authers diſcourſe concern'd another 
buſineſs ) : yet nothing more manifeſt 
then that theſe could nor be the Fathers 
epinions ;, the Council of Nice eglles'the 
Great, 
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Great, that 4s, the whole Chriſtian 
world with open month, and one conſent 
condermgaue the Arrians of novelty, and 
Sr. Athanaſius ſo often wpbraiding to 
their faces, bat their Progenitors were 
only Caiphas and Artemas, and ſuch 
liks, and that their Clergy were fain to 
learn bow to profeſs thew Fauh and 
ſpeak; acertain token they bad former- 
ly been taught the contrary. The loke, 
m eff ett, 4552 ail other Controverſies be- 
_ - Proteſtants and pb of 
onth Age in any re 

Dottrene Fe. hold robe deſcended from 
therr Fore-fathers, or in ien of 
quiet bem the Church, and that t 

Opimon FI ain ft 11 a novel- 
= by a? fu. gry declare the 
Faith of the precedent Age more effica- 
cronfly, then any teftimonies we can 
draw out of thoſe primuzeve works are a- 
ble to compunce : And therefore , f we 
know once what the fourth Age belrevd, 
we immediately may be ſatisfied what 


our ſelves ought to believe, if we deſire to 
be conformable ro the cheap former. 
. 


As Thus 


10 Introduttion, 
Thus thou ſeeft (Rational Reader ) 


the metrves that have induced me to of- 
fer thee my ſlender endeavouys, 4s 4 
thrid to lead thee out of the ambiguities 
and labyrinths of Religion ® wherein our 
Country at this preſent is ſo unhappily 
perplext, The fect of it is, that dif- 
pures at large, as they are commonly 
mannaged, are needleſs, uſeleſs, dange- 
row : Needleſs, be e ave other 
means eafit for thoſe who we otherwiſe 
employ'd, and need believing ; and 
clear, for ſuch as will beſtow the pains 
and time requiſite to apply them +: Uſe- 
leſs, ſince neuber the Owercgmer gains 
his Cauſe, nor the Weaker fe it ;, thu 
only being compared, what theſe two 
Amagomſts did, or , at moſt , could 
Jprak,, which « little or nothing to the 
cauſe it ſelf ;, beſides, ſuch a runving 
Gfeewſ, may fill the heads of the Auds- 
tors, but hardly clear them, there want- 
mg time, and reſt, and quiet, neceſſary 
10 make a mature and ſolid judgment : 
Dangerow, becauſe m ſuch encounters, 
wit, and tongue, and chance , bear a 
great (troak , and often break the bitter 
canſe ; 
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cauſe; and the weaker ſort (apt to judge 
by the event) take 1 impreſſiors and 
ſcandal gs the indiſcretion or muzfortune 
of an oudy-ſer Diſputant. . In a word, 
the intent of this ſbort Drſcourſe 15 to 
ſhew that quiet and ſolitude, where our 
brain is ſerene and ſpirits calm, are far 
more conduciblegto the diſcernm nt of 
truth, eſpecially in Religion, then pub- 
lick, diſpute; ; where, too often, we ds 
nothing but angle provoke one ane- 
ther into mutual animoſities, He that 
prattiſes it, ſhall find the fruit, which 1 
wiſh to all who (tand in need of it. 

As for Mr,Biddle's Book,, if ſuch 
of bis AuSerſaries 4s are ſeparated 
from the Catholick Church can, by their 
Principles, a qo it ; that is, not only 
ſhew the truth to be more oy mn 
Scripture then his Errours, but ſo evi- 
dent that the explications prodacible for 
his party are not tolerable, and by con- 
ſequence clearly to be condemn'd out of 
the ferce of pure Scripture ; the Cathy- 
lick Writers need not engage againſt 
bim. But, if I am not decery'd, who- 
evereundertakes it , meerly upon Pro-- 

_ teſtant 
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teſtant graunds, will find a very difficate 
an = nature of the ys _ 


_ gr nd ep canty adit ion 


bare Text of the is ſo princi- 
pal 4 IIoenmp :- des it may be 
neceſſary to uſe Catholich ar s m_ 
the defence of Chriſtian txath ; to whic 

j theſe Papers may, as leaſt, ms ; 
|) gree, prepare thee. 
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Firt Reflcxion. 


Whats Religion is. 


' O underſtang the Nature of dif- 
putXion m Kelzgion , we mult 
| firſt know what &elg10n it ſelf 
is, We do not here take it in the 
ſenſe of School-Divines , for a ſpecial 
vertue by which we perform the ho- 
nours dU® to Almighty God, to the 
bleſſed Saints his Friends, and what- 
ever holy things -belong to Him and 
His ; But Religion, on our prfent 
Treaty, ſignifies a Skill, or Art, or 
Doctrine whereby to gain eternal 
Bliſs. 

Tocomprehend this the better, we 
muſt r ber it has always been an 
undoubted Truth among the Faith- 
ful, both under the Law of Nature 
and®Myg/es, as alſo ſar more evidently 
under the Goſpel, that Man has two 

B Lives 
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Lives; one in this , Mortality and 
prays ery where we are cantinu- 


ally ſubjz& to change and wh 
dakar which w_ expet ereafter, 
to continue in unſ; happineſs 
For ever, if we bchave our ſelves up- 
rightly here ; qr in endleſs torments, 
if we neglect our duties in this world, 
—s this ſuture life being everlaſt 
ng, and the conſi _ of it both 
fogeed and bad fo 9 exalted a- 
bove the contents ba, Tolſes of the 
preſent, render the Avt 'of attaining 
KN, without compariſon , more ne- 
ceffary and eſteemable tha ny other 
whatſoever ; beyond thE 'craft of 
mg Wealth, in which the Eaſtern 
and. Arabian Wizards place © thejr 
ill” beyond the ——_— and ©6- 
ver - poweri litique 
Staretinen 5 ho > Ahn —_ 
ſnare the World into the neceſſity of 
a wilful bondoge to their unlimited 
ambitions ; the contentment 
of theſe, who; mezlin Prana 
their own Neſt , and entertai 
their days with home-bred anel Ky 
compeſt delights, lavgh at the vain-and 
reſtleſs 
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reſtlcſs Negotiations of ſuch as tor 
moil in the waves of Fortune; a skmtt, 
in newt unparalleld both excellence 
and ganfinitely outweighing all 
other employments and defigns', and 
conſequently deſerving to be refpet- 
ed and ſought after, with our whole 


force and utmdſt endeavours. 
Beſides, Philoſophers offer us ano- 


ther confideratien not to be omitred.. 


They divide mans attions into two 
ſorts; one they ſeem to ſay are the 
actions of Man, as Man ; the other _ 
po_ from him as endowed with . 
ome lar quality , though that 
very quality be proper only to hu- 
mane nature : As no Creature; 
Man- can be a Smith , a Muſitian, # 
Philoſopher, yet no liar ations 
of Co Ro F theniſeives) 
are the ations of Man, as he-is ſuch ; 
but if any ation be done prudently, 
valiantly, juſtly, or temperately, that 
they ſay proceeds from him as man. 
But truly, in my judgment, this is 
nog. properly a diviſion of ations, as 
a but of the degrees or quali- 


tics of the ſame actions. A Smith, or 
B 2 
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Pilot cannot perform their Trades, 
but -their exerciſe muſt be either in 
convenient meaſure and ci ſtan- 
ces, or beſides them; ating. 
ly, is cither prudenit or \mprudent, 
juſt or unjuſt, &c. So that to be ver- 
tugus or vicious is a common quality 
to all ſorts of ations? not a ſpecial 
kind of aCtion ; and yet is the action 
{aid to proceed from,Manygs Man, as 
far as itis vertuous or victbus, Nei- 
ther- is there any action ſo proper to 
Vertue and Vice, as not to include 
ſome other nature in it ſelf : Forti- 


* 2de requires ſome Sw r paſſion 
cin 


to govern, and wher "exerciſe 
courage: Temperance has plcaſures 
to moderate, as in Meat and Drink, 
which belong to another faculty ; the 
objec of Juſtice is civil ations, which 
arc determin'd by Laws & Cuſtoms ; 
Prudence is a common Eye over 


'.. Yet poſfibly, though the ations be 
the fame, the Sciences may be di- 
vers; as, the skill of Muſick and Lo- 

ick is very different from thaeſcifhnce 
chat teacheth to uſe them in time and 
c | place 
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place with moderation ; and the 
Philoſophers aſſign arts to the for- 
formeFgand the ſcience of Morals to 
the latter whence 'tis apparcnt,what 
we call in Chriſtian language Reli- 
in, is correſpondent to that the 
lcathens call Hleoral Philoſophy : 

Correſpondent, I ſay, or rather pro- 
portionable with the imparity of Pa- 
gan darkgeſs r5 the light of Truth; 
delivered us by yr. God, For, 
as the next world was wholly obſcure 
and unknown to thoſe old Philoſo- 
phers, ſo conſequently they muſt 
needs Wyignorant of the true end of 
humane life and ation ; whence it 
follows, that all their skill and ſtudy 
could not bring them to the leaſt acti- 
on perfe& in the way of nature; that 
being impoſſivle to be perfect in re- 
ſpe& of nature, which miſſed of the 
end of nature, nay, did not ſo muck 
as aim at- it, and therefore ſurely 
- could never reach to the proportiorr 
of circumſtances due to that end. 
This concluſion / draw from” theſe 
Phiſ®ſophers, that Religion is, in 
Proportion to Chriſtian hfe, - whas 
B 3 they 
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they eſteem:<d.moral Phyleſophy in or- 
der to a good or happy life. 


———_ — ry 
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Second R eflgxion. 


How Religion is Naturafty to be 
bred in Man-kind. 


- Rom theſe premiſes we clearly 
infer, if Mans Nature were in 
its. dne rletiof®, lig non 
would be as E known, ern 
as much ſcEurity aſſented to, as are 
now the common principles of Na- 


ture and natural living ; for ſince, (ac- 


cording to -the general Maxime of 
Philoſophers, no one ation can be 
exercis'd by Man as Man, but-it muſt 
be either Vertuous. or Vicious ; nor 
ought any ation to be Vicious, but 
all good in the perfection of Nature : 
He ought to have in every paſſage of 
his lifea Rule to ſquare and r&gu- 
late his. proceeding ; for 'tis _ 

%, ni " 
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nifeſt, if he be not very ſecure and 
obſervant of this Diſcipline, he muſt 
unav - ard ſwerve from 
Vertue a ature, nor can be ſaid 
to be puts in thecourſe of Nature, 
or polleſs that ſtate which is conform- 
able to his Nature; wherefore ſince 
Religion is n to raiſe Nature, 
to enjoy the perfection of Man-kind ;. 
he onght & havethe principles of Re- 
ligion evident .to him as the princi- 
es of Nature, 
No leſs is feen out of the former 
pu of our diſcourſe ; for if Religion 
the ghyll Þf obtaining Beatitude, 
and this the end of our birth and be- 
30g in the world, it follows, our ve- 
ry life here cannot be fo directed as it 
ought, but by the ſcience and rule of 
Religion ;- and becuuſe the right dt- 
reftion ro eternal happineſs - is of 
greater value than ovr contmuation in - 
this world , the ſcience 'of atraining 
Neaven ovght to be moreclear to us, 
than the art of guiding our ſelves in 
ayer affairs; wherefore , fince we 
Religion is not now ſo- evident 
and certain tous, as the -prineiples of 
Bg our : 
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our natural and civil life, we may ea- 


lily gather-we are not in the true tem- 
per which humane nature wres, 
Whence we may "ffpne, 7 ax woke 
ſtate in which our firſt Parents were 
Created, had continued rill their mul. 
tiplication might have fill'd the carth, 
the knowledge of G8d, and other 
principles of arriving at celeſtial feli- 
city would have becn agmatural to 
them, as providing Mecat,'& Cloaths, 
and Houſes are now to us; and both 
derived with the ſame connaturalncſs 
from Parents, and embraced with the 
kke, or greater hcat of ion by 
the Children; and that the unfortu- 
nate Apple was the cauſe 'tis not ſo 
now, as well as of all otherdiſorders 
in Man-kind ; whereof this is not the 
leaſt, nay yornngs the ſource of moſt 
of the reſt, as they who look wiſely 
into it will eaſily diſcern. 

The due way therefore to attain the 
knowledg of Religion, is by Nature; 
ſuch Nature / ſpeak of, as we ſce 
works in Children, when whey learn 
their firſt language , which as«t de- 
pends on their Mothers and — 
| Clt- 
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delivery to them, ſo is it not per- 


form'd without the endeavours of the 
little labouring to expreſs their 
minds ; rene Ah in it ſuch prin- 
Ciples, thaF neither one nor other par- 
ty can give over their pains till they 
have brought the effec to arns After 
the ſame manſlet in that hap y ſtate 
of Innocence, Children ſhould have 
been withput particular reflexion, or 
ſtraining their thoughts, train'd upas - 
perfectly in godlineſs as in natural 

qualities, 
And this is clearly deducible out of 
bs nntY of Logic ers = in Gs 

inning 0 jick , where the 

teach that Logick ought to be fk 
learnt as being an inſtrument or me- 
thod ts obtain - other ſciences, and 
therefore to be poſſeſt before you go 
about to endeavour the gaining of 
them, So Religion being the Rule 
of governing our lives well, and as we 
ought, when once we are come to the. 
uſe of reaſon; it ſ&lf is certainly to 
. plantcd in us, before we arrive at 
the age of choyce and diſcretion, A- 
gain, figce no ation ought to be cx- 
B.5, empy ! 
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empt from the direction of Religion, 
not even the very firſt, it neceſſarily 
follows that Religion ſhould take 
poſſefſivn of our hearts ev fore 
reaſon. 

Neither ſpeak 1 this as a thing that. 
only ſhould have been in the ſtate of 
Paradife , but as whatgis connatural 
to'us here, and practiſed by __ 

ood Mothers, who teach their Chil- 
ren their Prayers, and QWmprint in 
their tender minds a. deep conceit of 
Heaven and ene Epurcys they arc ws 
ble to judge of any temporal af- 
Firs rr bs, which "e plainly In-, 
fer, that 'tis the true naturgSf Reli- 
gian to be propagated in Man-kind 
by —_— line and delivery from 
Father to Son, and to be embraced 
in the meer Vertue of ſuch a recepti- 
49 through the natnral credulity- of 
Child:en to their Parents and. Tea- 
chers ; though 1 intend not hereby to 
cxclude, but as riper. years Come on, 
they ovght to improve themſelves, 
and gain ſtronger grounds to confirm 
what they firlt accepred by .a gpl 
inglination to bclieye their Tytors. 


But : 


———_— — i 
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But here ture will be ex- 
areaſon, {ſince we mean not 

in-this © by the term Kelignon, 
the v 
attaini 
ſhould be call'd Religion, To which 


the anſwer is not difkcult, for the end 


we aim at in thi life, belonging to the 
next, of which even the Learned 
know ſohttle, much leſs the ordinary 
ſort of Chriſtians,whoſe capacities are 
low, and their greateſt endeavours 
beſtow'd in temporal employments . 
it- was requifite for our Nature that 


ſo/ named, but the skill-of 
| Bliſs, ) why this - 


this (ci ſhould be delivered vs . 


from himſelf; and coming fr »n 
Him, the moſt conformable way was 


- 


that it ſhould'be done by Command, as - 


being both more fit for his greatneſs, 


& for our infirmity,ſince it argues him 
our Soveraigz Lord, and takes awa 


all poſſibility of diſpute in-us. - Thus 


we ſce the art of obtaining happineſs; 
was now become a matter alſo of o- 
bedience to Almighty God: 

_ Beſides, the object of Beatitude 
Ring the Divine Eſſerice, the way to 


obtain it muſt be an ardent affetion 


fo 1 
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to God, which ing-from an: 
high eſteem, and from ſuch eſteem, 


dutics and ackno of his 
catneſs whom we honog#, it fol- 
—_— the chief, if not®the whole 


$kill of acquiring bliſs muſt conſiſt in 
framing due wiedgments and 
affections . towards. tit God - head; 
and ſo ye _ _ _ di- 

ing viſht from the Yeriue (Of 
_ preceding and dirdting Iz is 
now found coinadent and convertible 
korwng ; _ this bon gs) 
which feem'd @qui ſpoken 
the two, and intruth is, beg potions 
being quite different) yet BEcauſe the 
things executed by both are the ſame, 
the name alſo is juſtly and fitly. de- 
rived from one to the other,. nay, in- 
deed-ſo neceffarily , that , without 
good conſineration, we cannot diſcern 
whercin,they differ. 


Thig 
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TY Reflexion;. 


That, the Relagion, without which 
there is no Salvation , is but 


Ones Y 


T cannot be doubted, out of what 

* We have hitherto diſcourſed, that; 
according to the quality of all 0+ 
other d Sciences, and the 
cuſt rule of Nature in all her 
other proceedings ,' the way alſo of 
conquering the high walls of Heaven 
by our violent affetions , is but one; 
For whatſoever cauſe of it we conſi- 
der, we ſhall find it one, and driving 
to _ If we look upon God, 
who is One, and the laſt End of Reli 
gion ; His being one, argues, that the 
way to enjoy him, is but one: He 
likewiſe being the ſole Maſter of Re- 
ligiong we cannot expect as from his 


inclination . divers . preſcriptions and 
rules , 
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rules to bring the ſame imperfet 
Creature to the ſame perfetion, If 


we conſider Him to be ratiogal, and 
to do nothing wilfully , ggflently it 
affords us lighe to ſee, he doth 


not out of a ſpontanious choyce fall . 
upon this courſe with one Man, and 
another with others, by fancy; | 
but that there is a reaſon for all vari- 
etics , and that ſuch r hath its 
ground from the Creaturey the Unity 
and Simplicity of God not permitting 
the variety to have its offſpring 


purely from him. 
Let us add to this, thet, the way of 
ſtrong reaſon ( other th ich we 


cannot took for in the fountain of all 
reaſon) is demonſtration, and that - 
it goeth by immediate and links, 
the one innexed inthe other, and ri- 
vetted by the community of their Ef 
ſences, cntangling one definition with 
anather : Whence it is evident, a 
perfect demonſtration for one con- 
cluſion can be but one; as being no+ 
thing but the definition diſguiſed, as 
Ariſtotle declares in his books ef Be: 
mon/tration. So. that if I 
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be of bringing Man to the ſame Beati- 
tude, the high and perfet way, only 
proper |@ God can be but one. 


Let ſcend from God to his 
prone Miniſter ; ſo different by his 
umane Nature from God, that by 
the conjunction with his Divine, his 
ways are mAle unſeparable from 
thoſe of the Deity it ſelf. He being 
* ſent to teagh-us the way to happineſs, 
what did hE do ?- He choſe twelve A- 
poltles, thoſe he taught in common 
and Sn, and before all the world: 
Thele ſo in{tructed, He ſent diſperſed 
into all ies to ſow in all Nati- 
ons what tfemſelves had learnt. Can 
we bclieve that every one had his di- 
ſtint Leſſon to Preach in ſeveral quar- 
tcrs of the World ? If they had not, 
then they- muſt needs have planred 
but one, and one muſt be Religion. 
This we ſee confirmed by effe&t be- 
yond all power of contradiction. 
For when upon occaſion of diſſenſions 
theſe ſucceflors met (as in the great 
Council of Nice) they. ſound them- 
ſelves @ll of one Faith, the Errours 
newly ſprung, containing nr” 
wills 
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within the Countrys of their Nativi- 
ty-or ſmall growth : And ſo it conti- 
nues to this very day amopglt thoſe 
who keep the Ancient rp Faith ; 
and by ſo doing, are ſoltly the true 
maintainers of Chriſts Law, 

Let us.now turn our diſcourſe to _ 
the inferiour Inſtruthents of God, 


and ſce that Nature can come but one 
way to one effect , for Ngture is but 
the chain of cauſes deſcending from 
the Throne of the Almighty, and end- 
ing in the particular effect , we con: 
ſider to be done by Nature. Now in 
all this connexion we cKinge find the 
leaſt atome, but if it had Been miſſed; 
the defeR of it had made a defe& in 
the ſubſequent cauſe that mediate 
between it and the effect, and ſo in 
the very effect it ſelf, which from o- 
ther immediate cauſes muſt have been 
another. - Nor is it leſs-cvident, that 
as if any particular cauſe fail the effe& 
is altered in particular; ſo if wetake 
an univerſal effec, ſuch an one as is 
all 'Man kind to come to bliſs, that alſo 
will fail,if any of the cauſes faibwhich 
are ordained for the. compaſſing that- 


—"” ww LE z r 
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that Univerſal effeRt. Clear then it is, 
that there can be but one way ordered 
in the prgvidence of God for the cf- 
feting tity; and the means being 
Keligion, tat there is but one Rel:- 
gion, Yet becauſe in morals things 
ſpoken in common, there is the effect, 
let us advance% particulir inſtance, 
and ask, what is that which is to be 
done in thig World, t may ob- 
tain bliſs if the next the An- 
ſwer is ready, We muſt love God a" ove 
all things, with our whele heart and en. 
deavours, as we know the Praxcept is 
given , gf avhich we cannot doubt 
whether F be natural or poſitive, 
fince it is general toall Laws. 

This being ſo, let us ſee what this 
is, and how to be effected, and pre- 
ſently we find it being a love mult 
come from the motives, and ſo ecf- 
feed by our being taught and puſh- 
ed on,” that is, by the perfeQion both 
of our underſtandings, and our wills 
and affections; fince then, we ſee 
cr good, if rightly propoſed, 

Call ſorts of men; we ſee plain- 
ly the ſame things, whether _ 
tive, 
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lative or practical Ought to be taughe 
toall men, to bring them to this love 
of God; which is plainly, that one 
and the fame Religi 

Preached in the whole weld 


Without a main blur in Our dire&tion 
tOwards Heaven, It would be evi- 


not be hard t6& 
of thoſe two great mo- 
Uves 


OT CIT 
— 
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tives of love; the one, that God ha- 
ving but one only Son, delivered him 
up tor vs Mg ſuch horrid torments as 
ve read of dy Goſpel ; and conſe- 
quently underſtanding the Trimey , 
the immaculate Conception in a Vir- 
gin, and all ongr points neceſſarily 
fpringing from this ſource. The 0- 
er how he fecds us with his Body 
and Blood, wyereby to prepare us to 
the immortality fitting for us. It 
wonld not be hard to deduce the ne- 
ceſſity of a Sacrifice,and of the ſeaven 
mitiations to- theſe ſcaven main Ver- 
tucs and pargPdf Chriſtian life, which 
we call Sacraments; withal, the reti- 
nue of neceſſary truths to their perfeRt 
underſtanding ; likewiſe the propo- 
fitions of eternal glory on the one 
ſide, and unſufferable Eternity in tor- 
ment on the other; as alſo the be- 
ginning and ending of the World,and 
that dreadful day which in fire ſhall 
ſeparate the merits of the divers 
ſtates of Man-kind, and the frightful 
pregaration to it, is the ſhattering of 
the woftd about ovr Ears, which arc 
the main principles of Chrikianity : 
| But 


44 Controverſy-Logick, 


But this requires a large treatiſe, lct 
it at preſent ſuffice; that it is evident, 
if God intend to direct ugrwiſely and 
conformably to our * ure towards 
the end he Created us for, ( which 
he muſt neceſſarily do under ſortei- 
ture of his infinite Wiſdom \and 
Goodneſs, ſhould Ke make Nature 
and us in it,to bring us to our eternal 
well-being, and not provide the 
means for it) his Comthands can be 
no other than of thoſe things , which 
by their cfſences integrate the moſt 
ſtreight and direct way; wherein, 
aid we penetrate the ſe” of things, 
we ſhould of our ow- inclinations, 
and by the knowledge of moral Phi- 
loſophy, both march ourſelves, and 
guide others, 

This being concluded, that Religi» 
o# is but one only ; it follows, if we 
hit orr the right, and live according- 
ly, we are for ever happy; if we 
miſs of it, eternally miſerable , whis 
ther the fault of miſſing be ovrs or no, 
wherein I dcfire to be well upder- 
ſtood, for 1 intend not to 4ſuppoſe 
ſuch miſſing can happen — wy 
ault, 
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ſault, which is another diſputation, 
but only to eſtabliſh this univerſal 
Propolitiog, That who has not the true 
Religion , needs miſcarry in at- 
taimng felicuy. 

By this we ſee on what a dange- 
rous ſhelf they run, who ſeek for re- 
fuge of their nflufragated Conſcien- 
ces on theſe ſhallow 8 deceitful pre- 
tences, I ar. ſay, is good and 
merciful, He&enjoyns us not impoſhbi- 
lities, but is content if we dy our en- 
deavours to fulfil his Precepts;, and I 
for my part am very ready to obey as 
far as I kngwgy nay | Rudy and pray 
to find oufhis Will, and cannot; 
therefore ſurely -I need not trouble 
my ſelf, but caſt away care and truſt 
to the mercy of ſo infinite aGoodneſs: 
For if what we have hitherto labour- 
ed to evince, be true, that Gods com- 
mands are not voluntary, but of aQti- 
ons naturally breeding the cffe& for 
which they,are given; labour what 
you will, if you do not that Which is 
commarſded, that is, if you take not 
the way of going to Heaven, 
walk as faſt as you will, you ſhall ne- 
ver come there, The 


— 
- 
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The preſcriptions of the Dottor are 
Commands , but if the Apothecary 
( though - ke endeavour, never ſo 
much) do not really miggie the right 

, and temper ther according to 
Receipt, the Phyſick will never 
ove vl to the Paticat. _ 
usband - mans prefcriptions to his 
hinds-are commands, Al own 
vant, though he work is grea 
wits , ſow. Pcalc i | of Wheat, 
the crop will not come up fit for his 
Maſters Table, 'So in all other Trades 
and Arts 'tis not enough we do our 
beſt, but the very. thixgs muſt be re- 
ally perform'd, if we inteid the effects 
ſhould really follow ; they therefore, 
who fit down and content themſelves 
with this cold comfort, that God «© 
merciful , are plainly convinced that 
they make {cſs account of that moſt 
important buſineſs their Salvation, 
then of thoſe meaner profits which are 
gam'd by vulgar Arts and worldly 


CUI | 

ſe two then ſtand wall toge- 
ther, that the ſame thing may be « 
command and a natural action intrin- 
fically 


| 


Controverſy-Lovick. | 47 


lically conducing towards the end , 
for which 'tis commanded, nay regu- 
larly 'tis ſg, no command being other- 
wiſe but where there is ſome fault ci- 
ther in the , or the Sub. 
jet. The Generals commands art 
all ordered tg Safety and Viftory, 
the States-mans to Peace and Plenty, 
the Biſhops to Vertue and Piety ; yet 
are they mands , and from 
thence have & power of forceing obe- 
dience, wanna iran _ 
are, or at tto be ſuppoſt 
neceſſary for dy. erhacbs good , it; 
reſpet op Mich, one man ſubjects 
himſelf to another, 

Whence the weakneſs of this ex- 
cuſe grows ſtill more evident; for if 
this- be incident to all good com- 
"mands, that they enjoyn ations con- 
formable to the end for which they 
are given ; and that the command be 
made for the action, as the ation for 
the cad'; ) which muſt be in the com- 
mands of Religſon, whereby God or- 
dery, us to eternal life, his Com- 
mands Weing the Idea to all others, and 
this matter the principal whereon he 

ERECT - 
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excrciſes that er) it clearly fol- 
lows, whither - precept be otible 
or impoſſible, known or ynknown 
if it be not fulfill'd, the gftion is nor 
perform'd, without which the end can 
never be obtain'd, and ſo the Party 
remains undone ; not becauſe he dif- 
obey'd, but becauſe*he did not the 
ation requiſite to Salvation ; which 
if he had done wi , it 
would have ſaved him; und in vertue 
of which, the obedience to the com- 
mand ſaves all whom it doth ſave, and 
none are ſaved without it, 


J< 
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CC 


Foutth Reflexion. 


That Religion & certain, and the 
meunPte attain it; 


He caſe ſtanding ſo , that either 
we do what God has 
commanded in this World, or 
fuffer what he has threatned in the 
next, without any excuſe for Igno- 
rance, I need not further urge to any, 
fenfible oþ Wir ſouk intereſt , that 
the knowledg of this Law of God 
ought to be certain and undoubted, 
both in it ſelf, & ro u$;2nd every one, 
according to his particular circnmſtan- 
ces ought to have a conſtant and im- 
mutable aſſurance, that it is indeed 
Gods Law, by which he governs his 
life : Nor has bur Bleſſed S 4 TOUR 
left his Church unprovided of means 
to ſecurg us of this truth , every one 
ſuitghly to his capacity, if the execu- 
= be conformable to the princi- 
ples. 


C The 


_—_ 
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The former branch of this Aﬀerti- 


on is ſoclear, that time were ſpent in 


vain to declare it; for finge the end 
of our faith and ſupernatfral know- 


ledg is our performing in ract, and not 
.only in will, the Commandments of 


God undcr pain of loſing Heaven, and 
incurrigg "everlaſting Damnation, if 
what is enjoyn'd be not done in effect: 
Since alſy 'tis impoſſible they who are 
uncertain whether they* be in the 
right, and have o___ changeable 0+ 
pinion concerning Law of God, 
ſhould conſtantly and firmly in all 
their works obſerve it FoWbing can 
be clearcr than that ſuch*are altoge- 
ther unfit for Chriſtian life, a life ſo 
full of diftcultics, both from our own 
cerrupt nature withia us, and innu- 
merablc tcntations round about us; 
they are as one that holds the Plough, 
and is till looking back; their hope 
muſt needs be weak, and their chari- 
ty unſtable, becauſe their faith is wa- 
wering ; In their pratife they muſt 
needs be carryed forwards end back: 
wards with cvcry wind of Opinion, 
and never able to ſteer any ſteddy 
courſe 


' id &” we ” Þ} i « 
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courſe towards Heaven.; eſpecially 
the rule of good life being of that na- 
ture to comprehend all our ations, 
bibeſt and&-lowelt, firſt and laſt, and 
tever isTontain'd between thoſe 

cxtreams. ' - | 
For the other part, that God has 
furniſhe his Chfrch with means for 
all forts of people to come to this de- 
gree of certainty, every one accor- 
ding to his growth, is cafily perſwa- 
ded to all, who have but-.reverence 
enough towards Him, to think he 
docs not his works by halfs, nor 
teaves man-kigd, for whom he made 
the Worli deſtiture in the chief 
point ; for which, as ſole end, he cre- 
ated man himſelf eternal happineſs; 
and fince our nature is framed in its 
moſt excellent part to require evi- 
dence, and 'tis fo laudable in Gcee- 
metry, Aſtronomy , Phyficks, Meta- 
phyſicks, and what-ever cafe of im- 
portance not to be ſatisfied, nor on 
our aſſent without certainty, at w ich 
we oughffoaym with all our ſtrength, 
and Gatpur nn ren were = 
ly abuſcd, ſhould it be forced to ac- 
C2 cept 
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cept what it is not afſured of ( our 
Soul being made to ſee, and its eſſence 
being a power of ſeeing) how can a- 
ny rational diſcourſer ſaſpect that 
God has fail'd in ſo prifipal a part ? 
But to ſatisfic even the hard of be. 
lief, letus look into particulars, and 
we ſhall find two ſofts of perſons in 
reſpe& of knowledg : Some by them- 
ſelves. are capable to underſtand, 0- 
thers live upon truſt : 8Of this laſt 
kind are theſe we call Schollers, who 
at firſt rely on their Maſters till them- 
ſelves grow up to the ripeneſs of 
_— and perhapaygfigrwards to 
the perfeCtion of teachirnF others ; as 
alſo much more thoſe who arrive not 
ſo faras even to be Schollers,, which 
in ſome reſpe& or other are the great 
eſt part of Man-kind : The Phyfitian 
_ rrults the Pilot in Navigation, and the 
Souldicrs in warfare ; the Gentleman 
truſts his Husbandman for his Corn, 
and the Lawyer for. his Sutes,, and e+ 
wen Kings themſelves truſt the Baker 
for their Bread, and the Bewer for 
thcir Drink, and every one wulk truſt 
every one in their ſeveral Arts and 
Profcſtons, Now 
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Now in ReligionGod has given us an 
advantage not to be hoped for in any 
of the trades or ſciences neceſſary to 
our temporgl life ; he has provided 
us not ſome one Man or Aſſembly of a 
a dozen or twenty (a numerous con- 
ſult in other Fairs) but a whole 
world to adviſe with, and that at one 
meeting. Conſider how great the 
Church is .that holds communion 
with the Sce of Rome , all That at 
once is your warrant; you cannot 
preſume they will tell you alye, fince 
ny ſpeak to, you not in words, but 
in their lg and ſomutt be deceived 
themſelves , elſe they cannot cozen 
you ; there you have a fidelity pledg- 
ed to you beyond the certainty Eu+ 
' Clid, or Archimedes can afford, it be+ 
ing more impoſſible ſo preat a part of 
Man-kind ſhould live in! a continual 
Hipoctifie, and damnable Conſpiracy 
to ruine their own Poſterityz then 
the ſureſt conſequences of Geometry 
it ſelf tbe falſe. 

I You ſeek Learning , that Church 
is full Ff perſons eminent in all kinds 
of Sciences which any other can pre. 

C 3 tend 
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tend to: Ask but the Book - ſcllers 
ſhops and you ſhall mcet with a hun 
dred Catholick Authors for-vnc, of a 
ny other Communion ; thouſands 
continually ſtudying in Colledges and 
Religious Houſes ; whoſe perpetual 
ſearch may juſtly challgnge a probabi- 
tity of finding the truth; outward 
picty and means .of proſcrving 2nd 
encreafing knowledg beygnd all other 
Sects, ſo that & we may jug vpon 
ſignes and prudential motives, there 
is no compariſon between any other 
ſociety of men and that Church; 'tis 
therefore beyond pera re to 
what Authority any diſcreet and con- 
hiderate perſon (who cannot, or will 
not take the pains to look himſelf in- 
to —_—_— points) ought and muſt 
adhere under penalty of forfeiting his 
judgment ; he muſt needs be rafhly 
careleſs, and indeed little leſs than 
mad, if in way of moderrAuthority 
he follow any other, or ſo much as 
doubt there can be any other compa- 
rable to this, if he be never ſo lzcle 
converſant in the learning of the 
world, : 
$ 
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As for thoſe, who of themſelvc g- 
arc able and curious to look into the 
veins wherein the roots of Religion 
run , let them but reflect on the 
change mad? in the World ſince Chri- 
Rianity began to flouriſh, that is, ſince 
Conſtaniines time , that is, ance the 
firlt three hundted years after Chriſt ;. 
and he that demonſtratively con- 
cludes that, becauſe four or five thou- 
ſand years of Nature cou'd in no wy 
portion produce thoſe great eſtects, 
which we ſee ſince in a far ſhorter 
_ ſprung up in-ſuch abundance ; 
that ſureby,Fhe finger of God is in 
this-time ;- and that Proteſtants, by 
rejecting it as ſuperſtitious and Pa- 
piſtical, plainly confeſsall the great 
and glorious effects of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion a-e proper only to Papiſts; and 
this being the whole fouriſhin time 
of the Chriſtian Church, their diſcla- 
ming thoſe Ages is to any impartial un- 
derſtanding in effec the very renoun-+ 
cing Chritianity it ſelf. 

Now, if he, who pretends to know- 
ledg, fie capable of managing humane 
Nature, and penetrate ſo far as to ſee 

C.4 how 
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how a freedom of heart from the 
pleaſures andcares of this World, is 
that which produces all good to man, 
both in temporal and ſyiritual conſ1- 
derations; and that this freedom can» 
not be introduced- without a ſettled 
affurance of the feliggty of the next 
world ; nor that firm perſwpſton, 0- 
therwiſe than by Faith, and the courſe 
our S. AV IOU K rook for jt, will not 
only ceaſe ro. admire the World, 
though fravght with arts in the firft 
two thouſand years, ſhould deſerve 
the4uſt revenge of an Univerſal De- 
luge ; but will clearly that as 
in the latter two thouſand before 
Chrift, it advanced notat all, ſo had 
it endured four hundred thouſand 
more, it would never-have made any 
conſiderable improvement ; the love- 
of worldly things exalting arts and 
civility to a certain pitch, and then by 
their encreaſe to immoderation,redu- 
cing all back again to barbarifm ; or 
at beſt floating Man-kind in g certain 
compaſs too and fro, and never ger- 
mitting it to grow into any tight of 
perfection. 

Fifih. 


Controvery-LogickS 57 


Fifth Reflexion. 


How Chriſtian Religion has been 
proparate# aud conſerv'd, 


Y. conſequence of- diſcourſe we 
are atelaſt driven into this con- 
ſideration by what means we 

may figd the true Religion, - which is 
dividable into two caſes; one at- the 
firſt publigat;en, the other now in the 
circumſtancts wherein we live; For 


the former, we have both our Sevi- - 


ours expreſs command that it ought 
- tobe by Preaching, and the univerſal 


ſenſe. of all Chriſtians that it was ſo - 


pg ; ſo as no queſtion can be 
ow Religion was at firſt ſown in the 
hearts of Man-kind. The Apoſtles 
had by Gods ſpecial gift the knowledg 
of all Languages by which they were 
enabled ro ſpeak to all Nations 3 and 
ſo 'tis generally underſtood they did, 
and that by word of mouth they. pro+ 


on: pagated .. 


| 
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gated the Faith they had learnt 
rom Jeſus Chrift throughout the 
World, But that they carrycd any 
Books, or ſet the Nations they 
Prcachtto on learning Eanguages, in 
which the Scripture was written, no. | 
mention is ,any where made ; there 
_ neither prohuct , hor indeed 
poſſibility of the fact , ſince we know 
many Nations,who became Chriſtian, | 
had neither writing no# reading for | 
m_— after ; thus we ſee the 
general propagation of Chriſtianit 
was by vocal Preaching, and oral _ 
dition from Father to Ip of the Do- 
Etrine firſt planted among them by the 
Apoltles. Nor can there be ima- 
gined, ſuppoling the People unlearned, 
any other ordinary way of conveigh- 
ing this neceſſary. diſcipline tyu-Po'tc- 
rity, 

bh little doubt is there that the me- 
thod of che original Inſtitution was in 
a manner J4eal to the following con- 
tinuation, which ſeems but a kind of 


repetition of the beginning; - angl ſo , 


we ,might-juſtly conclude th&onſcre 
vation of Religion ovght to be alſo- 
by, 


the nature of the thing to be done, we 
find it can beno otherways effeted. 
For what is it we aime at, but that 
the People ſhould be taught the 
knowledg of going. to-Heaven ? -Let 
us then exanyne what ſignifies the 


word People, and the firſt notion is, , 


that jt comprehends Men, Women, 


and Children; now the property of , 
theſe laſt *is to believe what's told * 


them without doubting whether it be 


true or no, or ſo much as thinking to - 
exerciſe any * ment about the thing . 


propoſed. ,, "Women, for a great part 
of them, participate much of-the ſame 
"quality, and are generally govern'd 
- their Husbands,. eſteeming them, 
if endued with any .moderate depree 
of worth, the molt compleat and beſt 
of men. As for men, the far morc 
numerous Portion of them are em- 
ployed to ſcek their livings, and want 
either leiſure, capacity, or inclination 


for ſtugy and learning; ſo that clearly - 


T madition is the proper means to cſta= 


bliſhFairh in the People, they being + 
obliged © to relye on Authority for : 
their:r 
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their knowledg of what is true, what 
erroneous in Religion by that ancient 
and well-known Maxim, He that « 
net of the Art muſt truſt to thoſewhoſe 
particular hill it 15. q 

But if once we come to Authority, 
it *muſt be of the Catholick Remiſh 
Church, 'which only cafi ſpeak Autho- 
ritatively ; ſhe only profeſſing to 
ſpeak from the mouth of Chrilt and 
his __ ; ſhe only having recei- 
ved the ſenſe and meaning of their 
DotGtrine delivercd. to her, becauſe 
{he onlyhas continued ever ſince their 
times; all the reſt having pothing but 
dead Words and the killing Letter, 
and pretending no more for the ſcenic}? 
then their own diſcourſe or jmagina- 
tion. 

Let us next conſider what the know; 
ledg of Heaven .is, and ovr firit re- 
mark will tcll us,'tis ſuch as God hims» 
ſelf faw neccfſyry to take mans fl:(h 
upon him to teach us, ſo tranſcen» 
dent «and ſublime beyond what oar 
eyes had ſcen, or our cars heard, or 
our fancies ever. conceived, tha#a leſs 
Authority than Gods cſſentjal Verity 

Was. 


% 


F 
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was not enough to raiſe our belief to 
ſuch incomprehenſible Myſteries, And 
can we imagine that the All-wiic God 
ſhould leave the diſcuſhon of atubigue 
ous words, Tn which ſuch high uncon- 
ceivable- miſterics are hidden. to the. 
fantaſtical —— .of humane 
apprehenſions f Who does not know 
that Mans underſtanding will till in- 
cline the ballance towards what he, is 
wont to ſee; and hear, and apprehend, 
which is direQly contrary to the in-. 
tent of our Saviours comming z a truth 
whereof we have but. too frequent 
experienee, whilſt we daily meer with 
ſom lavghing at the realP: eſence,ſc a2 
at the /-carnation, ſome at the bl: ſſe.2 
Trinity ; every one as his fancy car- 
ryes him,or the _—_ with whom 
he converſes debauches him : But if 
the ſcanning of ambiguous words be 
once ſet aſide, nothing remains fox 
. the ſettling of Chriſtian Religion but 
Tradition ; Tradition therefore is the 
only mgans to eſtabliſh Religion in 

thePeoples hearts. 
Beſifles all this, the particular qua- 
liry of thee Rules, which are our 
guides, 
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_ to Heaven, ſecures our Con-. | 
clufion ; for ſince they are to.compre-- 
hend all our aRions, and ſa to be be- 
fore the fixſt, while as yet we have no - | 
judgment ; nay they ought to malter 
our very judgment, it being one of | 
our aQtions ; - how cgn we ſuppoſe - | 
Religion is to be ſtudied and learnt 
fike a Science, whilſt it ought not on- 

ly to be had when we begin our ſtu- 
dy, but our ſtudy: it ſelPto.be regu- 
lated by it ?: 


Sixth: Reflexion. 


That Scripture duely read , mill. 
bring aManto the truth of Religion, 


T His being on all ſides agreed, that 
the Scriprures were written by 
the ſame Spirit that guided the 
les in their- Preaching , & cannot 

be doubted but the Docrine of their - * 
writings is conſormable to fhat of 
their Sermons ; with this difference 
that.: 
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that' their meaning in what they. 
Preacht, being oftcn inculcated, and 
plainly with variety of expreſhons, 
according, to the particular occaſion, 
delivered, could not poſhbly admit 
of any diſpute z whereas nothing 
more clear than that their ſenſe in 
what they writ is many times ob- 
ſcure, which ſufficiently proves that 
the Scriptures are to be interpreted 
by the Laly written in the hearts of 
that Church, which has always ad- 
hered to the Dottrine recerved, though 
I have no ſcruple, but of themſclves 
they mfy lead any one to the true Re- 
ligion that reads them as he ought. 
Wherein I ſhall here offer him 
theſe few direQtions. Firſt, that he 
open his Bible with a ſincere mind to 
ſubmit his judgmeu to it, and not 
ſtrain to draw it to his own Opinion. 
Secondly, That he bea perſon of a. 
ſound O—_— not carryed a- 
way with every light appearance. 
Thirdly, That he accept of no Com- 
nienter , nor Interpreter - cunninger 
than himſelf; nor relye on any thing . 
for the mind of the Scriptures, bur - 
—_— 
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what themſelves afford him. Fourth» 
ly, That he read them long and at. 
tentively, Laſtly : That what he un- 
deritands out of them , he endeavour 
to put in practiſe, and govern his life 
accordingly ; for practiſe itrangely 
cnlightens any- Book which gives - 
rules in what-ever operation, Theſe 
direQtions obſerv'd, I cannot- doubt, 
but who takes Scripture for his guide 
will not failin the end tobeled into - 
the Catholick Church ; fince both the 
reaſon before delivered, and experi- 
ence and the inſtances of particular . 
Dodtrines, all manifeſtly deckre this 
effe&t mult infallibly follow, 

To begin with this very queſtion : 
'Tis plainly fet down that the inter- 
pretation of Scripture ought not to be 
by the private Spirit, 2 Per. 1. That 
Chriſt has placed in his Church, Apo- 
ſtles. Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors; 
Noctors for the building of his Body, 
that the Faithful may not be waſted 
every way by, very blaſt of Do- 
Qtrine, Eph. 4. That the Churchgs 
the Pillar and ſtrength of our Faith ; 


theſe and many more paſſages ay 
nd. 
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find to ſhew the interpretation of | 
Scripture , , ought to depend on the 
Church, and not be reſolv'd into the 
particular opinion of any, pretend he 
never ſo mlich the Spirit, which is 
but a handſomer name for his own 
fancy.In otherTexts he may read that 
the Seripture 1s uſcful for our com- 
fort, for Preaching, exhorting, & 0. 
but not one word of looking for our 
Faith in it, anlcſs when it ſclf is taken 
into the queſtion ; that is, when the 
queſtion is whether the new Goſpel 
be conformable to the old Laws,which 
is the ſole matter of Controverſic 
wherein our Saviour, John 5. and St. 
Paul 19, Af, ſneak of ſearching the 
Scripture ; where 'tis evident that 
wasthe only thing in diſpute. 

If the queſtion be of the Popes Su- 
premacy L _—_ St: PYSmnny 
among the Ss, ( for ſo muc 
only can belong to Scripture) we read 
expreſly in the 1oth, of St, Afarth. 
Simon the firſt, and ſo is he ſtiled by 
other two Evangeliſts ; whereas the 
orderVfthe reſt is not obſerv'd : We 
haveTribute paid for Chriſt and Him, 

as 
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as a ſpecial Officer, Aarth, 17. we 
have him forwardeſt in the confeſhon. 
of Chriſt, Aſatth, 16, The Church 
promiſed to be built upon-him ; and 
the Keys in a peculiar fnanner to be 
delivered to him : So that no wonder 
if Tribute was particularly paid for 
him preſently after * We have the . 
Sheep of Chriſt in a ſingular way re- 
commended to him Fohn the laſt. We 
have our Saziours Prayes perſonally 
for him, with a-charge given to contra 
the reſt, Lak, 22. We have him order- 
ing the Church in the EleRion of 
Matthias, AF, 1. Him fir& Preach- 
ing tothe Zews, AZ, 2. Him firſt re- 
ceiving the Gentiles by Gods ſpecial 
Order, A. 10. For him the Church 
Prays, AG.112, He firlt gives 
the Holy Ghoſt, A&.8. In the Coun- 
cil he is the firſt that reſolyes the 
queſtion, A. 16. So that if the 
Scripture be ſihcerely conſulted with 
theirs, all appearance, or- rather evi- 
dence of St. Peters Primacy both in 

word and deed, © 
If the Queſtion be of the Churches 
Infallibility , or Indeficiency , the 
Scrip- 
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Scripture will tell us Chriſt promiſed 
to be with his Preachers for ever, 
Math, 28, That the Gates of Hell 
ſhould not qyevail againſt his Church, 
Mat.16. That the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
remain with his Diſciples for ever, 
Fob, 14. Thatethcre ſhould be EleRt 
at the end of the World, Afar. 24. 
if the Queſtion be of the Real pre- 
ſence, that is, hat ovir Saviewrs Bo- 
dy is truly in the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
we that read Afar. 26. This is my to- 
dy, Lik. 22, This is my Body which 
is given for you, 1 Cor. 11, This is 
my BodyWhich ſhall be delivered for 
you. And in the fore-going Chapter 
the Apoſtle preſſes it very Emphati- 
cally, [s-nor the Chalice we bleſs the 
participation of the blood of Chrilt ? 
and the Bread we bteak, is it not the 
participation of our Lords Body ? 
What can a plain and ecere believing 
heart anſwer to ſo clear and direct 
paſſages ? | 
if the Queſtion be of Remiſſion of 
ſino*in_the Church; do we not read. 
the power of binding and loſing gi- 
ven to men, Aar. 18? of _—_— 
and. 


68 Controverſy- Logick, 


and retaining, John 20 ? Do we not 
read the Apoſtles received the Mini - 
ſtery of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 5. and 
that the People glorified God for 
having given to men the power of 
remitting fins, Mat. 9 ? As alſo that 
we are to confeſs our fins one to ano- 
ther, James 5, 

If the Queſtion be of Confirmation, 
that is, giving the Holy Ghoſt ; we 
read Fehn Baptiſt teſtifying that he 
who ſent hin to Baptize with water, 
told him that Chri/t ſhould Baptize in 
the Holy Ghoſt, Afar. 1. ob. 1. And 
he that is not new born of Water and 
the Holy Ghoſt, cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Jo. 3, Now 
this to be'meant of that difſent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is after Baptiſm 
appears by our Savioxrs own declara+ 
tion, AF. 1. Where he fore-tells his 
Apoſtles they Mould be Baptized- in 
the Holy Gholt aſter not many days; 
the whole ſtory whereof, is ſet down 
in the ſecond Chapter , ang in-the 
cighth Chapt. They were ſent taim- 
- part this Holy Ghoſt at Santis, in 
the. 11th. of St, Perer , — 
the 
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the ſaying of our Saviowr in the ſame 
ſenſe, in the 15th. chap. St. Paul, 
uſes the ſame Ceremony to twelve, 
aſter they were Baptized with the 
ſame Reflexton on St. Fohn Bapriſt. 

' As for the E—_— —_ it 
are two parts, t iſhon and the 
outward CerSnony , both expreſt 
largely in the Conſecration of Aaron 
and his Sons, Lever. $8, The deſigna» 


. tion of Miſion , Mar. 10. Mar. 3. 


Lick.6. and againthe 22. when he gave 
them command to Conſecrate the 
Bleſſed Sacrament for the Faithful , 
Luk, 10. He deſign'd the 72. Diſciples, 
Hebs.TheLaw 1s eſtabliſht in general, 


as alſo in the 10th. of the Rem, How 


ſhall they Preach, unicſs they be ſent? 
And though we cannet dcubt but our 
Saviour uſed the outward Ceremony 
when he ſent his Diſciples, yet we 
have it expreſt, Joh. 20, to be in- 
ſuMation with thoſe words, Receive 
the Holy Ghoſt, And in AB. 13, Faſt- 
ing,” and impoſition of hands; and it 
is ſpecified, that they ſo ſent, were 
fent wy the Holy Ghoſt, as alſo 
i Tim, 4. is mentioned Impoſition 
| c 


70 . Controverſy. Logick. 
the hands of the Presbytery by Pro» 


phecy. | 

For Matrimonies being a Sacra» 
ment, we every where read the Con- 
junction of Man and Wife is from 
God , Gen. 2. God brought Eve 
to Adam, 1 Cor, 11. Neither Man 
without Woman, norWoman with - 
out Man in our Lord, Afar. 19, What 
God has joynd , let no man ſqva, 
Nature gives to all Cultivated Natis 
ons to do this with an outward Cerc- 
mony z - and therefore ſurely am 
thoſe who hold it a ſpecial ation © 
God, 'tis moſt fit to be perform'd by 
the Miniſters of God, Now that 
' Santification is due to it, we read 
1 Cor. 7, The Unbelieving Man is 
SanQified, by the Faithful Woman, 
and the Unbelieving Woman by the 
Faithful Man(to wit,in their common 
operation) otherwiſe your Children 
would be unclean, but now they arc 

holy. | 
' Of extream Unituan there is not ſo 
ſrequent mention, but moſt thanifeſ/t 
and undeniable : The ApoYles' as 
noynted the Sick with Oyl, and cured 
them, 
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them , Mar. 6, Is any * man { Sick 
among you, let him bring in the 
Prieſts of the Church, and let them 
Pray over him, anoynting him with 
Oyle in the Name of our Lord, and 
the Prayer of Faith ſhall Save the ſick, 
and our Lord yil caſe him; and if 
_ in (in, his fins ſhall be forgiven 

im, X 

| cannot doubt, but what I have 
already ſaid,tighting into an even Soul 
not carryed with any intereſt or pre - 
judice to the contrary party, is ſoffici- 
ent tomake him evidently ſce that the 
Letter of 6cripture is / fark on the 
fide of Antiquity and the Catholick 
Church, Yet mult I not omit one 
point, becauſe fo much vaunted 
our Adverſaries with ſo httle reaſon. 
The Catholick Church Adminiſters 
the holy Eucharifh fomtimes in one 
kind, ſometimes tm both ; Prote- 
ſtants only in both : The queſtion 
comes, which of theſe praQiſes is fa- 
voured by Scripture; and if we fairly 
read ghe Texts as they lye, nothing 
more mniſeſt then that ſome places 
ſpeak of both, ſome of one only, 


7ob. 6. 
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Fob, 6, This is a Bread coming down 
from Heaven, that whoever cats of 
it may not dye. 7 am the Bread of 
life, which deſcended from Heaven , if 
any one eat of this Bread, he ſhall lrve 
for"ever : He that eateth this Bread 

live for ever,” Luk. the laſt; He 
rock Bread and blefſed it, and brake it, 
and gave it to them, and their eyes were | 
opened, and they knew him, and be vas 
niſhe out of their ſight , AQ. 2. And 

were perſevering in the Dotrine 
of the Apoſtles, and Communication 
of breaking of Bread and Prayer. So 
that if we diſtinguiſh batwixt the 
Communion and Confſecration, in 
which laſt the Church inviolably ob- 
ſerves both kinds, we ſhall find far 
more yore in Scripture for one kind, 
than for boto, But what ſhall we ſay 
to St, Pal, 1 Corgt1, Therefore whe- 
ever ſhall cat this Bread, or drink_ the 
Cap unwowrihily, ſhall be gailty of the 
Body and Blood of our Sawour ? What 
means this Or ? but that ſome even 
then took one without the other,, elſe 
that disjuntive Syllable had been ve» 
ry improper, put inſtead of its 
con- 
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contrary \, the conjunAtive. Nor is 
there any material point in Contro- 
verſy between us, on which we might 
hot make the like deſcant out of 
Scripture, iÞ it were in a convenient 
— but what we bring here, is 
ufficient ſor an inſtance, and to ſhew 
what ScriptureNYot violented, would 
do of it ſelf to an ingenious Rea- 
der. 

I caſily beJieve every pert Batche- 
lour of Art will be ready totell us he 
can find ways to ſolve all theſe Texts, 
though there were twenty more : 
* But that's pot my enquiry, 1 ſeek here 
only what the outward face of Scrip- 
ture is, and whither it is apt to lead 
an honeſt heart, left to its own 
ſtrength. For thoſe fine Diſputants, 
if they meet one unacquainted with 
their jugling, they are able to make 
black white, and two Eggs three, and 
what-ever they liſt; and therefore 
'twas neceſſary to ſet amongſt the 
conditions of rea2ing the Bible, this 
for a principal one; that they who 
by Striggure would come to the truth, 

D ſhould 


> — - wk 


50 Controverſy-Logick. 
ſhould by no means —_— 
becauſe of the 


terpreter, eſpeci | 
Tu. com of iging on a falſe guide, 

before anc ground to diſcern 

which is a falſe, and which a true 
one. For the caſe js different be» 
twixt a Catholick Interpreter & any 
other ; that becauſa he knows the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, thatis, the ſenile 
of Scripture independently from 
the words, he cannot in ſubſtantial 
points teach amiſs, without ſwer- 
ving from his own Faith,z but an 

other having no rule for their belict, 
but the bare Letter of Scripture, is 
contigually fubjeRt to errdur by eve- 
ry paſhan or prejudice which ſecretly 
guides his heart, and makes him as « 
ratten Cane that breaks and wounds 


the Leancr on it with its ſplinters. 


Seventh 
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: Seventh Reflexion. 


The reading the Fathers, will brin 
4 man togtenths to which alſo 
natural Reaſon is very evailable. 


Othing more ſtrange to me than 
that any who acknow 
Scripture ſhould reject the Fa- 


thers, fince he cannot renounce them 


without jm f him 
ſelf ny” his ore Mo —__ 
rally leſs ſtudy ; able to penetrate 
deeper into the underſtanding of 
Scripture, than ſo many Ages fo emi» 
nently famous for Induitry, Learning, 
and Holineſs, and this becauſe they 
were Men, as if himſelf were none; 
but of ſo far a higher Orb, that we 
muſt rather confide in his Ability and 
— than in all Man-kind before 
him, ich is ſo baſe and abominable 
a Ffidg, 1 wonder any Auditory can 
endurc it, 

D 2 Put 
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But to come to our purpoſe : Since 
the Fathers both received the Preach- 
ing of the Apoſtles nearer hand than 
we, and held the truth of Scripture 
full as ſtrongly as we : « Since they 
ſpent as much time in the ſtudy of ir, 
and proceeded with as ſincere hearts 
as we, it cannot be doubted but th 
had both the means and wills of find- 
ing the truth as well as we, and b 
conſequence actually knew it as wel 
aSwe; and therefore in matters of 
Faith what was their univerſal Tenet, 
cannot with any colour of reaſon be 
deny'd, or ſo much as queſtion'd by 
us, a5 diſagreeing with Scripture. 

Beſides, their writings being large 
and numerous, their ſenſe and mean- 
ing in moſt places of importance,muſt 
needs be ſufficiently. explicated; and 
ſo experience has taught us, that the 
more judicious Proteſtants who gave 
themſelves to reading the Fathers ap- 
proacht in judgment for very many 
points neat .to Carbolicks, and what 
detain'd them from returningentirely 
to the ancient Union, was only #ſc- 
cret Pride of not ſubmitting them- 


ſelve; 
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felves ' to the Charches Tradition in 
ſome particular inſtances , wherein 
they thought Antiquity was not ſo 
convincingly evident ; though I.deny 
not, but @ wrong apprehenſion of Ca- 
tholick tenets prefum'd upon the ex- 
plication of pagticular Doctors, might 
unhappily contribute to this their ob- 
ſtinacy. Nodoubt then but any in- 
different and underſtanding Reader, 
having pre#imbibed no falſe maxime, 
ifhe beſtow competent pains in per- 
uſing the Fathers, muſt neceſſarily at 

length become Catholick, 
Eſpecially if he rake thisrute along 
with him, to conſider the Proteſtant 
raiſe compar'd to the practiſe of the 
athers and former Church ; and he 
hall ſee that this they call _—_— 
tion, has taken away under colour of 
abuſes , the very things themſelves, 
in which the abuſes were pretended ; 
like Surgeons who cut off a Lepg to 
cure a fore in't, or Adahomer that 
aboliſhg Wine to avoyd Drunken- 
neſs; and in the mean while ſpend 
moſt &f their time and wit in caviling 
at petty queſtions , wherein they 
D 3 vainly 
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w_ ftrive to ſhew the Church has 
crr'd, 

Asfor Natwal Reaſon, none expect 
it afonc ſhould be an oe means to 
attain the knowledg of fupernatural 
rwruths, but only a ſcrviceable help by 
ſhewing they are To far from contra- 
diting reaſon, that fbthing can be 
more conformable to it ; and he that 
ſeeks this, if he come arm'd with 
true Philoſophy, may arive to a full 
contentment of his underſtanding and 
heart m all that concerns fo noble an 
enquiry, now, ſince Catholick Reli- 
gion has been ſo intelligibly divulged 
in the werld. 

St. Auſtin makes mention, that he 
found the Trinity in the Platonick 
Books ; if you ask me how this came 
ro I anſwer, God provided in 
a, a City given to 
Learning , one Anmenins Hermias a 

reat Philoſopher and a Chriſtianz 
to make Chriſtianity more accep- 
table, ſought to joyn it to Platonick 
Phyloſophy, which was no h&d mat- 
ter to do, Plato being, as 


Gays, but Meſe: ſpeaking Greek, that 
1s, 


—_ DD —_ —_ _ 
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is, One who having fallen upon the 
Hebrew Learning had ſuckt much 
outofit: Now this Ammeniw finding 
in Plato the Idea's of Being and Uni- 
ty, and Life, and ſuch other airy no» 
tions eafie to be wrought on, endea- 
voured by theſe to initill the 
of the Trinity ito his Schollers, with 
ſuch happy ſucceſs,that of three prime 
Wits of thoſe times, the one, Origen 
became ſo great and eminent a 
Qtor of the Church as Antiquity ac- 
knowledg'd him; the other two, A- 
melixe and Plotinus were efteem'd the 
incipal Conductors of the Platonick 
» and brought in among thera 
thoſe imitations of the Trinity which 
are found in their diſcourſes, and in 
the writings of their Followers : So 
amiable is truth, that the very like- 
neſs of it enamours the underitan- 
ding, how much more the ſabſtance, 
were it rightly purſucd and truly diſ- 
coverd ? which withont queſtion may 
be accompliſht, Revelation generally 
ing ifſtended to brad us to it, the 
wherein 'tis delivered ſo natt- 
ral, and the thing it ſelf the natural 
D 4 ſub- 
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fubtance 'of Almighty God, depen- 
ding on no chance or free diſpoſs 
tion, 

Yet has this glorious hope becn on- 
ly ſince Chriſtian Religion was plan 
tedin the world : Who could expect 
the like beſcre Chrift 7 Undoubtedly 
xf from any, it mult hve been Arifto- 
tle, the only perſon that among the 
Heathens wrote any —_— idly. 
Of him then 'tis reported, that on his 
Death-bed, conſidering the miſeries 
poor man-kind fell jinato by errours, 
and that it was not in the power of 
Nature to dcliver man frong them, he 

ronounced that notable ſentence, 

hat emer 'had a great deal of rea- 
ſon to make the Gods take humane 
ſhapes, ſo todraw the unhappy world 
out of crrour. Behold the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God grounded as 
firmly as any Chriſtiancan ſpeak of it, 
and this by the pure ſtrength of rea- 
fon: And now, after this Heavenly 
Doctrine publiſht, ſhall there be 
found Chriſtians fo unreaſonfble as to 
think it againſt reaſon , that 
ſhould become man to ſave us from 


p our. 
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our fins, 7the true:root of all our miſe* 
ferieh,! viilla 5! | 

The like 'is-of: the holy Exncharift : 
Did 'bur-men underſt = Meta- 
phyſicks'sf their own growth or aug- 
mentation, they would find little dif- 
ficutry-in- that now ſo dis-believed, 
ny hint ſeF/ſo divine a Myltery ; | 
but ignorance and Pride makes that 
held abſurd, which is, if faithfully pe- 
netrated;  yoſt conformable to na- 
ture, © bY 

Tiſha atd only'one+ word more for 
their ſakes/ who (love reaſon. This 
Principles being taken, that all things 
aregoveri\'# the perfeteſt way they 
cati be, (cofiformity to the general 
rdles of nature, which Divines uſe to 
expreſs in theſe words, ' God always 
doorthat which # beſt + The Creation 
of Man, his Fall, his Conduct, both 
before and fince the coming of Chriff, 
the end of the World," the laft judg- 
ment, the ReſurreRtion,; the ſeveral ! 
ſtaresvf ſouls before, and 6f men af- 
rer Ref jc = Dimas | 
tion, other of Catho- - 
lick belief, as. the. Church , jts Go- 


Vern... 


_— 
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vernument, the Sacraments, und what- 
ever elſe belongs of neceffity to faith» 
or obedience, will appear fo rraſona- 
ble, that none of a juſt capacity and 
unbiaſſed mind, ceuld find ap 
of cxceprion. 

'Tis true, ſome pain-are required 
to-arrive at this 

are to.undcritand wg of you 

* Conicks of Pergawz, nor muſh we'gx- 
pet after Opanaaver 3-app « Wane 


gaming 
is both of a higher &ramin it ſelf, and 
of infigite greater conſequence t0.us, 
not only. in order to the governing 
our lives here, but the attaining eter- 
nal felicityhercafter, let them be con- 
cnt ether fimply to believe mu 
— or feek out _ 7 
em a competency —__ in 
purfuit: of them. 


Eight 


Comtreverſy- Logick. 
Eighth .Reflexion. 


of Conference and Diſputation in 
POOR, 


A the way of reading, there 
rs it ſelf that of perſonal 
iſcourſe, or Dialogue, which. 

may be perform'd in two ſorts:: One, 
when he who is to learn, contributes. 
on his bearing himſelf with a de- 
fire to diſcover the truth, and helping 
it on by acknowledging candidly what 
ſcems to. him ſufficiently certain our 
of his former perſuaſion, and ge 
only «wherein he finds difficulty, 

a ing no more; then to have that 
clear'd to him which ſome preoccupa- 
tion had obſtructed: This manner of 
treaty-is called Conference z and is, no- 
doubt, a far ſhorter and more effica- 
cious Sey.000 reading, provided the 
Teacher be an t Maſter of: 
his profeſſion ; for the Writer can 


ſpeak. 
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ſpeak but in common , whereas the- 
Diſcourſer ſees by the opponents an- 
ſwer —_—_— ——— — his- difh- 
culty lyes,and fo ſpares and contracts 
many paſſages which the other is, 
forc'd to explain purely at. hazard , 
beſides, the very way of Oral 'delive- 
ry is far more intelligibfe, and gives a 
ſingplar Energy to what is ſo taught. 
The other manner of diſcourſing, is 
when they ſtand upon Ine 
yeild noching out of fore-knowledg, 
but wilt be abſolutely convinced, an 
ſee evidence for what ever they arc 
to paſs; and this is propeyy calFd 
Diſpurmg. The parties in this kind 
of contention muſt indiſpenſibly be 
but two, without any third to mode- 
rate the diſputation, though one may 
perhaps be ſometimes - nec to 
moderate the Diſputants, who other- 
wiſe, thorow paſſion, too often nep- 
let .the obſervance - of their rules , 
whereof the chicf is that one meddtx 
not with- the- others Office as long as 
he-holds- toi the Laws of diſpMarign. 
The -parties being ths confiwd to 
two,'a Diſpurtant and.a CI” 1 
te. 


_—_— — —  —__ 
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the firſt care of the Diſputant” iſt be: 
to ſtare,” or rather demand of the Re- 
dent to ſtate the Queſtion, if he 
ſpe& the terms of the Theſis to be 
equivocal, for then he is to oblige 
the Reſpondent to licate his 
meaning, to whom that office proper- 
ly belongs, becauſe he cannot be com- 

I'd to hold by the words of his Po- 
frion any more than himſelf intends 
by them. # 

Beſides, he'may require the Re- 
ſpondent to giye a reaſon of his tenet, 
it the oppoſite be more common, or 
maintainkd by Anthors, he is bound 
not to forſake without ſome weighty 
motive : For as truly 'tis an jmpu- 
dence to hiald any thing in ſuch a caſe 
without prococng a'reaſon , fo the 
reaſon failing, the D&fendant, is cort 
fared, "though his 'Pofition be? ri6t 
tqucht by any Argument” ofthe Ad. 
verſary. * "ip ve 
- Neither ought there bemore Rea: 
fons thgn one for ane Truth, not that 
magy may not be 'fopnd to proye the 
fame Sncluſion, but that there ought 
among them one at leaſt be irrefraga- 
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ble and wholly -unconvinciblc of de-. 
fea; for if none be ſuch, theReſpon- 
dent ſhould not maintain his affertion. ' 
as.true , ( unleſs for exerciſe-ſake) 
fince himſelf thinks. peradventure 'tis 
falſe, having no proper knowledg that 
it cannot be otherwiſe. 

The ſecond duty & a Diſputant 
'where the debate is ſerious and de- - 

'd for finding out the truth) is to- 


ropoſe no Argument, byt ſuch as in. 
his opinion ſeems convinahg, we can- 
not expect of any that he abſolutely 
know - np ſince ell are fallible in 
particulars:; even tricians 
themſelves ſoratimes miſtake a truth 
for demonſtrated which really is not, 
enly 'tis to be expected that he e- 
ſteem his Argument convittive, and 
propound. it as ſuch, and make ac- 
count that himaſelf (how-ever others. 
may be better furniſht) is overcome, 
if, fair Law being =_ him, he do- 
not overcome : for his part being to- 
prove, if he perform not that, be fails 
of his cud, which-is to Toſe the day ; 
and if before he begin, he bave nÞt a 
juſt. degree of hope to-make out _ 
e 
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he” undertakes, he comes not to = 
pute, but to mock the Auditory, and 


wade th expeQtance of 
—_ cealiy he nome he —_—_ 


» His third duty,, is to'groceed in 
forma , and. every attempt of his. 
ſhould in rigour be a Syllogiſm ; bur, 
_—_ and Cage 


isnot infiſted ON, UB» 
Eien och where there is ſome 
about the Confſe- 


nc ae Wand een 
Chanantiniocte cftion other- 
wiſe to proceed; 4s they call it, by 
para that is,. by -putring one 

Antecedent whence the 'd 


propoſition isaverr'd to follow, isthe 
thorter and cleerer 'method ; taki 


away both a multitude of words 
confofion of Notions, - as well from 
the Diſputer as the Aufwerer : 'Ifthe 
ent be falſe, it is but ore, and 
fo'the denyal or diſtinction of it, pots 


the A in his ready wa 
Dn AIC 
tation goes 
on {moothly. x 
i9, 
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. His fourth dutyis to apply. his Ar: 
gument to what is immediately; te+ 
ny'd, and bring that in. his'Conſe- 
quent, whither it be a propofition or 
ſequel, he*is engaged to make good; 
Theſe are»the duties principally de- 
cefſary to the Diſputant ;' for though 
anciecntly he had li tomake what 
demands he pleaſed, pertinent to his 
proof , - before- the Reſpondent ſaw 
what he aim'd at by. them; yet ' our 
latter School-praQtiſe has:a 
this cultam.as very ſubject to circump 
vent'the Reſpondent, arid:more cap: 
tious: than any ſolid meaps. of ;rev 
triving the truth. .. wa wiey 
As tor the er, his firſt duty 
is to remember his Name, that'he fits 
there to Anſwer ; and ſo ro 
fpcak no-mere 'than .he is askt;/ but 
keep bimfclf: within compaſs: of his 
known:ſolemn yen 1 De+ 
1 Diſtinguiſb. 'As for Granting, 
Ne ok for Deayiag., 1s 
ought not -refufe: any. 
known £0 be true oft ſelhs:1Pd# 3h 
third 5 he: maſt i ſhew the Augverg . 
words. bear more ſcnſcs. than; one, 
| cl&-: 


— _ 
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elſc he gives no diſtinttion ; and that 
the parts of his diſtinCtion are to the 
purpoſe of the Argument, elſe the 
diſtintion is frivolous. This he 
mult do when the Arguer never de- 
mands it; atherwiſe he muſt only 


© give hisdiſtintion granting one-part, 


and denying the other, that the Argu- 
er may chuſe whither he will accept 
of what is granted, or prove what's 


—_ 

If he grfat a propoſition beſore de- 
ny'd, or deny one before granted, he 
haſt loſt the day. Whether he may 
diſtingujſh a propoſition which be- 
fore he had ſimply admitted or de- 
ny'd, is a queſtion touching the ho- 
nour of the Defendant ; but certain- 
ly in rigour 'tis lawful to be done, for 
we cannot ſuppoſe = propoſition is 
admitted or rejectcd in all ſenſes 
poſſible, and therefore upon farther 
occakion he may declare in what ſenſe 
it was. before accepted or deny'd. 


= 
- | Ninth. 
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Nineth Reflexion. 
The Application of theſe Rules to | 


Religions 


B* to apply theſe Obſervations 
to our preſent Theme, we muſt 
caſt our Eyes the aym 
end ſcope of our diſputation, which 
we ſce ſometimes done for exerciſe 
of young Schollers to innure, them to 
« ſubtle and rigorous manner of dif- 
courſing, and make them perfetim | 
the conſequences to their tenets; | 
which is a laudable courſe according 
to the worth of the Sciences they con- 
verſe in. Others _ ——_ 
tion, a commenda of paſſing 
their time for thoſe when no ber- 
ter means of ſpending it. -Others 
for oſtentation of their wits, a vanity 
pardonable in youth. G 
All this, when it concerns Redsgi9, 
there 
We 


qp_—_—_— 
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takes quite another hue; ſince 
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we look for truth in the moſt neceſſa- 
ry part, & moſt important buſineſs of 
our life; wherein to be deceived is 
the deepeſt dammage that can befall 
us, the Tvine of our Eſtate, or 
loſs of Life ; beyond rhe extinguiſh- 
ing our Family and deprivement of 
that's dearRo- us in the world: 
Wherefore he that maintains any 
Religious poſition mecrly for oſten- 
tation of his wit , is guilty of a moſt 
SacrilegiouCattion, and commits up- 
on the perſon he ſeducrs, the higheſt 
ſort of Murther mans Nature is capa- 
ble of : As alſo tomake a pure recre- 
ation of [ich Diſputes, is a moſt un- 
ſufferable contempt of God, and 
mn me CG abable & 
may , ju 
ROO to hve that intention , and 
under ſuch colour no wrong perſus- 
Hon be inſtill'd into the Audito = 
Yet isall this far from our : 
the di ” for ER rules _ 
'd, being a kind of trying 
ru obReligion; — whey who 
alk@ ayit, may. take an e—_ 
what they arc'tofollow all their ow 
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and therefore 'tis not to be ventui'd 
on without a juſt ſecurity, neither by 
the one to argue, nor the other to'am 
ſwer ; and imce nd lefs then demon- 
ſtration can aſſuredly ſettle a difputa- 
ble point; ke, who undertakes to 
prove in this fort of Diſputation , 
ought firſt ro engage his Credit that 
m his Conſcience he eſteems the Ar- 
gument he means to offer, demonſtra- 
| tive, however he may fail in propo- 
1 fing it, cither thorow the want of 
| Skill in himſelf, or cver-proportion 


difficulty of well ing-his mind, 
and making the wail eoyery 2 

* This if he refuſe 'to do, he is to be 
roteſted againſt for a Thief and Rob- 

r, as our Savioxr calls them , who 
-abuſe their Hearers, and draw their 
ſouls for fome private intereſt into e- 

- ternal damnation : the Auditory is to 
be advertifed, that ſuch a Diſputation 
as the Arguer pretends to, is a meer 
Juggle and Impoſture, a brabbling 
ſe Counter - ſcuffle , not Tit for a 
grave and ſerious toghave- a 
tharc in, a pure loſs of time, and wn 
Im- 


—— ——_——_— 


of abilities in his Adverſary, or the | 


we 4 — +» tn A =* 
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impertinent trouble both to the 
ſpectators and actors, | 
The Reſpondents task- is not ſori- 
us; 'tis enough for him to main- 
tain his Adverſary cannot convince 
his Tenet of falſity, he being but a 
Defendant, not a prover for this 


e, 
a= for Opponents and Defen- 
dants in common. Now if we apply 
this to Catholicks, and thoſe who have 
parted fromThem, we ſee their grand 
difference conſiſts in this, that the Ca- 
tholick holds his Doctrine, becauſe 
it came down to him by his Fore-fa- 
thers from Chriſt, and relyes upon 
them for the truth of this deſcent : 
The Adverſaries univerſally depend 
cither on Scripture or Reaſon; this 
laſt is known to be no. ſufficient 
ground of a Doarine held by Autho- 
rity : As for Scripture, Catholicks 
maintain it as ſtrongly as any Separa- 
tilts what ever ; nor can it be known 
to be Scripture, but upon their Cre- 
dit and Teſtimony, and therefore all 
| Argunegts out of it, againſt them , 
bear in their fore-head a prejudice of 
being 
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being cither falſe, or at leaſt uncer + 
fain, ſceing ſo many, and fo Learned 


i Scripture pity «00 men wh 
in Scripture plainly , nor men 
havethat eſteem of Scripture which 


| they taught the Seftarics, could hold | 


any thing againſt it. 


Tenth Reflexion. 


Same particulars ws to Car | 


tholicks andiheir Adverſavics, 


Rom theſe Premiſes follow ſome 
very conſiderable diffcrences 

/ between Catholicks and Pro, 
teftants concerni Diſputation. 
_—_ That < C = himſelf = 
t not admit any Diſpute at all, 
becauſe he relyes on a better ground, 
an infallfble & irrefragable Authority; 
for as he thinks reaſon an incompe- 


tent j in matters of thi# Nature, | 


ſo againit difputing out of 
he has two an err Objections ; 


one, 


| 
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one, That he holds his Faith by the 
fame rule he receives Scripture ; and 
if they ſhould prove to one 
another ( which is i Y it 
would induce him to bcheve neither, 
and not make him of a new Religion, 
but none * The ſecond is, He who 


argues out of Kripture, 5 aura 


on Texts, whoſe ſenſe is di e 
in the words themſelves; the 
Catholick ig afſured of the ſenſe, as 
far as to Faith before-hand ; 
tis in vain therefore for him to look 
in an uncertainty for what he knows 
far more, ſurely already ; for all he 
can learn out of Scripture, can be but 

the interpretation and deduQtion 
of private menz whereas what he 
knoweth by Tradition, is by the te- 
ſtification of the whole Church , that 
is by an affurance infinitely prea- 


ter. 

But farther , If any Catholick ad- 
mit of dif for his own'ſake, he 
tmamediatcly ceaſes to be a Catholick; 
for + ſo clear a 
doutf, is both un ary and imper- 
tinent where there is none ; nr 
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he have any doubr, vtnleſs he ſuſpet 
his rule, which if once he do, he is 
no longer a Catholrck, The Pro» 
reſtant on the other fide, building all 
his Faith on the bare Letter of the 
Bible, ſo diſputed, and everlaſt- 
ingly dif) , muſt, if he be ra- 
' tional, live in al ſuſpenſe ; 
for the very oppoſition of ſo many 
Wiſe and Learned men , who 
all ſay theſe words, ſignihe not what 
is neceflary to his concluſion , muſt 
nceds make any impartial and conſi- 
derate mind unſatished about the ex- 


poſition of a——_— us worgs ſo ordi- 
nary a rock of miltaking. crefore 


the Proteſtant proceeds irrationally,if | 


he does not always demand ſearchi 
and diſputation, till experience t 
him there is neither end of it, nor for 
it ; he muſt reſolve cither to be igno. 
rant, and truſt, or elſe to diſpute 
without end, and in very truth 
his diſputing is to no end: For ſup» 
ſe he be the Arguer, and convince 
is Adverſary, he hasonly gMn'd this, 
That the perſon he deals wigh if ci» 
ther weak, or peradventure —_—_— 
an 


wa a oth. a. au 
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and in his better wits may be able to 
ſolve the difficulty that on a ſudden 
puzzles bim. Place then the Pro» 
reſtant in the Defendants room, and 
let him proſper and maintain his po- 
fition ; it follows not that a more 
$kilful Opponegt could not have 0- 
vercome him; to that on neither fide 
is there any ſecurity for him, becauſe 
he Erings no demonſtration, but only 

the 'apperanxe of ambiguous words. 
Out of this followeth a ſecond dif. 
parity, which is, that it concerneth 
not the Catholick whether he can an- 
ſwer his Adverſarics. Argument, far- 
thet than his private ſatisfaRtion of 
knowledge, For his rule being to 
depend ultimately from the Chur- 

ches teſtimony, and immediate! 

from his Paſtors. aud DoQors, an 
they from the Church : Howſoever, 
the Diſputation goes, he is warrant» 
ed, and itis not only convenient, but 
alſo faſhionable for him to refer him- 
ſelf to_the greater $kill of others. 
Wheea? the Proteſtant”, who is 
taught ts ſee his Dodtine, & to pro- 
feſs to rely upon no body but his own 
E cycs, 
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eyes, betrays his rule and firſt prin- 
ciple, ifhe refer himſelf to any other, 
and ſhame his cauſe * Wherefore, 
Learned or Unlearned, Boy or Girle, 
if ſufficient ro be a Proteſtant, muſt 
be the laſt e, the inmolt Tower 
of defence to his own cauſe, and 
muſt have in his ownebrain and hcart 
a ſufficiency to defend his Religion a- 

ainſt all Opponents, ' For if he once 

ye to anothers Authority, he is no 
more Proteſtant ; hath*no rcaſon to 
ſtand ſeparated from the Church of 
Rome, and muſt of pecefiey 6 e back 
£0 her, fince in. queſtion of Authority, 
there is no other Fompnally to hers; 
and rhe firſt reaſon of leaving her, is, 
that af men are fa{lible ; that is, that 
R_ Authority is to be accep- 
ICQ, 

Another diſparity betwixt - theſe 
parties is, that if the Catholick play 
the Opponent, he can diſpute but on 
one point, that is, of the /»fallbility 
of the Church, becauſe his Adverſary 
is not obliged to deny any ower ; far 
take whar point you Will beſigess and 
you may be a perfect Proteſtant, whi- 


ther 
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ther you hold it or not, unleſs you 
ſhould inftance ia the 39 Articles 
which yet Proteſtancy, preciſely con- 
ſidered, binds none to defend. The 
Authority of Biſhops is the grand Ar- 
ticle diſtinguiſhing it from all other 
Setaries : Yet when *tis for their 
turn, the Freth and Scotch Presby» 
terians,ſo implacable Enemies to that 
Government, are their dear Brethren, 
The Greeks, Lutherans, Socinians,  A- 
nabaptiſis, how many poktions de 
they maintain differeat from - Pro» 
teſtancy ? Nevertheleſs, when it 
pleaſes a Proteſtant to make his boaſts 
of the large extent of the reformed 
Churches, all theſe arc of his Com- 
munion. Nay when he talks of his 
kind of Univerſal Church, no Arrian, 
Entichian , Neſtorian , or what elſe 
ſocver damn'd Heretick has a ſhare n+ 
gainlt Popery, is excluded ; but will 
by him, and mult by Proteſtant prin-. 
ciples be admitted as a true Member 
of the pure unblemiſht Spouſe of 
Chriſt, «hen which nothing Tan be cj- 

re abſurd in it ſelf, or diſho- 


nourable to onr Saviour, or de- 
E 2 ſtruftive 
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ſtriiJive 6f the true Church! 50 that 
if a Catholick be to argue, he loſes his 
Idbour in 'diſputing of any'Dotrine 
but the Churches if allibility ; becauſe 
he advances not a jot by his Victory 
in any'other point, ſince the want of 
any ofic Article makes a man no Ca- 
rholick,, or: which is Wl] one, a Pro+ 
teſtant.. On the other fide the Carho- 
Ink is bound to be Defendant in ma- 
nts, 'that.is, in all we maintain 

w ST Faith or Traditional? 
Theconclufion therefore is, the Cx 
tholick has much to maintain, and lit- 
tle to oppoſe ; the Proteſtant great 
choyce what he will oppoſe, and lit- 
tle to maintain; ſo thut on this hand 
his advantage is very much in matter 
of diſputation; all which, difference 
flows from that known excellent 
Axiome, Bonum ex integra cauſa na- 
lum ex quows dififtiu, The Cwtholick 
has a Religion, has an art orgskill of 
going to Heaven: Ngw ſuch a thing 
zmports a Body of rules, and a body 
cannot conſi:t without many wembers 
or parts, cvery one of which gnibe 
defended and made pood, All other 
dects 
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SceRs arc but deficiencies more or leſs 
from this Body; thoſe more, who 
cleave faſteſt to their rule of deficien- 
cy z that is, to the rejecting all that 
cannot be convinced ont of Seripture : 
thoſe leſs, who ſeeing the inconveni- 
cence ſooneſt, ja practiſe recede ſoon - 
eſt from that inſufficient rule, and 
contradi& their main ground of all be- 
ing fallible, by forcing their SubjeRts 
to hold their Teners without Autho- 
rity, themſelves having forſaken the 
—_— One, by which the Ca- 
tholick Church adhears to Tradi- 
tion, ® 


mm ——_— 


Eleventh R eflexion. 


Some particular Caveats for C45 


tholicks. 


He Fatholick Defeniant having 

ſo unequal a task, ſome few 
coniid@ations will be neceſſiry to 
him, Firſt : That he never offer to 
E 1 matn- 
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maintain againſt Arguments drawn 
out of Nature, ſuch poſntions as he is 
net able by natural principles to ſat:s- 
he himſcitin; fs againit an Arria 
or Sabcllian, let him not by reaſbn 
undertake to defend, how the ſame 
thing can be three andpne, unleſs he 
tle afore hand aſſured he underſtands 
it well, and reſts ſatisfied himſelf in 
the point ; it being ſcarce pcſſible to 
give the / uditory fatisſattion if he 
have it not himſelf, eſpecially where 
the diſputant is ſubtle and dextrovs 
in managing his Argument, The like 
reaſon is of the Bleſſed Sacrament, to 
ſhew how the ſame body can be in 
many places at once. 

In theſe caſes therefore he is to 
keep himſelf upon the general de- 
fence, that we believe myſteries of 
Faith, whither we can anſwer every 
Argument of Philoſophy or no : That 
the Word of God is able toaſſure us 
above the cleareſt demonſtration, and 
beyond all the kinds of evidence our 
natural capacities can arrive t&, Net 
ther do our Adverfaries leSve us 
Without juſtification of this method ; 

cven 
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even by their own proceedings, fince 
in the great myſteries of the Trinity, 
and 7acarnation they all acknow! 
the ſame difficulty ; and for the Sa» 
crament of the Altar, ſome of them 
rell us, Chriſt is really and truly pre- 
ſent, but in a rganner not underſtan- 
dable, . 
Nor is this cautious proceeding, 
when we defend Chriſtian Myſteries 
ſo peremptery a rule, but by diſcre- 
tion it may have ſome exception ; 
for our Adverfarics are generally ſo 
weak, that they take moſt of their 
axiomes and proofs in theſe kinds of 
caſes,. rather upon confidence we will 
not deny them, then that themſelves 
can ſuſtain them: In the myſtery of 
the Excharift, put them to demon- 
ftrate a cannot be in two places 
at once, and twenty to one-you't find 
their ward to be that our Doctors: 
confeſs ir, or they ſee it by expert- 
ence ; whereof this is no argument a- 
{$2inſt Gods Omniporency , and the 
othgr at every ones plewſure to grant 
or defy; fo thar if you onderftand 
your Adverſaries ſtrength, yon may 
| E. 4 cally 
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ealily perhaps non. ſuit him by only 
urging him to. prove what you know 
is. beyond his ability; but this is a 
hazard, and you are ſhamed if you 
fail: Yet I do not by this intend to 
fay the Adverfary can be able to wake 


a irve demonſtrati againſt any 


myſtery ; but only that every Catho+ | 


lick, or every Divine, is not able to 
give a weak Auditory a ſolution ſufli- 
ciently ſceming to hinger it from 
thinking it isa demonſtration, though 
it be a pure Paralogiſm. . + + 
Another Caveat for, our Defen- 
dant is, that he -engage ngt him'clif 
npon the Opinion ..of one party of 
D;vines, or undertake to maintain a- 
gain(t his Adverſary, what cven ſome 
of his own Dotors oppoſe without 
cenſure, and ſo is;,rathera$qholalti- 
cal than--Gpntroverſial queſtion z - to 
this purpoſe is to be noted that ſome 
Gyrrens cenclude for neceſſary what 
others confine to ſome one part z as 
in the. point of /nfallibilary, ſome 
place it -in the Pope, ſome in, the 
Council, others in bothz there arc 
again, who lodge it in the "whole 
Church, 
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Church, which contains all theſe and 
more : Here the ſafe and prudent 
Controvertilt chuſes that which is 
moſt ample, and ſo quits himſelf both 
of the trouble and danger in anſwer- 
ing the arguments made again(t the. 
ſingle parties, and wiſely keeps with- 
in the ſtrong Yold of Chriltianity, 
wherein all agree, 

'Tis true, if the Defendant be put 
to declare his ag and an argu- 
gument preſs him, he may be ſom- 
times bound to chuſe one Opinion of 
Divines before another, or rather in- 
deed forged to follow that with which 
he is beſt acquainted; wherefore 
the rule | have given is intended only 
to ſerve in_its proper place and ſea- 
ſon. This method, beſides the ad- 
vantage already explicated, abridges 
very muchthe number of Controver- 
fies ; brings the Parties farnearer to 
agreement; and ' produces more ſta» 
bleneſs in Religion, while 'tis in ſome 
meaſure diſcern'd what eſſentially be- 
longs t® it, what not. 

* 
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Twelfth Reflexion. 
On the Quality of ſome ſorts of Ar- 


guments out of $&iptare. 


THe next thing we have to look in- 
to, is the Nature of the Argu- 
ments to. be uſed in 9nakoyg = wart 
ons, which by the precedent diſcourſe 
we ſce are of three kinds; out of 
Scripture, Fathers, and Reaſon, To 
begia with the firlt, 'tis » that 
from thence arguments may be de- 
duced two ways: One;out of the pure 
force of the words ; the other, out of 
the connexion of ſenſe and diſcourſe 
acknowledg'd in the words, 

In the former the Arguers either 
preſs the- words of one ſole ſentence 
which. th: y alledg, thinking to make 
evident that their 'pretended ſenſe is. 
the very meaning of the words; or 
elſe they bring a Conglobationgf Yi- 
vers: places where one fortifics ano- 

; ther, 
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ther, abſolutely concluding that the 


ſenſe of words ſo often reiterated, 
cannot chuſe but be the true mind of 
the Scripture. When the conclafion 
depends on the words of one Text, 
and the force of the argument no 0- 
ther then the ticah or DiQtio- 
nary ſenſe of them; 'tis ordinarily a 
pittiful trifle, and the whole Diſpu- 
tation meerly Boys play, and a Con- 
ſtruing of, Terence ; it bring almoſt, 
if not altogether impoſſible in our 
Controverſies to find a place of Scrip- 
ture convincing, (and ſuch only. are 
fit to he infited on; ) becauſe the- 
down-right fignification of a word , 
efpecially 'm an undogmatical delive- 
of onesmind, is more wavering & 

rngecdia than the Aſpin-leaf, 
I remember, as T once prefſt this ve-- 
y thing to a Diſputant ; he imme- 
iately objected that paſſage, Abra- 
ham genuit Jſaac, which he thought 
unexplicable in any other ſenſe ; and 
upon the ſuddain I was not furniſtt 
with®the divers ions of this 
word Genut;. but provided me 
an.anſwer out of the firſt of St, Adar- 
: "4 thew, 


4 
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thew, where 'tis ſaid, Forab genuit 
Ozzam, though there were ſome in- 
termedial Generations omitted: : 
whence plainly appear'd that from 
the preciſe words, Abrabam genuit 
1ſaac, it could not with certainty be 
inferr'd that rebound Inas's. Fas 
ther, Now aftcr ſuch”an inſtance; 
what evidence can. be ed, if 
we proceed ſeverely out the ſimple 
iignufication of the e tex of Scrip- 
ture? 

Belides, who can be ſhallow to 
think a. Sect that has mien of any wit 
in it ſhould maintain a Pofgion a+ 
gain(t that,ſcnſe. of the. Letter which 
every Boy penctrates , but | it has 
arm'd it ſelf. with ſome ſubterfuge 
which ordinarily ſpeaking, - cannot bo 
weaker than an inference” which de- 
pends on ſo incertain and- variable 
a.ground as the yſe of words in our 
ſpeech, 

FNeverthelcly this kind ' of rgu, 
went is both the maſt uſed, and mucty 
vanted any ;, For example , th® Lg- 
therans an c alumiſts agree in ſaying 
there's Bread in the. Fieſed, Vacras. 

ment : 
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ment © Their Argument againſt Ca-' 
tholicks is, that Chriſt calls it Bread 
after Conſecration ; if we anſwer, He: 
calls it not nakedly Bread , but this 
Bread or Þread of Life, or with fome 
other Character to diſtinguiſh it from 
ordinary Breadgwhey preſently cry 
out the word Bread in Thomas Tho- 
maſou ſignifies only Bread made of 
Wheat, and ſing Viftory, as if no- 
thing were anſwered. - So in the in- 
terpretation of the Text, He rook 
Byead and bleſſed it, and gaveit, &c:; 
If we ſhould' defire intead of the 
word Blefd, to put int twrned into hs 
Body, tell them that the Bleſſmg 
was'the ſaying, This is ny Body, they 
will'be abſolutely ene, as if we 
committed "the preatelt abſlirdity in 
the Wort,” asking in- what Dictio- 
nary-or Author to Bleſs ſignifies, to 
wrn iato'ones Body, and will by no 
means hear 'that in thiscuſe Bleſſing 
way the" profibuncirg ſuch words in 
thoſe cirgamRances wherein it muſt 
ncce{ſarily fignifie the turning into his 
Body. At is poſſible that men other- 
wiſe, neither. unleern'd nor unwitty 


ſhould: 
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ſhould be ſo over-weend and blindly 
partial as to believe there's any force 
in ſuch allegati which every Boy 
that conſtrues not by rote, but under- 
ſtands what he ſpeaks, is able to-diſ- 


cover ? 


fiallowneſs and impertinency is, that 
this diſputative kind of men never 
rais'd their underſtanding to Geome- 
trical demonſtrations , or any ſolid 
diſcourſe , - nor indeed beyond the 
pratiſe of Grammer rules in Scrip- 


ture , and ſome quaint criticiſm of 


the ſame pitch; and ſo are fit to 
make a fine ſmooth diſcourſe in a Pub 
pit, or talk plauſibly to unlearned 
perſons, who are altogether ignorant 
and incapable of knowing the rigour 
of diſputation ; but as for compoſing 
an argument that ſhould bear the 
touch of judicious Examiners, they 
arc utterly unable ; though _—_ 
nior Sophiſters -they can pop off a 
grea*: many ſlight objections, and run 
$ large courſe from one toangther, 
having a ſhew of learning, bot voyd 
ef the power and ſubſtance __ 

| Little 


| 
But the reaſon kgpnceive of this 


| 
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Little: different is the Awthoriry 
they boaſt of as their great Achrles, 
out of Theodorer, and an obſcure wri- 
ter, called Ge/aſa«s, who ſay the na - 
ture of Bread remains after Conſe- 


cration 5 and if you tell them the 
word Nature git the Quality, c- 
ven in our ordinary ſpeech, they in- 
ſtantly triumph, thinking the moſt 
Grammatical ſenſe muſt carry the 
Bays, without conſideration either of 
the words circumſtant, or connexion 
of the ſenſe, Which if any Scholflar 
of an upper Form ſhould do, he could 
not but expect a ſmart-reward from 
his Maſter. Yet theſe kinds of quib- 
bles are in a manner their ſtrongeſt 
Arguments out of Seripture,by which 
they ſeek to over-throw the Religion 
of their Fore-fathers. 

Another way they have ſtill wea- 
ker then this, taking words which ſig- 
mife no ſuch thing as the pretended 
concluſion, and yet perforce you muſt 


underſtand that the Scripture is clear: 


again Fbu; as when they cite E/; 

$8. Tote Wills are found in your Faſt- 

gs, to prove that voluntary Fafts 
; arc 
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are unlawful; and ſar. 15. That 
which enters into the mouth defiles 
not the ſoul, but that which comes 
out from the heart. When againſt 
works of Supererogation they al- 
ledge Luk. 17. Having done all that 
is commanded, yougſgy, you arc un- 
profitable Servants; and infinite 0- 
ther places of the ſame nature : In 
all which neither is that they aym at 
by their allegation ſaid, (ſo much as 
in the outward Letter) nor any ſhew 
of the lca(t connexion with their pre- 
tence: Nay very often ſuch paſſages 
favour the adverſe party , gs in the: 
initances above, the firlt reprehends: 
the Falts of the wicked Jews, be- 
cauſe they continued their impieties, 
notwithſtanding their outward afflit- 
ing themſelves, which _—_— the 
dury itſelf to be good, but their man- 
nerof performing it unjuſtifiable. The 
ſecond clearly concludes , that ſince 
the diſobedience in cating forbidden 
mcats, flows-from the heart, 'tis fin- 
not to abſtain. The third Mippoſes 
plainly that the Comman nts- 
may- be fulkill'd, which Proteſtants. 
deny, 
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deny, and import mure 'may be 
done, which is all that Catholicks 
affirm, 

Both theſe ſorts of Arguments [ © 
confeſs are common to cach parties, 
n_ with this lrrencey a ——_ 
ick relyes n natly upon ſoc 
ploſſes for his *i amy be. fixt 
on the firm and ſolid baſis of receiving 
his Faith by ſucceſſion from Chritlt ; 
and therefore in his mouth ſuch infe- 
rences are condeſcendencies to the 
weakneſs of his Auditory, whom he 
hopes by this Milk. to make capable 
of ſtronger meat : But for Prote- 
ſtants, ſuch conjeQural deductions 
are the ſole foundation of their be- 
lief, on which Sandy ground they 
ſtrive to perſwade their followers to 
build their Religion, hindering them 
from ſettling on the fure rock of the 
Church. 


T he 
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AY 


The Thirteenth Re- 


flexion. 
—— 


On other ſort: of Arguments,drawn 
out of Scripture. 


Rue leaving theſe Shuttlecock Ar- 
guments, which ar@cafily ban- 
dicd to and fro on either fide ; let us 
look on the next kind, which makes 
nſe_ of a heap of Texts toprove the 
Conclufion tended, And this | de- 
24 _— a ſolid proceeding, if 6. 
a Logician to manage it, a 
an Auditory capable. of it; which 
both are very rare ;. and therefore 
this courſe is fitter for writing and 
reading with deliberation , than for 
a ſuddain conflict upon the place. 
| There are two ways of ling 
this Weapon : One ſimply ctougls a 
world of Texts together, givthg eve- 
py. one its force in ſhort, and over- 
whelming 
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whelming the Auditour by their mul 
titude, This docs well in an Oration 
orScrmon , and carryes a great re- 
ſemblance of ſtrength : Bur if it 
comes to be Anatomiz'd by the Ad- 
verſary, and the weakneſs of cvery 
one ſhew'd in gawicular ; the Con- 
cluſion ſtands naked and afham'd, be- 
__ {tript of all the fine Feathers 
it had borrowed to adorn it ſelf, and 
the Authour.aſtoniſht to ſce his own 
opinion ſo unexzpeRedly changed : 
And therefore in a diſpute where the 
Adverfary has his Law to anſwer one 
by one, this accumulation ſerves to. 
little purpoſe more than to ſpend 
time. 

The other way of employing a con- 
globation is, to pretend ts bring alt 
Texts which are favourable to 
fides, and by comparing them to 
fhew which party ands with Scfip- 
tote, which againſt it. Bur firſt; Tis 
evident this manner is not proper for 
a regular combat, the Adverſary ha- 
ving, always a right to demand the 
plantinFhis own Battery himſelf, and 
is not bound to accept it from his E- 


nemy. 
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nemy. Apain, to do it well, and 
make this compariſon as it ought, ſo 
many things are to be conſider'd, that 
'tis rather the ſubject of a Book, then 
fit for the propoſal of one party, to 
which the other is to anſwer immedi- 
ately upon the ples, 

For, there ought to be examin'd 
what Texts formally contain the po- 
ſition to be prov'd, what only ſome 
connexed Verity, out of which it may 
be drawn, - and the degrees of this 
connexion : Again, what ſpeeches 
are proper, what Metaphorical, and 
the. degrees of Tranſlation: Again, 
The occaſions of the ſpeaking, and the 
coherence with actions or words pre- 
cedent- and ſubſequent. All which 
obſeryations are ſo many, and ſo tedi- 
ous to be. well perform'd, that they 
can by no means be brought into the 
brevity of a Dialogiſtical Oppoſition, 
without making whole Sermons on 
one ſide and the other, which will-be 
irkſome and diſpleaſing to the Audi- 
tory, and have at laſt no effe, our 
memory being not able to &rry a- 
way ſuch a heap of notions ſo _-_ 

fectly, 
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fetly, as to be capable of framing an 
exact judgment of them. 

Beſides, if any one Text of theſe 
were abſolutely convincing, the reſt 
would be bugthenſome, and but hin- 
der and embroil the evidence of the 
Concluſion : If e clearly prove, 
then all-rogethEr can make but one 
ſide more probable than the other, 
that is, neither fide truce and certain ; 
and ſo are of little effet rowards the 
ending Controverſice , but purely a . 
ſuperfluous labour and tryal of wits, 
not a deciding Queſtions, or ſetting 
the Auditgpy in the right way to Hea- 
ven. 

There is another way call'd indeed 
argaing out of Scripture ; but truly 
and in effect is arguing out of Rea- 
ſon : For, it conſiſts in this, that you 
take places of Scripture containing 
verities known end admitted by both 
parties, the ſence and meaning of 
the Texts being perfectly agreed on ; 
and out of theſe, make your way to 
other vrtnown Truchs which you de- 
fire fogiſcover, Now, clearly; it 
availes as rauch to take the naked 

Ccon- 
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words of Scripture ; for, - 
ing acknowledged truth, 'twas ey 
leſs to bring proof of them ſo that 
Scripture ſtands but for an Ornament 
in this diſcourſe, and the force of the 
Argument is from confeſs'd 
truths; and fo is y a diſcourſe 
of Reaſon, not of Authority, though 
it may a-far off depend upon Scrip- 
ture, We will not, therefore, at 
preſent, trouble our ſelves with dif. 
cuſſing this ſort of Arguments, but 
remit it to the examination of Rea- 
fon wherean it depends. 

Bnt becauſe ſome. are*ſo madly 
careleſs of their own Salvation, that 
they. content themſelves with proba- 
bility for Religion, and will rd 
their hope of Heaven upon any ad- 
venture , eſpecially if Scripture be 
made the a We are forced 
to ſpeak of a third manner of diſpu- 
ting by Scripture, in which their aime 
is not whether the point propounded 
be true or falſe, for, that ÞB not in- 
tended to be convinced ; butgyMRther 
fide is the more probable or plauſible, 

purc- 
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purely confidering Scripture, _ And 
clearly, he who pretends to proceed 
inthis, according to Conſcience, is 
bound to examine gll that is Sip 
rure concerhing the point ; tli- 
gently weighing both ſides of the 
Scales with the ha judgment God 
affords him, to pronounce Sen- 
tence; wherein he ought not only 
conſider the number of places , but 
their nature, and be able to compare 
their qualities together. 

Now concerning this kind of diſ- 
putation, 'tis impoſhble any can with 
reaſon pexſwade bimſelf that he , 'or 
any othef can produce all that out of 
Scripture may be alledged : Since 
our Saviour himſelf has ſhew'd us by 
his example, that Arguments may be 
drawn, and thoſe efficacious ones 
from Texts where we lealt dream of 
any ſuch ſence + As, when diſputing 
againſt the Sadduces , he made this 
argument ; God is God of Abrabarn, 
Iſaar, and Facob; But, he is not the 
Godof avthing ;- therefore, Abraham, 
ſat, rad 7acpb (hall riſe again, or re- 
min (till alive in Soul, with hope of 

| their 
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their Body and Reſurreftion, Who 
can- he confident . of producing or 
knowing all that is in Scripture con» 
ceruing any poirit, when the truth 
may lye in ſuch unlikely places ? 
ſurclyit mult be a great, either igno- 
rance .or temerlyy, to undertake 
ir, 

Nor indeed, cati we ever arrive fo 
far in this way of ſearch as really to 
know what is more or Jeſs probable 
out of Scripture; but only what, ovt 
of thoſe places - which our ſelves 
know, or at molt, what thoſe An- 
thours we have ſeen, do brigg,is more 
or Icſs probable. ' Whence 'tis evi- 
dent that thoſe who relye on Scri 
ture, or rather profeſs ſo, truly dy 
not on it, . but their own or their Tea- 
chers diligence, whom they ſuppoſe 
to know the whole latitude of 'Stri 
ture-proof, which neverthieters" 18 
not only ſalſe, but generally im- 
poſſible. 

As for the qualification''of the 
places themſelves, | muſt divkeghem 
into two kinds: The firſt j9#® when 
the Text either. does;' or is pretended 
co 
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to ſay in expreſs terms the Concluſi- 
on of the Proponent, or to be fully 
equivalent toit, or in which the out- 
ward ſound of the words is clear for 
his Tener, Such arc on the Cathv- 
lick fide, This # my Body : Simon the 
firſt, The Gates Hel ſhall not pre- 
vail <gainf mfThurch : Wheſe ſims ye 
forgive, ſhall be forgiven, and ſeveral 
others for ſeveral points. Whereas 
the Proteſtant has not any one Text 
of this Natore againſt the Catholick, 
unleſs they make uſe of the, precept 
| againſt graver Images , which con- 
cerns Chriſtians no'more then the Sa- 
crifizing"a Lamb at Eaſter , being 
purely a Law given to the Jews. The 
other kind, ſuch Texts as have, or are 
pretended to have a ſence, out of 
which the ProponentsConcluſion fol- 
lows : ſo that there may be concern- 
ing theſe a double incertitude ; one 
' whether the place produced fignifics 
what the Proponent intends : And 


ſecondly, whether out of that follows 
the Sonnaney Concluſion, And thus 
mucA i reference to Scriptural Dil- 
putation, 


F The 
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The Fourteenth Re-. 


flexion, 
— 


On the Arguments drawn out of 
the Fathers. 


=> ſecond Neſt of Authority , 
out of which, Arguments take 
wing, is the copious Library 
of Fathers;where 'tis to be er'd, 
that, whether Proteſtant or Catholick 
be to diſpute ; his Argument has a 
double remove from the Concluſion : 
For , whereas both ſides allow that 
the right ſence of Scripture is of ab- 
ſolute certainty, and fo all the difh- 
culty runs about what is the true 
meaning of the letter ; concerning 
Fathers there are two Queſtions, one 
whether it be their opinion which the 
Arguent ſays is ſo; the othÞ#r, whe- 
ther it be truth after 'tis con@{24 to 
be thcir opinion ; for ncither m 
lic 


— 
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lick nor Proteſtant agrees to all things 
that one or two Fathers may hold; 
nay Proteſtants defie them all, and c- 
ven Catholicks require an Univerſa- 
lity inthem to make them infallible. 
So that if cither Catholick or Pro- 
teſtant be th er, he ought firſt 
to accord with his Adverſary,to ſtand 
to ſuch one or more Fathers as he 

urpoſes to uce, or clſe not to 
conrenk for or labour loſt, and 
breath caſt away. 

The Proteſtants uſe to make two 
compariſons in Fathers ; one in Age, 
the other in Learning or Reputation. 
As for "the former, they much infiſt 
upon' the three firſt Centuries, ſvp- 
poſing them purer then the reſt. 
n which their aime, without doubt, 
is to reject all; becauſe , when the 
lit, they tell you the Impurity 
Dottrine began as ſoon as the Apo- 
ſtles were dead. By which impurity, 
if they mean damnable Errours, all 
the Authority of Fathers is evacu- 
ated ; Tor then their Teſtimony is no 
furth&@ pood , then it pleaſes every 
Miniſter to declare the point contro- 

F 2 verted 
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.verted to be, or not to be a damnable 
errour; and ſo even the three fir 
Ages are blown away with the relt. 
But if the point in controverfie be no 
damnable Errour, then the Fathcrs 
Authority with them is not to be c- 
ſteem'sd ; it bein to err, ſoit be 
not damnably ,and thefT being no ob- 
ligation to know unneceſſary truths, 
Ina word, If the Church can err, 
and has erred theſe thouſand years, 
'tis but courteſy to ſay "ſhe did not 
ſothe former ſix hundred ; and truly 
the-Fathers have no Authority at all ; 
but-if it cannot err, nor has erred, 
then the Fathers of the latt In arc 
as good Witneſſes as thoſe of the for- 
mer, ſo they be inducd with Vniver- 


aluy, 

4 Their other diſtinction is as little 
10 the purpoſe, For, we do not cite 
Fathers as Doctors, whoſe opinion 
* is no. better than their Reaſon; but 
for Witneſſes, whoſe Authority cou- 
fits in a grave and moderate know. 
a0 of what is belicved and ppatticed 
in the ages reſpectively whergn Fhey 
Jiv'd: And ſo, though the more an- 
tient 


p , 
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tient Fathers Teſtimony is preferr'd 
before the more modern, becauſe its: 
formal witneſs is of a more nearneſs 
to Chriſt, and of longer durance to- 
wards us; yet, the greater learning 
of one, though igaother points ver 
conſiderable SM Dodtrines of Faith 
has no value, provided the unlearn- 
eder Father have enough to warrant* 
his knowledg of the preſcnt practice- 
and belicf* of Chriſtians, Bur in rea- 
lity, any Father , whoſe authority: 
carrys us beyond the apparent memo-- 
ry of man-kind, is as good as the bet 
for deRaring the Faith of the Church 
then preſent, which becavſe it re- 
ceiv'd its Dodrine by cntail , every 
ages teftimony,in ſuch matters of fa&, 
is frrm and irrefragable. 

To conclude therefore, The Cath-- 
lick makes no difference of the Quali- 
ty of Fathers, nor much of rheir An- 
tiquity ; but admits all, ſo they come: 
with Univerſality : The Proteſtant, 
though he will a little fimper at it, yet * 
ngg«luſion, rejects all ; ſetting his 
own judgment, which he calls Scrip- 
ture, for high Umpire, of what in- 
F 3 them 
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them is right, what wrong. Tixere- 
fore 'tis fruitleſs te diſpute againit a 
Proteſtant out of Antiquity , unleſs 
you firlt ſettle whar proof he will ad- 
mit, Neither js it eaſie for a Pro- 
teſtant to argue (tzongly againit a 
Catholick out of the Fawers; For, if 
the Catholick will bind him to it, he 
mult bring an Univerſality of them, 
or elſetkere's no obligation to receive 
them; and how he will ge about to 
do this, Iunderſtand not. I meanin 
a private diſputation, where three or 
four Teſtimonies may eaſily be fpun 
ont to take up the whale time Reople 
are gencrally willing to beſtow on 
ſuch a vere Nevertheleſs, the 


ſpruce yonkers arc forward to cry, 


at all the Fathers are on their fide ; 


as their Patriarch Fewe! began the 
queſt to thera, ſo ſhamefully, that his 
own Chaplain forſook him for his im- 
pudent falſhood. 

But concerning this point, 'tis to 
be noted, that whereas theyggon- 
feſſedly break from the univerſz 
of Antiquity in all Church-practice, 
as in_the Lirurgies, Litames, Maſs, 

Praying 


f 
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Praying to Saints, Praying for the 
Dead, moſt of the Sacraments, Re- 
liques, Altars, Pilgrimages, Faftings, 
Proceſſions, Celibate of Prieſts, Reli- 


giowe Orders , and the generality of 


Church- Diſcipline : Yet have they ſo 
little ingenuitwgpAs, before Women: 
and ignorant Perſons to aver them- 
ſelves the only followers of Antiqui- 
ty; and undertake to prove it by 
certain ends of Texts, concerning 
ſome ſpecial circumſtance or nice 
point, in which they have found ſome 
dark place out of ſome Father. 

I put@herefore this queſtion to any 
judicious perſon, who is curiovs to 
hear diſputes_in Religion ; whether, 
in ſo large a Book as the Scripture, it 
be poſhble, morally ſpeaking , there 


ſhould not be divers hard and obſcure 


paſſages ? And then, whether an cld- 
uent Sophiſter may nor make uſe of 
uch places to circumvent and delude 
weak ſouls , unable to remember or 
markathe contrary Texts, and judg 
Ny them ? Theſe two being 
gran , which muſt\not be deny'd 
y any that has read e&. 3. 16. 

| F. 4 I, 
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I-asx, What ſecurity he can have, that 
tis Diſputant is not ſuch an ope * 
Aod what I fay of Scripure, is far 
truer of the works of Fathers, which 
are both more ample, and may have 
errours in them, *o that all diſputing 
out of Antiquity , Wakyt beating the 
ayre, unleſs the Parties be firit «- 
greed what Fathers Authorities are 
ſyulhcient to conclude and terminate 
their difterenccs, . 

However, you'l ſay, it cannot be 
deny'd but that he, who has ſludyed. 


the Fathers ſo well, as to be able to. 


make a ranged battail out of uch ob- 
ſcure places againſt Catholicks, mult 
be an able man; and therefore his 
Authority deſerves to bear ſway, and 
to carry creeit among the unlearneder 
fort, Butl am not of that mind ; for 
how poor a buſineſs is it to fall from 
the Authority of the Church , to the 
Authority. of a private Doctor ? a- 
gain, to retire from the Authority of 
more, to the authority of few,js not 
the part of unlearned ; who, hecayſe 
they are not able to judg of th&ua- 
lity, ought to ſtick to the quantity. 
But 


—_ 
x 


But what is moſt confiderable, is that. 
by all likelihood, this great Doctor, if 
he be young, has not read the Au- 
thours themſelves, but at moſt, col- 
leted ſuch places as he has found 
cited in others ; which argues but a 
ſmall Modicumw*st learning , though 
he make a great ſhew, like one who 
can recite three Verſes of Homer ina 


Country School. 


The Fifteenth Re- 


flexion. 


On Arouments drawn from-Reaſon, 
for Religion. 


F Here's left Reaſon, and the Argu- 

ments which iſſue from it. Now - 
ligion -is . gencrally . appre- 
henge _ a ye Na- 
ture, Yad deriv'd by Aut 


I. ours: 
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ority from - 
a ſource of higher underſtanding then » 
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ours: Yet on the other {ide it cannot 
be planted in us, otherwiſe then that 
the root of it muſt neceſſarily be in 
Reaſon, ſince Reaſon js our Nature. 
Now then ,. the root and baſis of be- 
lieving is menkogy Boas this, that" 
we judg we ought lieve; which 
i-as much as, that 'tis reaſonable we 
ſhould believe : Wherefore, the Ar- 
guments from Reaſon chiefly to be 
mannaged in matter of .Religion , 
ſhould be in common, whether it be 
Reaſon to believe what is propoſed ? 
And becauſe none can doubt whether 
Reaſon _ to believe what God 
propoſes, the whole queſtion is re- 
rurn'd upon this point , Whether 
Reaſon binds us to believe what the 
Church, or our Fore-fathers, deliver 
as the' Dotftrine which Feſus Chr: ſt 
(whoſe Authority is above excep- 
tion) taught and delivered to the 
World from his Eternal Father ? In 
which queſtion, the Afhrmative rea- 
ſons belongonly to Catholickyy the 

ores A Sade, * 
Here the Catholick-DiſputaMf has 
two ways to proceed: One is, in a 
raan- 
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ner, Metaphyſical, and of a rigorous. 
conſequence ; by ſhewing that this 
Principle of adhearing to our Fore- 
fathers DoQtrine in the way the 
Church relyes on, could not be taken 
up in any middle,age, but muſt of 
neceſſity have been continu'd from 
the beginning; and that, if ithas been 
contin!'d from the beginning, no er- 
rour can have crept in; which bei 
done, 'tis as evidently. demonſtrate 
that Catholick-Faith is the ſole Chri- 
ftian-Faith ; as that the three Angles 
of a Triangle are equal to tworight: 
Angleyp or any other Verity-in Eu- 
clyde or Archimedes. 

The other way is, to gfſume to pru- 
dent moral men, that whoever ſces 
ſuch evidence for his Religion, as he 
has for venturing his Life, his Eſtate, 
his Honour, &c. cannot be cxcus'd, 
neither in Conſcience nor Honour, if 
he does not embrace it. For, if he- 
ſces the ſame advantage in two caſes, 
and in one will venture , in the other 
willngs, he is manifeſtly unreaſona- 
ble ;* and, what-ever he ſays to the 
contrary, may. juſtly be ſuſpeRed of - 

making - 
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mky no real and ſerious apprehen- 
ſion of the future life,and the goods of 
it, but that ſenſe prevails in him a- 
bove Reaſon, Now, that the Ca- 
tholick Faith has all the advantages, 
upon . which men adventure their 
Lives, Eſtates, rrHonours , cc. 
will cafily and clearly. appear, if the 
right way be taken; the Authorit 
of the Church being ſo far beyond all 
Witneſles uſcd in | 4 none; all pro- 
babilities in War, and Merchandi- 
Zing, that there is no compariſon be- 
twixt them. 

The ObjeQions which Hggeticks 
bring, arc, for the moſt part Authori-, 
ties of. the nature we ſpoke of be- 
fore : which, in ſuch abundance of 
writings as are in Scripture and Fe- 
ters , cannot fail to be found by 
tzoſe that purpoſely ſeck them; being 
ſpeeches delivered by the by, when 
they, are attentive to ſome other 
queſtiyn, or in circumſtances not 
well known to us; in fine, _ 
ties -ſuch as, of neceſſity ., cannot he 
avoided. inmuch ſpeaking, hes 
ther , convince the Authours mind, 

ner , 
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nor-much leſs the verity of the queſti- 

on debated, + 
The Arguments drawn from Rea- 
ſon, for proof or diſproof of particu- 
lar points , are chiefly in myſtcries 
difficult in Nature » Againſt which He- 
reticks frame the”ordinary objecti- 
ons ; as,againſt the holy Trmy, how 
the ſame thing can be one and three ; 
againſt the Incaymarion, how the ſame 
Perſon can be God and Man; and a- 
gainſt the holy Exchariſt,how Chriſt's 
body can be divided like an homoge- 
nial body; And, ſuch kind of Argu- 
ments arg hard to be anſwered, Uni- 
verſally ; becauſe the Propounder arid 
Auditory have not Phyloſophy e- 
nough to underſtand the ſolution, and 
ſometimes the Anſwerer himſelf falls 
ſhort ; for, not every Catholick, nor 
yet every Catholick-Diſputant is ne- 
ceſſarily a great Philoſopher ; though, 
if he ſuſpects his Adverſarics ſubtilty, 
he ought cither be provided, or ab- 
ſtain fo diſputing, or profeſs him- 
ſelf aq Walter in ſuch ſpeculations, 
and ſvw"wave them better with his 
own- diſparagement, then- attempt 
them 
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them with the diſhonour of the 
_ R rally.the Ob. 
In other poiats, generally, the 
jeions againlt Catholick-truths are 
very trivial ; as,againſ the Popes Au- 
thority , that there cannot be more - 
heads or _— and that Chriſt 
is one; againſt ſatufattion for ſans, 
that Chuitk ſatisf'd Nkcieed p a- 
aint ?raying to Saints, that there is 
Far one Mediatour ; or, that Saints 
have no Ears, and ſo cannot hear, and 
the like ; which are pittiful Pulpit- 
babbles to- fill the mouths of weak 
ſons, who think, as ſoap as with 
one of theſe they have troubled ſome 
ſimple Creature, that themſelves are 
fit to diſpute with _——_ of Rome : 
Such toys may be f againſt any 
thing; and an exercis'd Diſputant 
cannot be ignorant of the Anſwers, 
but eaſily weary of the employment, 
and aſham'd of having let himſelf be 
drawn into it. 
As for Arguments from Reaſon to 
ove Catholick - truths, gnay- 
as ſtrong as the Diſputant TS capa- 
ble of, For, no Argument is ſo 


ſtrong, 
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ſtrong , but, if ſhot from a weak. 
hand, may prove wholly blunt and 
impenetrant: So, muſt I leave the 
Catholick Diſputant to his diſcretion 
in this part ; as, not to engage, unleſs 
he be aſſured both zhat his Dart is 
good, and that he has the dexterity 
toayme it tight. Out of this ſhort 
ſurvey of the nature of Arguments, 
the good Logician will cafily ſee 'tis 
meer lofs of-time to diſpute with one, 
who is not able, or will not ſo much 
as profeſs to bring a Demonſtration : 

mg, indeed, to no more purpoſe, 
then the#toſſing of Balls in a Tennis- 
Court, 
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The Sixteenth Re- 
fleYon. 


On the Qualities befitting the An- 
ditory at a Diſputation. 


Et is there a farther conſiderati- 
on not to be negleRted, con- 
cerning the Auditory which 

is cither favoorable, or contrary, or 
indiffegent., And, becauſe theſe Qua- 
lities ariſe cither out of the Under- 
ſtanding or the Will ; we ought firſt 
to look into the Underſtanding, in 
which nothing but incapacity makes. 
one unfit; and incapacity is either 
natural, or for want of ſtudy and art, 
or by Cuſtom: that of Nature,is helpt 


by much explication ; and hs 


whichgproceeds from want 0 : 
With «his difference, that natUfal in- 
capacity is taken away by ——_—_ 
of, 
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of the particular matter in hand ; 
which is tolerable, becauſe it draws 
not the Diſputation out of its own 
bounds : But, when the incapacity 
is for want of ſtudy, 'tis becauſe the 
Diſputation ſuppoſes ſome Princi- 
ples, whereof theAuory is ignorant; 
and theſe are of two kinds, the one 
Logical, the other Theological. 

The farſt happens chiefly in the uſe. 
of Diſputatign; as,if the Auditory be 
ignorant of the form, and fo will have 
the Diſputant play the Defendants 
part, or contrarily the Defendant act 
the Dit tants; or delices that, in- 
ſtezd of a :igorous form, they fall on 
diſconrfiag or Preaching at large, 
Likewiſe, if the Auditory know not 
the uſe of diſtintion ; and ſs cither 
hindcrs the Defendant from. diſtin- 
guiſhing, or permits it him where 
there are not two ſenſes in the words 
the Diſputant uſes , but, by adding 
words of his own, he ſeems to make 
two ſences where there is but one, 
As ghE pix putant ſhould take, that 
tis theMature of a Man to have two 
Leggs ; and the Anſwerer ſhauld di: 

ſtinguiſh, 
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ſtinguiſh, ſaying *tis truly the Nature 
of white Men, but not of black Men ; 
or, the Nature of Exropeans, but not 
of Africans : Here the Diſputant is 
wronged; for taking his riſe from 
this, that to hays two Leggs,. is the 
Nature of a Man , he might prove it 
were the Nature of Africans, becauſe 
they are Men : Now for want of Lo- 
gick in the Reſpondent, and the Audi- 
tory, he is not permitted to take the 
Nature of Man in common; but muſt 
take the Nature of an Africey, and 
fo is put beſides his Argument. 

The other Ignorance , i;zof ſome 
Theological point, which is beſides the 
matter ; fo the queſtion is drawn to 
another buſineſs, and the Auditory 
remains unſatisfi'd and diſcontented, 
thinking 'tis the Diſputants fault, 
whereas 'tis their own. 

The third Incapacity,is by Cuſtom: 
&'this likewiſe is two-fold; one gene- 
ral, the other particular: the gene- 
ral is, when the Auditory hgs becn 
uſed to ſlight difcourſes in hy Ar of 
Studies; and ſo never bend themſelves 
to penetrate deeply into the pro- 

poſed 
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ſed queſtion, but take their reſo- 
halen by fancy, who ſpeaks well, 
who not. The particular is, when 
the Auditory is meanly verſed in the 
queſtion it ſelf, and uſed to hear cer- 
tain terms for the figal ſolution of 
it; to which when the Diſputant is 
arrived, they take it for ; ms that 
all is faid that can be faid, and never 
conſider whether the ſolution be ſolid, 
or the reply upon it efficacious or ne, 
This incapacity is proper to half- 
witted perſons, and. to the ſcience 
which is called _ _ 2 
portion Gent to E one 
talk and think himſelf wiſe, but not 
able to make him know any thing. 
From the Wil, ſpring more for- 
mally thofe imperfetions which 
make the Auditory unfit to aſſiſt at a 
Diſputation, Let the firſt be a Vani- 
ty or ſecret Pride; through which, 
ſome come not to ſee the truth of the 
thing in queſtion, for in that they 
ſuppoſe themſelves perfet, as think- 
ing ow more than any other 
can p , eſteeming all knowledg 
to be but flaſhes of wit ; and there- 


fore 
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fore they come either for paſtime, or | 


to cenſure ; not with a defire to: #m- 
prove themſelves in any truth. -To 
theſe good& mult come of Diſputa- 
tion again't their wills, if any can ; 
for none they ſcek. 

There is another ſort faulty by the 
contrary diſpoſition ; for, they are ſo 
| difidentof themſelves, they dare not 
judg of any thing ; and, which is 
worſe, though poſſibly. they: know it 
not, have their Opintons abſolutely 
tycd.cither to the credit or cloquence 
of ſome particular perſon whom the 

aſtonately eſteem. Neg, 'tis lo 


bour to diſpute for their ſakes, who 


dare not truſt themſelves to ſee the 
evidence of what you ſay, but either 
afterwards confer with the Adverſary 
aboutit; and have not an cqual re- 
courſe to you, or will not hear you 
ſpeak, unleſs they have ſome-body. 
by, to blot out the notions you ſcek 
to 1mprint in their underſtandings, be- 
fore they can ſettle in them, 4 So that, 
evidently,'tis in vain to ca Seed 
into ſuch an High-way , were the 
Birds of the ayre are continually. 

picking 


— ___ 


>» 
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picking it up before it can take 


root. 

A third, and that the moſt univer- 
ſal wilfulneſs of the Auditory conſiſts 
in ſome affection or intereſt, which 
he that has it, cither cannot or ' docs 
not ſee, Some havt fear of their 
Friends or Parents, ſome of Wife or 
famikar Acquaintance, fome of Per- 
ſecutionz ſome . have pretences of 


riſing, ſome of Marrying themſelves 


or their Children ; ſome have an e- 
ſeem of other perſons, either for 
their Learning or Wiſdom ; ever 

one ſomwhat or other ; Yet as 

them, anE they are ready to proteſt 
that, were the truth evident to them, 
they would vallew none of all theſe 
things more then the dirt under their 
ſhooes, And God forbid I ſheuld 
think they counterfeit ; for you may 
often perceive tokens that truely they 
think what they ſay, and deceive 
themſelves more then they do others. 
But, which is worſt, they never ſuſ- 
pet _tMt theſe Intereſts prevent 
their ®Khrg the truth, and hinder 
them from penctrating and ſticking 
| to 
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to what they hear, and/begin weakly ' 


to apprehend. | 

Out of all that has been ſaid, it will 
follow that D+ſputerion is ſeldom the 
means to advance in the truth of Re- 
ligion. For, placing for your foun- 
dation, that Ivifputes in Religion be- 
tween contrary parties are notto be 
inſtituted, but in order to find out the 
Truth ; you preſently diſcern all fuch 

Arguments ought to be excluded as 
pretend not certainty, or elſe Rei. 
gion is not to be taken for a ſpecula- 
This bein done, Diſputagi 

ing on is, in a 
manner, cut off, All youP®Gramma- 
tical —_— are quite taken away, 
and laid alide; as a laudable exerciſe 
for Boys, but unworthy grave Men : 
All&ach arguments as are called pro- 
bable, arclikewiſe baniſht the Lifts ; 
which two being taken away, little 
remains worth the noiſe of Diſpata- 
tion. 

Again , You muſt ſeck an Avdito. 
ry capable to be judg of the ug form 
and laws of Diſputation, 8Wyhat is 
pertinacy, what well reply'd ; as alſo 

to 


—_— 
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to moderate the heat of the Actors, 
Now, ſuch an one where hall we 
ſeek ? The Auditors, therefore, 
ſhould not be above two or three, or 
a very ſmall company : it being too 
hard a task to find many ſo qualifi'd 
as is neceſſary for ſuch an ation; nor, 
if they were, would they eafily con- 
ſpire to the right governing it ; ſome 
underſtanding things one way, fome 
another. 

To. theſe two add the third, rela- 
ting to the matter of Diſputation ; 
which, by no means, ought to extend 
it ſelf _ ſuch points as are nc- 
ceffary tbe held : Though, indeed, 
this caution is purely for Catholicks ; 
all others being free ro what-ever 
they can defend uncontradiftory to 
Scripture; ſo that, being bound to 
maintain almoſt nothing at all, they 
have little occaſion to diſpute, but on- 
ly for the unſettling others; eſpeci- 
ally Catholicks , who alone have a 
ſeddy and conſtant rule, and a ne- 
ceſſiry #f ſtanding to a known Do- 
qrine, WNow, if Catholicks held 
themſelves to rexcrs purely neceſſary, 
they 
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they would generally diſappoint the 
large Objetions of -their Adverſa- 


ries, 


th 


The Seventeenth Re 
flexion, 


On what i the beſt manner to find 
the truth of Religion by Confe- 
YtMces 


% 


Ut, to approach to a Concluſion. 

If D:ſpntation carry in it ſuch 
difficultics that it- can ſcarce 

ever be cither neceſſary or profitable, 
and the buſineſs of converting others 
to the true Religion ſo important and 
perpetual; what is the beſt courſe to 
deal with ſuchas go aſtray, that we 
may draw them into the path of Sal- 
vation ? The Anſwer is wot hard: 
For, either the fault is in thEMWVill,or 
their Underſtanding : If in the Will, 
you 
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you mult conſider what are the parti- 
cular . obſtructions ; whether ſome 
love of temporalities, or meer tepidi- 
ty. Of the former, the common re- 
medics are ofren and ſeriouſly to in- 
culcate the. Vanitics of this World, 
and what will become of us in the 
next ? Tepidity proceeds either from 
want of acquaintance, with the affairs 
of Religion, and the next life, or out 
of a duineſs of Nature : The firſt is to 
be cured by leading the p_ into 
good Companies, where he may of- 
ten hear ſuch ſpiritual matters hand- 
led. and diſcuſſed, whether by Ser- 
mons, IRſcourſes , or Conferences, 
till the fire, asit were, light of it ſelf, 
and break into a quick flame: The 
ſecond is principally to be rooted out 
with fears; as, by frequent comme- 
moration of Death and Hell - fire; 
and without this nothing will be 
done, eſpecially if the dulneſs be fo 
harſh. and ſtupid that allurements 
have little force upon it. 

If a1@ fault be in the Underſtan- 
ding, uſe the motives of true 


Chriſtianity fink not deep enough in- 
G to 
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to his ſoul: And therefore experi- 
ence and reaſon teaching us that the 
ſoul judges beſt when "tris moſt cala 
and quiet ; you are to draw your Pa- 
tient, what you can, into a kind of ſo- 
litude ; that is, to chuſe the ſeaſons 
when leaſt turmoile cither of buſineſs 
or pleaſures infeſt him : Procuring 
alſo, that, there be no Adverſary to 
hinder yopr reaſon from taking root : 
For, he who will hear nothing but in 
oppoſition, ſhall never, or very ſflow- 
ly come to vnderitand the truth. Bey 
ing like a Ciſtern, 'into which the wa4 
ter runs by a ſpout at one cd, and 
emptyes it ſelf as faſt by a Iolc atthe 
other: So, if as ſoon as we make a 
propoſition or ſhort diſcourſe to de- 
monſtrate the - verity 9 —— 
there be another at his clbow to croſs 
it, or raiſe difficulties before it be ap- 
hended ;z his cars may hear, but 
oh underſtanding ſhall never come 
to know what is ſaid to him ; He 
perhaps get a glimpſe of the trut 
diſcours'd on ; but like a fl Viſi- 
on, it permits not the j t to 
work upon it. = 
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Let him , therefore, deliberately 
weigh with himſcif, thar Religion is 
the moſt ſevere bufineſs we have in 
our lives ; that it has many propoſi- 
tions or parts: That cvery one re- 

vires a quict and ſettled judgment 
of it ſelf : That this judgment cannot 
be made but in a calm and ferenc 
poſture of his brain ;3 how then is it 
poſſible in a wrangling of two Adver- 
faries, where ſayings ſlide by with a 
= violence , and multiply them- 
elves before any one can be quietly 
poſſeſs'd ; He can perform that duty 
of Aﬀens which is required in fo 
prave a concernment. 

What then ? Muſt he not hear op- 
poſitions, and the conflict of both 
ads Yes, by alt means : Bur the 

Iu neceſſary, is to make him- 
ſelf Maſter of what one part ſays; 
and when he finds himſelf able to pro- 
poſe his difficulty to the bottom, then, 
in God's name, to encounter the Ad- 
verſe garty. For, when they are on- 
ly twg,,and rational, it will not be 
hard ark ſo far, as to ſec 
whether the adverſe party can give ſa- 

G 2 tisfation 
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tisfaCtion to the Argument you make 
or no : If he can, there ought no 
change to be made, where both ſides 
are equal : If he cannot, then 'tisap- 
parent on which fide the truth lyes ; 
as far as may be found by the learn- 
ing of theſe two, So that this alone 
is the ſolid way of arriving to the 
truth in Religion ; To converſe firſt 
with one, after with the other ; with 
both as much without paſſon as is 
poſſible; but never to bring them to 
conflit together, when both animo- 

and ſhame of being overcome 
ſhall debauch their endeavours, and 
their quick replyes, and many amba- 
ges ſhall leave the Auditour impotent 
to judg of the diſcourſe , if there be 
no other impertinent occaſions to ob- 
ſcure and hinder the clear light of the 
truth. 
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A 


The Eighteenth Re: 


flexion. 


On what is Lta-ning, and how 
miſtaken. 


Find ſtill remaining a diſadvantage 
to the Diſputant on cither ſide ; 
which, if poſſible, I muſt ftrive to 

remove 'Tis a certain Prepolition, 
ſettled" in the heart of the Auditory; 
or him that is to be perſuaded of the 
Learning and Goodneſs of ſome pri- 
vate Perſon or Dottor, upon 'whoſe* 
Authority truly depends the belief of 
the party , though he pretends the. 
Authority, perhaps of Scripture, Fa- 
thers,or ſome other rule for his aſſent. 
This, enforc'd by Cultome, (as impe-- 
tuous a cauſe,almoſt,as nature it ſell, 
ly e a great load upon the heart 
of hin, who has a long time, either 
by his own judgment, or the conſtant 

G cry 
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cry of his Neighbours, and thoſe with 
whom he has convers'd , redoubled 
and fix'd in himſelf a deep apprehen- 
tion of the ability and honeity of a 
Perion, as he eſtcems, well known 
and underſtood : Wherefore I ſhall 
here add ſome little marks, or rather 
diſtin&tions of Learnings, to hinder 
men from miſſing in their judgments. 

And firſt; I muſt note that there 
are divers ſorts of Learning ; and 
that he who has one muſt not, there- 
fore, of neceſſity be excellent in ano- 
ther, Geometry, Phyſick,, Law, Phi- 
loſophy, Metaphylick,, and DNevanty, 
are alldifferent Sciences ; all fo inde+ 
pendent on one another, that who is 
excellent in one way have but a ſmall 
ſhare in.any of the reſt : And never- 
theleſs, I ſce, that if one has any of 
theſe in ſuch a meaſure as to deſerve 
reputation, the common ſort of peo- 
ple think he knows all things, and will 
come to him for remedics quite of a- 
nother Science z cteeming all Learn- 
ipg but one, becauſe the name Þ hut 
one. Nor is this proper to thEÞure 
Vulgar, but ev'n they of better rank 
0:rcn 
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often miſtake the true kind of Learn- 
ing which 4s to their - purpoſe ;  cx- 
petting it in him who has ſomwhat 
like it, as will appear by farther diſ- 
courſe, 

The next obſervation, then , we 
have to make, is, that not every 
thing which is taken for Learning is 
truly ſuch; though ir be a quality 
conmendable, and fach as, perad- 
venture, ſhould be found only in the 
Learned; how ever others ſomtimes 
acquire it, and thereby ger the opini- 
on of great Schollars, And firſt, in 
this king, is the knowlodg of Zan- 
grages, which are fitly dividable into 
two ſorts, Yulgar and Learned. ' The 
Vulgar ordinarily imports that ſach a 
Language is ſpoken naturally in ſome 
Country, and is proper to that Peo- 
ple, or ſome part of it.. That Lan- 
guage is taken to he Learned, which 
ts generally deriv'd out of Books, and 
has Grammars and DiQtionaries to 
be ſtydy'd by. Though, to ſay the 
wm, 7 term, Learned Langnage, 
has 2 higher ſignification , that 'tis 
ſuch a$ is neceſſary to the attamment 
G4 Lecarn« 
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Learning, or, in which Learning was | 


or 4s delivered, Far, Learning, ge- 


nerally. being brought into. our Nor- | 


thern Climats from the moreEaſtern, | 


and being firſt written in Oriental 
Languages, they have gotten the Pre- 
rogative to beeltcem'd the Learned 
ones, Firſt, The Latin came out of 
Italy, then Greek,, then ' Hebrew , 
and conſequently Arabick,, Syriack , 
Chaldaick, ev'n Perſian and Cophrick,, 
and the Abyſſin ; though the princi- 
pal ones are the three firſt, in which 
Divinity, the chief of Sciences, is ori- 
ginally deliver'd to us, by 
Whence 'tis clear, not tht know- 
ledg of theſe Languages, but of the 
things deliver'd in them , is true 
Learning; to which the Languages 


are only inſtrumental. So that, to 


' Tpeak underſtandingly, as we ac- 


count not him Learned, who is cx- 
pert in French, Spaniſh , and Htalian, 
(our modern affeted Languages ), 
but rather a well qualifi'd or fine Gen- 
tleman : So ſhould we ſay of hi 
is Skiltul in the Oriental Tongs ; 
that, by ſuch excellency, he deſerves 


not 


1 
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not the title of Learned, but of ore 
ſingularly qualifi'd , or a Yertnoſo (as 
the /ralians call it) ; accounting this 


quality with Mufick, Dancing, Fen- 


cing, and ſuch other innocent imploy- 
ments of unbuſyed perſons. Yet, be- 
cauſe. they are, as it were, a ſtep to 
Learning, and belong to Schollars, 
they have a higher rank then thoſe 0- 
ther inferiour exerciſes, both in them- 
ſclves, and inthe claim to the notion 
of Learning. | 

This miſtake of the term Learning, 
in applying it to the- knowledg 'of 
words , is of ſo great conſequence, 
that it forces me to look farther into 
the nature of Learning, Lrarning, 
therefore, is accounted to be that 
which reaching makes : And a Tra- 
cher isa Maſter and Inſtruftour : And 
becauſe both theſe arc aftions proper 
to men, he is a true Inſtructour who 
teaches thoſe things which belong to 
Man as Man; that is, ſuch as make 
him more Man, or perfecter in the 
N of Man; that is, thoſe on 
whiFJepends the government ' of 
himſelf, Now 'tis plain , this firſt; 
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and chiefly depends on Dovimey a+ 
monglt Chriltians, on Meraephyſicks 
and Aral; in the way of pure Na- 
ture :-Next, on the knowledg of the- 
World , which Phyſicks or natural 
Philoſophy deliver, and to this A- 
rithmerck and Geometry are neceſlary; 
though, beſides, they ſeem a part of 
igforming our ſoul in Nature, Quan- 
tity being the higheſt condition of Na- 
tural things. - Alter theſe, the notion 
of Learning is deriv'd to Medecine or 
Phyſick,, by which we govern our 

yes. Laſtly and weaklieſt, to 
Law, by which we govern qur For- 
tunes, which our difordinate uffeti- 
ons make neceſſary to us, and in a 
manner, part of the overnment of 
our ſelves. Theſe, then, and theſe 
only, make a Learned Man : What is 
called L-arning beſides theſe , is by 
miſtake of the name, being not know- 
ledges of governing Man as Man, but 
only in ſome accidental ation or cir- 
cumſtance, Not that I will quarrel 
about the uſc of the word ; bu ". 


to, prevent the abuſe of the thiſffps a- 
ring from its Equivocation.. For, it 
ms 
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imports not how the narne is uſcd, as 
being at the will of the Spe:kers ; but . 
it imports that the well-mcaning Au- 
citour be not abus'd, by miltaking 
that for rea! Learning which is not ſo, 
nor can avail him for his pretended 
cnd and improvement, Let this then 
be concluded, that no knowledg of 
words deſerves the title of Learning, 
but only the knowledg of things, and 
thoſe ſuch as belong to the govern» 
ment of Mans life. 

There's another quality which more 
ſeemingly, though peradventure not 
with ſqggood ground, pretends to this . 
honotfrable «  _—_—_} : And 'tis & 
faculty - of talking of thoſe things 
which true Sciences profeſs and teach, 
And becauſe true teaching conſilts in 


a verbal, an chiefly oral delivery of + 


the Teachers mind ; this has a preat 
pretence, ani a ſtrange force amongſt 
thoſe who are uncapable of diſcerning 
the matter it ſelf, to perſunde them 
ſuch Talkers are the ſolideſt Schothrs - 
WorlJ, ' He needs'a ftirong 
j t thut will be able to avoid.-, 
the ſnares\theſe men. can lay ; the 
Knots . 
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knots of their Equivocations are fo 
doſe, the thred of their Diſcourſe ſo 
ſubtle, the ſmoothneſs of their words, 
and the. well-plac'd Patheticks ſo pe- 
netrant, that no ordinary Auditor can -' 
eſcape them : He muſt be either tru- 
ly Learned, or extream cautious to 
cope ſafely with ſuch a Gameſter. 

And yet, as I ſaid before, this plau- 
ſible ſpeaking has not ſo ſtrong a claim 
to Learning as the Grammarian , a- 
gainſt whom we laſt diſcourled. . For, 
the Grammarian really. knows what 
he profeſſes : This man, after he has 
made a diſcourſe of an hour lqag, af- 
terhe has wholly perſuaded you ; if 
you have acceſs not only to the Cloſet 
of his Body, but into the Cabinet of 
his Soul; that is, if he will ingenu- 
oully diſcloſe his heart , hec'] tell you 
that he knows not whether what he 
fai3, was true or no; but at the molt; 
that 'tis the likelieſt to. be.truc of any 
thing he knows. 

Some ages paſt, there was in one 
of our Univerſuties, a Man, wh# ha- 
ving made a long ſpeech in defeWe of 
Chritian Religion, with ſo great ap+ 

plauſc, 


| 
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plauſe; that all his *Auditory was 
raviſht and fully ſatisf'd ;- through ex-: 
ceſs of Vanity broke out into that. 
Bloafphemy, to ſay publickly, Lirrle 
Jeſus, How much art thou beholdi: 7 t0. 
me? for',' if I would have ſpoken 4- 
gainſt thee, how far more efficaciouſiy. 
conld I bave declamed ? The ſtory 
ſays, he was ſuddenly ſtrucken with 
ſuch a loſs' of memory, that he was: 
fainto learn,to read of new, Deſer- 
vedly. he :- Bat what I dednce from 
hence is, Firſt, that his Reaſons, 
though not in his. judgment efficaci- 
ous, yet gpnvinc'd the whole Audito» 


. ry, and fhat of no common perſons. 


By which, we underſtand, the reaſons 
he brought, were not Demonſtrati- 
ons; nor: the belt that could have 
been alleadg'd for that ſubj-&, clſe 
better could not have been oppoſed ; 
and yet they: carry'd ſo great an Au- 
ditory ; The force therefore, of this 
art of Talking, muſt neceſſarily have a 
violent power on the ordinary ſort of 
hear make them take their Mx-. 
[ter for TDoctor, 


Anos 
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Another Note I make, is, that all | 
the talking of ſuch men is not, or 
ought not to be ſufficient to perſuade 
us, not only that they ſpeak the truth, 
but ev'n that they ſpeak their own 
minds; but cither what the times 
bear , or their own Intereſt, or to 
pleaſe the Auditors. Fully profeſſes 
the ſame of his Oratours, and to- 
have practic'd it himſelf, * But can- 
not omit the. ſtory of thaz expert Ge- 
neral and Underſtanding Man Ha 
bal the Carthaginian : To whom 4»- 
tiechu, having furniſht 'a mighty 
Fleet, and flouriſhing A not con - 
tented with that, preſented an Orati- 
on of the manner of rhe War, made 
by a famous, and now ancient Ora- 
tour, Phormio;, who in the prefencc 
of Anicchw and his Captains , dif- 
cours d to the great applauſe and ad- 
miration of them all : But Hanibal 
being ask'd, anſwered , that in his 
life Fe had never met with fuch an 
old dotardly Fool. A ſtrange cen- 
ſure, you would think, cope ſo- 

erally cryed up : But if WE conſi- 
Jer that Phormis had learnt his $kil of 
Wars 
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warfare in written Diſcourſes an4 
Hiſtoryes , but Hanibal inthe Ficld 
and action i it ſelf ; we may cafily ſee 
that Phormio's Oration talk'd Cby. 
meras in the air, and fram'd his A. 
verſary 'in his fancy; but Hanibal 
had ſtudyed the things in themſelves, 
and ſo knew what he ſpake,& ſaw all 
that glorious Oration to be but a 
inted Pageant, not any effeual cx- 

;bition of Txurh. 

Out of this, 'tis beyond all diſpute, 
that unleſs jugling and folly may be 
accounted Learning, to be able to diſ 
courſe in$igh and ſubtle terms is no 
ſureargimentof Learning in him that 
exercites it. Who were greater Tal. 
kers, or better Diſcourſers then the 
Academicks ? Yer their profeſſion 
was, that they.had no truth ; nor, in- 
deed, that there was wy ſuch thing to 
be found, 


7 Tie. 


Jo 
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es 


The Nineteenth R e-- 


flexion. 


On, wat Divinity is, and whois 
4 Divine, 


'S Et us now apply the Notions we 
have mention'd above to our 
modern Settgries, and all ſuch 
asreject, the only ſure Rulg of Faith, 
Tradition ; to whom particelarly we 
addreſs this preſent Diſcourſe, KXe- 
ligion, we ſaid, is the molt impor- 
tant and neceſſary buſineſs belonging 
to mans Nature and aftion : Then, 
that Religion js preciſely one ; where. 
in no miltake can be without danger 
and ruine : but as , who miſſes his 
way, comes not to his journeys end, 
whether it be his fault or no; ſo who 
hits not the true path of Relig@n, ne- 
ver arrives at cternal happi 3 Ict 


the fault be where it will. Theſe be- 
ing 
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ing ſo, if Learning in Religion be the 
Skill of ſhewing the path to Heaven 
and all the, great noiſe theſe Fathers 
make, helps never a ſtep towards 
that, asnot dclivering any point of 
truth that may be certainly rely'd on; 
clearly, they are much farther from 
the notion of Learning, than the 
Grammarian we ſpeak of before, For, 
his was low and contemptible, in - 
deed, as being oniy of words; yet, 
of them at leaſt he had a knowledg : 
whereas , this prating , this Parrat 
Vertue, though it be of things, yer 
is not a Sgence, but pure words and 
wind, * 

I hear them (as they want neither 
words nor boldneſs to diſpute againſt 
the clearelt evidence ) reply , that 
they promiſe no certainty, becauſe 
none can-be : but, they hold forth a 
high probability, which is the Prin- 
ceſs that governs humane affairs, 
Neither willI, at this preſent, diſ- 
cuſs whether there is any certainty : 
'tis |, h_ that. the Catholick 
Church Both doth, and ever hath pro- 


feſs'd a certainty ; and Nature forces 
cvn 
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ev'n the denyers of this truth to at as 
if they had certainty:;in perſwading 
and forcing others to their opinions. 
Burt, I wiſh they would learn to ſpeak 
plain Eng/iſh, and, in lieu of this 
quaint term,h:gb probab:lity,tell us the 
meaning in words honeſt men might 
underſtand. Let me ſee what 7can 
help them. That they mean by pro- 
babiluy, either is fome acceſs to truth 
on the Objets de; or ,a great per 
fwaſion made in the Auditour. It 
the laſt,-it clearly ſignifies no other 

than a high cheat or excellent juggle. 
Now, ſuppoſing there b2 n6 hxeds 
neſs or certainty of the Object, by all 
the Arguments of this high Oratoar : 
I cannot underſtand that there is more 
in all he fays, then perhaps 'tis rue, 
perhaps otherwiſe, So that bigh 
probability fignifies but only a perad- 
venture, though never ſo high : which 
how great a Non-ſence 'tis, if apply'd 
to fixed Verities which are no way 
fubject to mutability and chgnce; that 
is, how ridiculouſly 'tis OT to 
Religion and Truths of Faith, no ſen- 
fible man can be ignorant, If, now, 
men 
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men will needs have one term'd a D:- 
vine, becauſe he can: talk finely pro 
and con, of God, and things bclong- 
mg to him; he muſt be one of blind 
Taeſias's Tribe, who, by the mouth 
of the Poct, profcſſes his Divinuy in 
the:e terms, O Laertiade ) quicgquid 
dican aut erit aut non, Droimare ctcnim 
magrins miby donat Apollo, 

The laſt part of the reply puts vs 
in mind that, Prebabiliry governs all 
humane action, Neither will or can 
Tdeny it : But / take notice,that atti- 
on is one thing, belief another, Ati 
o# is abous the gaining of an end to 
come, that depends on fallible prin- 
cipl-s, as almoſt all things do; be- 
ing ſtill involv'd in a thouſand incer- 
tainties and changes : Faith is of un- 
changable Verities, which nothing 
has power to make otherwiſe than 
tis already ſettled. 'Tis parallel to 
Science, truly ſocall'd, which we ſce 
in Gcometry practic'd; for which 
no body looks into probabilities : 
And, i be no leſs ridiculous to 
expect Fiith ſhould depend on proba- 
bilities, than Geometry ; fince 'tis 

more 
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more neceſſary, and the path of Hca- 
v'n is miſs'd with greater danger and 
loſs; Therefore 'tis a folly tocalt it 
1pon the Dice, or not to cxpect it as 
certain and cafie to arrive at, as Geo- 
metry it ſelf, 

Were it not ſtrange there ſhould 
be certain and infallible rules to mea- 
ſure Lines and Anglcs, and no certai- 
ner courſe to ſecure ones eternal hap- 
pineſs, and avoid endlc{s miſery, then 
to venture it at Hazard, or play it at 
Croſs and Pile ; for his Condition is 
little better, who takes his Faith and 
Religion upon the recozamends of 
probability. 

But, the affetion once engaged, 
makes the Ears flow to underſtand a- 
ay thing ſpoken to the contrary. 
Therefore the complaint is redoubled: 


What? can we think one, who has | 


ſpent thirty or forty years ſo well, 
may after all, be accounted unlear- 
ned ? / dare ſcarce reply what is fit- 
ting : Yet, with pardon , / counter- 
demand of them, Whet 


oil any 
onehad ſpent thirty or fortY yearsin | 
gathcring Raggs to furniſh the Paper- | 


Mills, 


— 
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Mills, or had cry'd Card-matches: as' 
long ; mult he of neceſſity be thoughts 
worth a thouſand pound a year,at the 
end of his labour, though none could 
except cither againſt his diligence in 
getting, or frugality in —— 
what he gained? So, he that wi 
judg aright of a Schollar, muſt not on- 
you the years of his: ſtudy, nor 
e pains and induſtry he has im- 
poy's; but glſo take notice in what 
is was beſtow'd, For, if it were 
only «1 x to ſeek out the propri- 
ties of Latine or Greek, words; if on- 
ly in Critgiſms, whether of Gram- 
mar or Hiſtory : 'twill avail no more 
towards the attainment of Learning, 
then the ſelling of Card-matches is to 
the purchaſe of a thouſand pounds a 
ear, 
R Yet may ſome think this exception 
unlawful in our preſent caſe : For, the 
man here ſpoken of, is ſuppoſed to 
have ſpent his age, not in trifling 
Books only, but much of it inthe ho- 
ly Scrigizes and Fathers; where, by 
our owſ confeſſion , true knoyledg 
may be gained; thereforc, he —_ 
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be ſuſpeCted of [gnorance or want of 
Learning. Nevertheleſs, ev'n this 
objeftion moves not my reſolution ; 
but that / muſt take anew informa- 
tion, of what he look'd for in thoſe 
_ Books. The Kings of - a4 
ſorga and Pegu are reported, in their 
ooſperities, ro have heapoe up ſuch 
vaſt Treaſures, both of precious Met- 
tals and. Jewels, that they were forc'd 
to let them Tye in great Courts, Cham- 
bers being not able to contain them ; 
the ſuccefiours ever vying to out-do 
his Predecefſour : 7 ask them, if a 
Dunghil-Cock had been mrn'd -into 
theſe Courts , how much richer he 
would have come out ? Nothing at 
all; becauſe he look'd not there for 
the heaps of Gold and Djamants, but 
ſome grains of Wheat and Barly, fir 
for his Stomack. Some of our Gal- 
lants. who , viſiting Pars or Rome, 
ſeck after nothing but where the belt 
Taverns and enterfainments are; may 
we. hope, when they come back, they 
will be able-to give a good of 
the Towns and Countrys ey have 
travelled in? So , if our a" 

ents 
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dents look into the Scriptures and Fa- 
thers, for what a Aerrcra , or Core, 
or Epbodis, or, 40 fine, ſift ' out Ge. 
nealogies, or Chronologies, or other 
Curiokties; and ſpend their f 
years in ſuch pidling Deviniry : Wi 
they ,as the end,be any nearer the-truc 
__ of Divines, then when: they 


Beſites, though they ſeek for true 
knowledge, ,yet, if they take not the 
right way, 'tis i e they ſhould 
ever come at it. - As thoſe Pictures, 
which are contriy'd by the. ingeniouf- 
neſs of Methematicians , whether: to 
be ſeen through aglaſs , or purely by 
chuſing a certain poſition, require to 
be look'd on in one determinate ſite : 
Sois the nature of all words and their 
Objcas; - — _ = w__ are de> 
pendent e cloathing of the 
words, - There is a Peananys Jredbory 
on belonging to them; which, if too 
little, the words are not underſtood ; 
if too great, that which before was 
clear, mes dim by equivocations 
of word? and their conftructions ; and 
the more you louk without ar” 
the 
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the more changable is their aſpeR,and 
you the leſs certain : Whereas, with 
Keaſon 'tis quite contrary : A De- 
monſtration , the more impartially 
'tis confider'd, the more ſure and evi- 
dent it appears. So that, where Rea- 
ſon and the nature of words, each ſc- 
verally pois'd, do both concur to fa- 
vour ſuch an explication;z the* words 
will be better underſtood by ' Argu- 
ments from Reaſon, then the ſenſc 
and reaſon from the words : And 
when ever it happens that the ſenſe 
and reaſon is certain, but the Text or 
Letter Ambiguous; 'tis caident the 
latter ought tv yield arfd be govern'd 
by the former. 

They, therefore, who, in matter 
of Religion, know the truths by ſome 
other way, not depending on a cer- 
tain form of words, have an extream 
advantape, in the explication of Scrip- 
ture ; over thoſe who do bur, as it 
were, ſhake the words together like 
Lotts in a bagg : Which is neceſſary, | 
where there's nothing bur pure | 
letter of Scripture to rely onfor the 


true meaning of it, It isnot, then, 
the 
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the number of years one has turn'd 
or'e the Bible, or Greck and Latin 
Authours, which can juſtitke him to 
be a great Divine : but there mult be 
alſo conſider'd what he fought, and in 
what method, and how impartially 
which, of ir ſelf, has a huge itroke in 
making one underſtand writings truly 
or erroneoully, 

And here comes into my mind a 
Truth , whych peradventure ma 
ſeem paradoxical; yet is, in it ſelf, 
moſt evident: That a Boy, who can 
neither write nor read, may be a grea- 
ter Divies than ene who has ſtudy'd 
Scripture his forty years. Which 
whodefires to ſee clearly, let him re- 
member, Divinity has for its end the 
knowledg of thoſe truths, which are 
to guide us to our Salvation : a 
knowledg ſo neceſſary, that no igno- 
rance can hinder our periſhing eter- 
nally ; and conſequently, ought to be 
certain as any Demonſtration, A- 
gain, that forty years ſtudy may be 
empl without arriving , by the 
force oFluch ſtudy, to Demonſtration 
ſufficient to aſſure a man of all points 

neceſſa- 


na — ———— 
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neceſſary : as, the hundred years de- 


bate betwixt Catholicks and Pro- 
teſtants, without being one foot far- 
ther advanc'd then at the firſt day, 
doth amply manifeſt, The cencluſi- 
on, therefore, is evident on this fide, 
that the: forty years ſtudy does not 
neceſſarily make a Divine. 

Let us conſider, on the other fide, a 
Child of a dozen years old, never put 
to School farther then, in the Church, 
to be taught, in a Catechiſtical way, 
the ſum of Chriſtian Doctrine ; and 
to know 'tis to be held becauſe 'tis de- 
ſcended from Chriſt, by the yerpetual 
handing it from age to age; in the 
whole Catholick Church, Let's ſee 
whethcr this Child be a D:vine or no. 
If the queſtion be of the matter, he 
knows what is ſufficient for him to 
bring him to Heaven, iz. enough to 
breed in him the love of God, and an 
Obedicnce to the Church, ordain'd 
by God for this end, to dirct us in 
doing our dutics for the attainment 
of eternal Salvation. Again g,he has 
a ground for his belief, mof&cCertain 
then any Demonſtration in Ezc1:de or 
Ar- 
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Archimedes, Why then has not this 
Boy ail that's neceſſary to the being a 
Dvvine, and more then the long-(tu- 
dyed pretender to Dyvenity can ſhew 
for himſelf? Once may ſay he pene- 
trates not the force of ſucceſſion. But 
whether that be true or falſe, this is 
certain, ' he holds ir n that rule 
and principle: And, it we ſeek to 
bind a Science or certitude to under- 
ſtand — —_ all its Principles ; we 
muſt take 3way all Sciences but Me- 
taphyſicks, and blot out of Logick 
the ditinQtion of Sciences Subalterna- 
tive and Subalterned ; and deny Geo- 
metry and Arithmetick to be Sciences, 
becauſe the moſt of Mathematicians 
do not underſtand nor teach the force 
of thoſe Maxims , by which a Syllo- 
giſm compels our aſſent, 
Peradventure, it may be reply'd, 
that Divinity properly ſignifies a Sci - 
ence drawn out of Articles of Faith, 
either alone or joyn'd with certainties 
of Philoſophy : and , that this Boy 
rs gre to ſuch a Science. I 
Anſw@®, rigorouſly ſpeaking in the 
uſe of the School, Theology or Divi- 


H 2 nity 
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nity fignifies ſuch a quality ; but in 
ancient Writers ''tis taken for the 
knowledg of Faith alſo; when we 
ſpeak of a Boys _—_ Divine, we 
ſpeak of the latter. Nevertheleſs, if 
the compariſon be made in this pro- 
perly Science of Divinity, the Boy is 
the nearer to that which neither has : 
For, as, who knows ne're a Denion- 
ſtration in Exclide cannot be call'd a 
Geometrician, though he has learnt 
the Axioms and Poſtulats, and Deh- 
nitions; ſo, he that only knows 
Faith is no Divine ; that is,neither of 
the two compar'd are, indeed, worthy 
that Name, ſince neither of them is got 
beyond the firſt principles, and one of 
them isnot aſſur'dſo far : Yetis there 
this difference between them, that, as 
he who acknowledges the Definitions 
and other truths prerequiſite, is nea- 
rer being a Geometrician than he who 
doubts of them; ſo, the Boy who 
believes all thoſe Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith, which he already knows, and 
has the Rule whereby to be cezain of 
any other when they are profed to 
him, approaches nearer the qualny 
0 
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of a Divine, then he who calls him- 
ſelf one, becauſe, forty years toge- 
ther , he has doubted and difputed 
of the Principles of Divinity, which 
mult be agreed to before Divinity it 
ſclf can be ſo much as commenced. 
Whereby may eaſily be anderſtood, 
how great a cheat and impoſture is 
put on the well-meaning people , 
when ſuch Teachers are term'd Di- 
vines , ands paſs for Doctors ; who 
truly are but Sophiſters and wrauglers 
in that holy Science, 


The 
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The T wenticth Re- 


flexion. 


Of the Civilities to be uſed intrea- 
ting Controverſies, 


N Othing will allay an once-rays'd 
Paſſon : One Objection can- 
not be ſo ſoon quell 'd, eas ano- 

ther boyls up and breaks forth, The 
ſame men, therefore, preſs that, be 
their Maſters Learned or Ignorant , 
however they are good moral men,to 
whom Civility at the leaſt is due, and 
they are to be treated with honour 
and reſpet. Far be it from me to 
deny it: for Civility is a duty amongſt 
men, upon the ſcore of Man-hood, 
not any ſpiritual account ; and there- 
fore every one, who makes nin: 
Felf unworthy , is the object Gf it 
But , leſt, out of the equivocation of 
gene- 
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general ſayings, there comic danger in 
particular z 'tis fit we ſhould a little 
unfold the common Axiome, - 

The name, therefore, of C:wility, 
comes from that of a City; becauſe, 
both firſt, and for the moſt part, the 
fweetneſs of behaviour expreſs'd in 
this term is ſeen and practic'd in Cit- 
ties. It extends it ſelf no farther 
then converſation : Thoſe Vertues , 
which beaga man togoodneſs of more 
ſerious conſequence,purchaſling them- 
felves alſo more ennobled denomina- 
tions, It conſilts of two parts; one 
Nepatiwe, to prevent offence ; the 0- 
ther Poſitive, to afford contentſom- 
neſs. It dwells, as moſt Vertues do, 
betwixt two Vices ; being infeſted 
with Radeneſs below, and Flattery a- 
bove, Its matter is both Aion and 
Words : In action, Ruſticity is boy- 
ſterous; in words offenſive : Adula- 
tion in action is 2piſh with cringes and 
doppings; in words hyperbolical and 
ref Civility declines offence, and 


5 pt to any convenient ſervice : 
In words, as far as it can, it takes nv 
notice of others defeRs, ant gives the 

Hy frac 
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true poiſe to their perfeRions: For, 
fo God and Nature have order'd hu- 
mane actions, that very few are with- 
out ſomething worth reprehenging, 
and none can altogether want where- 
of to be commended : So that, 'tis in 
the power of a prudent Man to praiſe 
or diſcommend any action ; and much 
more any Perſon, to whom a great 
variety of ations and qualities muſb 
neceſſarily appertain, Pr ugerce,there- 
fore, ought to govern Civility, as it 
docs other Vertues ; and in{trut 
when and how far, in particular cir- 
cumſtances, as Action is to baevlamed 
or commended : The like is of the 
Ations of Civility ; which fall into 
exceſs or &cſect, unleſs the bridle of 
Pruderice guide them to march in the 
ſtraight middle path. By which, 'tis 
apparent to the diſcreet Reader, that 
the moderation of Civility is a task 
hard eno»gh to deſcribe; and many 
times diſputable on both ſides, how 
far the duty of it obliges. 

To apply this Doctrine to ouſigur- 
ticular caſe, we muſt add one Hrtle 
Note ; That the Civility exhibited 


may 


ING ao ene 
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may be, in reſpe&t of the preſent 
action, or quality, out of which the 
action formally is conſidered ; or elſe 
in reſpe& of ſome other quality of the 
ſame Perſon. To ſpeak more clearly. 
The Catholick, who writes or dil- 


* pures againſt a Proteſtant, may defer 


to him, cither in his very Argument, 
or in other things not concerning it : 
As, he may. acknowledg him elo- 
quent, a good Linguiſt, a ſubtile Cri- 
tick, &r ſome other commendation 
pertaining to either Underſtanding 
or Will; or elfe, that his Argument 
i5goodepr hard to be ſolv'd, or that 
his skill in Divinity is extraordinary; 
or the like, Now, 'tis clear; this lat- 
ter cannot well be done, without pre- 
judice to - the cauſe the Catholic 
maintains; and; therefore, ev'nif it 
ſhould prove true, which ſeldom hap- 
pens, it were by Prudenceto be diſ- 
ſembled, as far as truth and ingenuity 
will permit : It ſeldom happens, I 
ſay ; for, Proteſtant Arguments out” 
of Authority are eaſily Anſwer'd; and,' 
if ſor drawn from-Reaſon be intri- 
cate, 'tis becauſe that Nature, upon - 

H x which 1 
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which the queſtion depends, is ob- 
ſcure and unknown, not becauſe the 
Ecclcliaſtical part has ſpecial difficul- 
ty init. 

What the pitch of Divinity, they 
can arrive to, is, we have already de- 


clarcd, For other qualities, both * | 


Nature requires we ſhould give them 
a friendly eſteem of their good parts, 
and the very intention of changing 
their judgments makes it no ſmall 
part of our buſineſs, to proce&d with a 
juſt deference towards them; if we 
conſider how far the Will confers to 
mcline the Underſtanding, agd what 
a great power Courteſy has over the 
Will, As for the Arguments them- 
ſelves, 'tis neceſſary ( ſpecially in 
writing , Which .admits a deſcent to 
particulars) to ſhew they are (light, 
and proceed out of ignorance , and 
diſcover a great diſtortion in the 
Will, which makes them accepted 
of; and the like.: 'Tis neceſſary to 
navife(i that the producer of ſuch Ar- 
puments is not a Man to be rely on, 
nor has thoſe qualities requifitBin a 
Teacher ; for either his Brain is-weak, 

or 
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or the obſtinacy of maintaining an ill 
cauſe forces him to advance trivial 
and falſe cavils in{tcad of ſtrong and 
ſolid objeRions; which is the worſe 
condition of the two: And whocan 
juitly give the commendation of ho- * 
neſty to one that, for his own honour 
or intereſt, will maintain a known 
falſity; eſpecially in a ſubje&t on 
which depends the eternal Salvation 
or NDamngtion of the hegrer? Were 
it not better he cheated me of my 
Purſe ? Rob'd me of my Credit? 
nay , brought my body to the Gal- 
lows, enen plung'd my . Soul into the 
hazard of perpctual and inſufferable 
miſery 7? How then can he that does 
thisbe cſtcem'd an honeſt man , and 
worthy of ſuch civil teftimony;as ſhall 
enuble him more dangerouſly to .cn- 
ſnare poor ſouls ? 

He ma7 , peradventure, think to 
defend all the miſchicf he does, by 
ſaying, If he ſednces others, he is 
firſt ſeduc'd himſelf ; and ſo Igno- 
oF excuſes him, at leaſt, ſrom bec- 
ing” malicious and wicked. But, hc 
mend his cauſe. very. little by this 

plca . 
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plea Since, he that undertakes to 
a Maſtcr, eſpecially in matters of 
ſogreat conſequence and hazard,muit 
not, be admitted to alledg ignorance 
for excuſc : For, why docs he un- 
dergoe the office of a Teacher, if he 
be unskilful? Such preſumption more 
aggravatcs than ignorance can dimi- 
niſh. his crime, He that will affirm 
things, muit know them; elſe, to 
ſpeak freely he is a Lyer; and, if it 
be in a matter. of high prejudice, a 
pernicious Knave, Perhaps, he will 
again anſwer for himſelf, that there 
15 no means to come to certagnty in 
Religion : Wherein , firſt, ke Blaſ- 
pheams againit God; as not having 
provided Man-kind of the thing molt 
neceſſary to.them : - Secondly, he pro- 
ceeds very. raſhly; for, what De- 
monſtration can he make, that he. 
knows all can be ſaid to the contrary? 
Thirdly, he knows, without the leaſt 
doubt, that, cither himſelf, or his 
Predeceſſours left the way they were 
bred in; if it were but for amy, 
and that there be no certainty, fow 
was it jutifhably done by the fir 

that 
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that beganghe breach, or by him who 


maintains it- only upon peradven- 
tures ? 


—— — — — —  — = 


An Abridgment of the 


whole 1ilcourtle. 
| — 


His task being brought towards 
its vpſhot, it ſeems not amiſs 
toafet at- one view, before the 

Readers Eye, the Nature of Retrgion, 
and how groſty it is abuſed by many. 
who treat of it, that in a little Model, 
the ſcope of all we have hitherto ſaid, 
may work the ſtronger upon his 
minJ, Then who refleCteth upon the 
former- diſcourſe will eafhily remem- 
ber, that Religton is nothing but the 
art and $kill of ſo living in this world, 
asto come to-happinefs in the next, 
where Q will endure for ever. Now 
this Etnal bliſs being the ſole and 
whole. End, for which God made ws 

i ens 
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this way can be nothing but a co-na- 
tural way, by which mans Nature 
(conformably to its own parts and 
complexion) is raiſed by its own 0. 
perations in this world to be capable 
of this Bliſs, or ſight of God in the 
next, Whence it plainly follows, 
that as Nature is on? and the ſame in 
all men, and all our ways and arts to 
do any thing, are each but one in pro- 
=_ to the thing dope ; fo muſt 

eligion be but ons, ſeeing it is to 
carry one Nature to one Bliſs, It is 
likewife evident, that as mans Nature 
gocs by a certainty in all itzworks in 
common, thovgh in particular it be 
often conjectural. ( As the Shoo- 
maker hath certain rules to make a 
Shoo, the Taylor a Garment, the 
Cook a diſh of Meat, the Maſon a 
Houſe, the Marriner a Voyage , the 
Phyſician a Cure,and ſo in all Trades, 
though they miſs ſometimes in parti- 
cular; which if they did for the moſt 
part, no body would uſe them): So 
and with much ftronger rep and 
neceſſity muſt it have a cerfiinty in 
this part; that is, in Religion ; or clſe 
. IG 
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its maker , like an evil Poet, had 
failed in the laſt and chicfelt At of his 
Play; and like an evil Artificer, 
miſſed of that part of his work, for 
which all the reit was framed, Bur 
God was ſo carcful not to be ſubject 
to this reprchenſion, that by the con- 
ſent of all Chriſtians, he would not 
truſt this part of his Work to Angels 
nor Men, but delivered his Law him- 
ſelf, by higgwn Month to Chriſtians, 
So that it 1s-plain, He meant notto 
leave it-to be ttudyed orlooked out, 
but to be accepted and received in 
ſuch forwas he delivered it, Therc- 
fore it is evident, Religion now is a 
thing to be practiſed, not to be hunt- 
ed after; whoſe way. ſhould be ſo 
plain, that no Fool, por Child could 
errinit. And truly, if it be (as c- 
vidently it is) to comprehend all our 
Actions, it mult be learned before 
our Atjons; that is, before the ve- 
ry firſt, in which we begin to govern 
our ſelves. Impoſſible therefore to 
come Frorthily and firtingly to its 
End, Btherwiſe than with our Mo- 
thers.,and Nurſes Milk ; that is, _ 

a - 
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Fathers to Children; and ſo to be as 
co-natural te.us as all thoſe maximes 
of temporal Life and Converſation, 
which we learn by living among men 
that practiſe them. And had that 
happy ſtate of Paradiſe endured, 
without queſtion it had been as well 
known, as thoſe Arts which are failing 
in no indifferently civilized Nation : 
And in this ſtate we are in, we are to 
endeavour to bring it. as near that 
proportion as we areablf= 

This unqueſtionably is what ſhould 
be, and is deſirable to be in Religion; 
But becauſe our ncgligencg, and diſ- 
eſteem of this main Good, hath per- 


mitted ſo great an _—_— of fo * 


plain truths, and an hufnour of dif. 
puting and quarrelling about the moſt 
evident, and certain, and neccflary 
Rulc of our life, to break into a great 
part of Chriſtendom : Let us look 
what remedy now is to be brought 
for ſuch evils as daily - rather encreaſe, 
than diminiſh in the Chriſtian world, 
And no doubt, but fince Scriptgre was 
written by the ſame Spirit h in 
formed the Apoſtles tongues, no 


doubt . 


' 
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doubt, I ſay, but the due reading of 
it, is able togeve us the true light we 
ſeek after, by expreſſing the greateſt 
points, and dire*ting vs where to find 
the reſt, Yet not every one is fit to 
read the Scripture to this intent ; bur 
he who will profit by his own reading, 
mult both have a ſimple intention to 
be governed by what he finds, and 
wary not to think he finds what is not 
there, Thezefore he muſt be ware 


- of coming pranccupated by any fore- 


inſtructions which may byaſs his un- 
derſtanding z and alſo look itritly to 
the wordsp not to change them, not 
to add to them, not to ſegk to expli- 
cate them by what is not expreſly in 
the Book, By which it will be eaſily 


| conceived that this task require.h a 
' very conſiderate and wiſe man. As 


this is the force of Scripture, ſo much 
more of the Holy Fathers writings, in 
which Chriitian duty is far morc 
plain, their works being of a far grea- 
ter extent; but hkewiſe it requireth 
more _ than moſt men have, to 
go thorfugh ſo large an enterpriſe. 
Some are of a mind, that by hearing 
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a conference, or diſputation betwixt 
two of contrary Opinions in Religi- 
on, wy arc preſently to become Ma- 
ſters of all that either in Scripture, or 
Fathers, concerns Religion, or at 
le2? that point whereof the Diſputa- 
tion is, which is a very filly conceit, 
For neither can we be aſſured of the 
worth of the Diſputants, nor of the 
choice of their Arguments: But we 
may be aſſured that thgy bandle not 
the tenth or hundredth -part of what 
may be brought. Again, how efhica- 
cioufly they doit, dependeth of ma- 
ny varieties and chances, <nd is for 
the moit part, almoſt purely of ha- 
zard, one word divers times changing 
the whole tenour of the conference. 
The eloquence, the fervour, the out- 
ward ſhew of ſome wit or paper- 
learning, a miſtake in Logick , and 
divers ſuch by-leſs, flubber and de- 
face the ſtrongeſt reaſon and force of 
truth, Now what Auditory is fit for 
a Diſputation ? It muſt have no pre- 
vention ; it muſt be skilled in*he mat». 
ters handled, it muſt be ſo aftentive, 
that the running of the diſcourſe doth 

not 
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not let great ſenſes glide unawares 
by it; infine;ſuch an one as is hard to 
be found: So that in truth it is gene- 
rally unprofitable and uſcleſs. Be- 
ſides, Animofities riſing on one fide 
znd the other, whilit each becomes 
obltinate, to make his own words 
good ; beſides again, affected ſubtlE- 
ties and arts to diſguiſe the Truth, 
and make it ſeem another thing than 
really it jg4. beſides breaking the 
rules and formes of true Diſputation, 
whereof the Auditory may becither 
ignorant or uncapable, as being uſed 
to large dFcourſes and Preaching, and 
not to the hedged Lanes of Schoot- 
exerciſe; beſides all incidencies which 
cannot be ſo eaſily gueſt at, as they 
happen in practiſe, But let the Diſ- 
putation be ſettled ; what ſhall the 
Arguments be ? If out of Scripture 
cither the enforcing of the Gramma- 
tical ſenſe of ſome word, which ſince 
the Scripture is not written dogma- 
tically, is a kind of forceing it, and 
for theFpolt part a wrything it from 
the nattral meaning : Or it- is ſome 
ſentence tor'n from the context of 

wat 
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what gocs b:fore or after, ſpecially 
0.t of ſome myl(tical Book,as theApo- 
calips: or ſome littlg ſtory ,the circum- 
ſlances whereof are not «nown: In 
all which, it is evident, there 1s fair 
ſcope of prating and jangling ; but 
ſmall, or no hope of arriving atTruth, 
If the Argument be out of the Fa- 
thers and Antiquity, firſt they will 
be ſure to chuſe a point that cither 
concerns little(as of the,zgne of ſome- 
thing, or ſome petty ceremony ) or 
elſe is depending of other more _=— 
points which are of ſet purpoſe a- 
voided in the choice; and D it ſelf re- 
mote , and gave leſs occaſion to be 
declared, It the Papiſt be to diſpute, 
then no Fathers be of Authority but 
thoſe of the firſt three Centuries, 
whoſe pains was chiefly againſt Pa- 
gans ; and ſo ſpake only, or chiefly of 
the Unity & Providence of God, &*c. 
though if any other be to Diſpute a- 
gainſt them, then latter ages will ſerve, 
If reaſon be employed, it is out of 
the inmoſt part of Piofophp where- 
of the Auditory certainly knows no- 
thing, nor likely one, if not both - 

Diſ- 


— 
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Difputants. For ſince the reformers 
found that babling amongſt the Un- 
learned , had a greater force to 
be admired, then ſpeaking Reaſon a- 
mongſt the Learned, and- that with 
far leſs pains: They had been Fools 
if they would have gone the farther 
way about, when quibling and jeer- 
ing would ſerve their turns. So ſup- 
poling they found the School-learning 
uncertain & ever diſputable. The pro- 
fit they brotfit into the world, was 
from Logicians and Sophiſters, to 
bring us down to be School-Boys and 
Conitruergof Terence : By which we 
ſee the Devils practiſe againſt our 
Fore-ſathers to go on in his poſterity. 
For as then,under pretence of Science, 
he brought Man-kind to palpable 
darkneſs and ignorance ; ſo now his 
Seed promiſing the ſimpler fort of 
people to make themall Doctors, and 
that every one ſhould ſee in Scrip- 
ture the truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
have in that part of the Church they 
could deyauch, taken away eveu that 
uſe of Kit and ſeeming - learning 
which they confeſſed to be in it , = 

cit 
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lefr nothing but pure Boyes play, 
popping out words that have no more 
ttrength then the paper they are writ- 
ten in, nor any handle by which 
mans Underſtanding can catch hold. 
And thoſe poor wretches who follow 
ſich 'Maſters, arc yet fo fooliſh, as 
not to ſee that in/tcad of a Church 
which delivercd them by an Univerſal 
Voyce, what it ſelf could not be ig- 
norant of, that it had Legeived from 
their Fathers, and by them from 
Chriſt, they now rely upon one or 
two ignorant Grammarians , whoſe 
Skill lyes only in words which have 
more variability of ſenſe, than chang- 
able Taffaty hath of colour; and no 
more ſubtance than dry leaves : 
Yet, though they ſee that upon every 
turn they look after their Door, 


nevertheleſs perſwade th:mſclves | 


that they themſelves ce all, and arc 
the only ludges, and Maſters or Mi- 
ſtreſſes of their Opinions ; and all 
this, becauſc their Maſters tell them 
they do fo. 

Though much more miMt, and 


peradventure were well to have been 
ſaid ; 
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ſaid z yet my pretence of ſetting the 
$kill of Logs, as proper to Contro- 
verſies, under a ſhort view, obliges 
me to forbear ſo full and ample a dif- 
courſe. But becauſe it is one of the 
maine Pillars of Pretenders to Refor- 
mation, to miſ-repreſent thoſe whom 
they pretend to rgform : 1 coul4 not 
omit to ſet down the principal points 
of Dottrines controverted,, as the Ca- 
tholick C burgh maintaineth them: That 
the Reader, deſirous of Truth and 
Peace, may ſce what a. Reformer is 
to oppoſe, if he intend to proceed 
honeltly eand uprightly. Againſt 
which, I ſcarce believe any prudent 
perſon will think fit to make an ob- 
jection , unleſs out of Natural Rea- 
ſon z- where the myſtery is difficulr, 
not for it ſelf, but becauſe we under- 


| ſtand not Nature, As, he who is 


perfectly Maſter of Logick, will have 
little difficulty in accepting the Do- 
Ajne of the Trinity : He that tho» 
rowly underſtands the compoſition of 
body & Foul in man, will caſily admit 
the [nca#nation : And, who fully com- 
prehends how living Creatures mu 

X tnen- 
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themſelves, will not ſtick at the my- 
ſtery of the Euchariſt, 4 pretend not 
to put down all: for, as there is no 
all of thoſe demonſtrations which may 
be made of the Natures of a Triangle 
or Circle; ſo, far leſs of the depen- 
dencies on the miſteries of our Faith, 
whic ppolitign of Adverſarics 
may maIF necellary to be known and 
profeſs'd, I, therefore, content my 
ſelf with thoſe I apprehend the more 
troubleſomly comrover% in theſe 
our days. 
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C $$S$$Þ43: FLIP 
_ A brief Explication of Ca- 


tholick Faith, in order to 
ModernaTonroverſes. 


V *E-bcdlieve , That from all 
Eternity , there was & 

; Thing , not made by any 

other, but having its being from it 
ſelf, Tat, this Thing is unchanga- 
ble and immortal ; Art neither 
parts nor compoſition, and fo is per- 
feRtly Incivifible and Spiritual. That 
this ſame Thing is ſubſtantially and 
efſentially Knowing and Leving it ſelf: 
and ſo is a ſubſtance krown, a ſubſtance 
knowing , and a ſubltance loving the 
Thing kndwn. That, as a Thing 
krown , it is frem which the Thing 
kyowing is : and, as a Thing k7own and 
knowirg, it is from which the ſubſtance 


f foving is, 


or Th 
| That, 
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That, as a ſubitance knowing or 
knowledg, we well explicate it by a 
name taken out of our natural conſi- 
derations, that is, by the word Sor : 
Likewiſe, as a ſubſtance known, by 
the word Father : but, as a ſubſtance 
Love, we cannot properly — it 
by cither of theſe, apd therefore we 
uſe the common of Holy-Ghoſt, 
or Spirit, or Breath; te ſignific it is 
the beginning of outwazd ation, 
And this is that which wE Man, when 
weſay, there are in God THREE 
PERSONS, FATHER, SON, and 
HOLT-GHOST. n 

This eternal indjviſible Thing we 
call God; and profcſs that He made 
Time, and, in, or with the beginning 
of Time, all other things, whether 
ſpiritual and indiviſible, or bodily and 
ſubjet to corruption or mortality, 
Afnong the reſt, and for the principal 
of thoie Creatures, which we know 
by our ſenſe and converſation, he 
made Man; thatis, One Man, and 
One Woman, He created them ſuch, 
that they ſhouli not, by anyCorrup. 
tion , be cxtinguiſht like the other 

C rea- 
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Creatures ſet round about them : but, 
remain after this life a ſpiritual Thing, 
capable of the ſight of himſelf and c- 
ternal happineſs, 

Theſe two were at, at fir?, created 
in ſuch a ſtate, that Re«ſ =» was in 
them more powerful than ſenſe , 
and could with caſe have kept them 
from all ations unreaſonable, and the 
unhappy effe is of them : had nor the 
envy of another intelletual Creature 
( which ve-call the Devil  ſeduc'd the 
Woman; and, by her means, the 
man al © to cat of Fruitr, of which 
they were forwarn'd that they would 
bring them Death and Miſcry. , 

By this, means, diforder being 
brongh: into our firſt Parents, both in 
body and ſoul, all their Progeny be- 
came vitious , every Chi!d drawing 
from his Anceſtors diſorderly inclina- 
tions, which avert kim from the love 
and care of true bliſs ; and which, be- 
ing ſtrengthned by cutome and api- 
nion, were able to carry the whole 
Maſs of Man - kind to eternul infcli- 
city,, the juTand deſerved puniſh- 
ment of this firlt defavlt, and its evil 
conſequents. » This 
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This Navery of Man - kind to fin, 
was ſo general, and. their inclination 
to Vice ſo ſtrong, that it exacted God 
Almighty ſhould ler great Rains de- 
{troy them all; Reſerving , by his 
mercy, only cight perſons to people 
the World a-ncw-, making the 
world it ſelf much leſs diftrattive and 
fuller of miſerics : And, after a while 
again he ſaw it fit to pitch upon one 
Man and his Poſterity, by Laws and 
-_ Government to Conſerve in 

m, though but weakly, the ſeeds 
of Vertue; often ſtrengthning them 
by extraordinary mcans,, and gincrea- 
ſig their knowledg, though Vertue 
much faded in them. This People he 

overn'd, firſt, in,the way of Repub- 
ick, afterwardg,in that of Royalty, 
and laftly by Pricfts; till, notwith- 
ſtandingall his care, and their ſcience, 
they were grown to an extremity of 
perverſneſs. 

Then He came to the laft remedy, 
and taking, or, as it were, grafting 
into his own ſubſtance the Nature 
Man. became in his own Perſk the 
Teacher and Example to Man-kind - 

a 
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all Vertuous aftion and: good life. 
And, becauſe Mans Nature was graf- 
ted by its nobleit part, that is, by his: 
dens or root of Underſtanding ; to 
which God, as a ſubltance Knowledge, 
has, as it were, proportion : 'tis right- 
ly deliver'd to us that the Sox of God, 
or Sccond Perſon of the Godhead, 
took Fleſh upon him to be our guide: 
and rule; and not the Farther, or 
H. Gboſt, though they both are inſe- 
parably in him, 

So God, who, by his Miniiters, 
had inſtruted hitherto Man-kind by 
Allegorfes and Similitudes , propor- 
tionable to their carnal imbecility : 
Now, in his own Perſon , rendred 
Authoritative by Miracles, he open- 
ed the way to Heav'n, in as plain 
terms as our Nature is capable of ; 
teaching usto abitract our ſelves from 
the love of Creatures, and adhere to 
him by love of the future bliſs of- our 
ſouls. Having compleated the courſe 
of his teaching by word and example, 
and ſhgw'd us how to bear patiently 
and without fear, the miſerics of this 
world,cv'n Death it ſelf ; he thought 

I 3 good 
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good to give us a ſcantling of our bliſs 
of budy ; being rais'd the third Day, 
and for the ſpace of forty days, ſhew- 
ing us a new Nature , which our bo- 
dyes were to obtain in the laſt Re- 

ſurreCtion, if ſo we deſerv'sd it, 
During his abode upon Earth a- 
mong us, he choſe certain Believers, 
' call'd Apoſtles, and, under them, a ſect 
number of Diſciples: gave them Au- 
thority to Preach and pratic'd them 
in it, ev'n whilſt he liv'd; but , 'in- 
ſtructed them more ſpecially, towards 
his departure, how thry ould be- 
hve themſelves in Convclion of 
Jews and Gentiles, & how they ſhould 
—_ the Nations my brought into 
is belief, When he had perform'd 
thus far, he left them, a'cending, in 
their ſight, above the Clouds ; and 
according tv his promiſe, after ten 
days, by means of a miraculous 
wind, he repleniſht them ſo wit}: 
Faith and Charity ; that he made 
them fit Executors of his commands, 
and inſtruments of buildigg the 
Church he intended to ſpread over all 
Nations. He gave them — of 
cart 
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Heart, and knowledg of Tongues» 
and power of Miracles; and diſcre- 
tion to uſe all, tothe end for which 
he deſign'd them. 

This Church being to confiſt of all 
Man-kind, as 6ne Politick Body ; he 
thought to ſet Univerſal rules of cer- 
tain external ations and prattices 
common to all, by, and in which they 
ſhould communicate together , and 
know one another, And the main 
ſcope of his in{truction being to bring 
men to the Honour and vervice of 
God ; he made likewiſe, for the prin- 
Cipal ogour cxternal aftions, One, 10 
be a publick Teſtimony aad Recogni- 
ſance that God is the fole Authour of 
all good to us, and abſolute Maſter 
of Life and Death; of B ung and Not- 
being. Such a ceremony 1s call'd a 
Sacrifice. 

This he did immcdiately before his 
Death, taking into his hands Bread 
and Wire, and bleſſing them ; affuring 
us the Thing he gave was that very 
Body which ſhould be wounded, and 
that @ery Rlood which ſhould be ſhed 
for us :. And, ſo, againſt all prejudice 

I 4 of 
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of ſenſe, we believe the ſubſtances of 
Rrcad and Wine were changed really 
jnto the ſubſtance of his Body and 
Blood ; notwithſtanding, the Na- 
rarer, that is, all the operations and 
reſemblances of Bread and Wire TC- 
main as before. 

This he commanded his Apoſtles 
to do, and, by Mediation of this Sa- 
criice, or Obreſtation, or higheſt 
Prayer, to obtain for the Quick and 
Dead whatever is fit to bEimpetrated 
for them. He commanded alſo that, 
going this, we ſhould remember, or 
rather commemorate, that is,offer to 
the Churches remerabrance,his Death 
and Paſſion. For, as it is a true Sa- 
crifice, by the real and local parting of 
his Body and Blood; ſo, this, oy 
done under the ſhapes of Bread an 
Wine, becomes a Figure and Alle- 
gory of the real and bloody ſeparation 
made upon the Holy Crofs. * This 
Sacrifice, perform'd with convenient 
Cercmonycs, we uſually call The 


_— 
is Incorporation of all Chrftians 


into the Body of Chriſt, by participa- 
tion 
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tion of this Sacrifice,is the higheſt Mo- 
tive of Love to Chrilt, and to one a- 
nother, that can fall into Mans heart ; 
and therefore has ever been a Symbol 
or token of Peace among Chriſtians, 
and is eſteem'd the Myſtery or Sacra- 
ment of Charity. But becauſe Chri- 
ſtian Life conliſts of ſeven Vertues, 
three Theological, and four Cardinal; , 
Chriſt deliver'd other ſix SanQifica- 
tions or Iniviations, to enter us in the 
other fix Vertues: Baptiſm for Faith ; 
Confirmation for Hope ; Penazice to 
redreſs the wrongs we co to God and 
our NRghbours 5s Matrimohy and 
Extream Vuttion,to inure us to Tem» 
perance, and fortific us againſt the 
tetrours of Death. 

: Praderge, becauſe it eminently be- 
longs to Commanders , rereiv'd its . 
proper initiation in the inſtallment of 
Spiritual Governors, Prielts and Bi- 
ſhops : who, being more eminent in | 
Science and Charity, have powte to » 
govern the Flock of Chriſt. Amorig 
W thar- eniiiarion -| "Hot 
break Uniry,- by tis own pratticeand ' 
month, - Chriſt gavo the Primacy to 
TITS, I's, Peter. 
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Prtey; to whoſe See and Succefſour 
inferiour Biſhops were to have re- 
courſe in all publick neccflities or dif- 
ſenſions of che Church ; and who, at 
this day, is commonly call'd the 
Pope, 

The firſt Biſhops and Prieſts, that 
is ,. the Apoſtles and Diſciples left 
certain Writings; but, neither by 
command nor deſign to deliver, in any 
or all of them, a Summary of our 
Faith, but occaſionally teaching what 
they thovght-requiſte for ſome cer- 
tain place or Company : Which the 
H. Gholt intended for the cEmfort of 
the Church. In which, as we pro- 
feſs there is nothing falſe, or uncer- 
tain ; ſo we know that the Unwritten 
Preaching ought to be the rule of their 
Interpretation , at lea't , negatively, 
Neither can we vindicate thoſe Books 
from the corruptions of Tranſcribers, 
and much leſs of Interpreters ; whoſe 
Jabours cannot pretend. to the Autho- 
rity, of Scripture, \gtherwiſe then-by a 
known conformity to the Origgals. 7 

Tis incredible how great ificreaſe 
of Devotion and Charity Agr =" 

ri- 
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Chriſtian People, by the Reverend 
Aduiniſtration and Faithful Recepti- 
on of theſe Sacraments : What re- 
ſpect and awe towards their Tea- 
chers, what adheſion to their Do- 
&rine, -and obedience to their di- 
reCtions : infine, how great a life to 
the Church, and eminence above ſuch 
Synagogues as are deltitute of theſe 
holy Inititutions, 

The Apoſtles,therefore, arm'd with 
theſe and the afore-ſaid powers; dif- 
pers'd themſelves into al} the quar-= 
ters of the Earth; planting this com- 
mon Rodrine and Pra+tice through 
the Univerſe : and, dying, left the In- 
hcritance of the ſame to their SucceC. 
ſours; who, in debates about Do- 
Qrines and other diſſentions, meeting 
together, and finding what the Apo. 
files had left ro the Churches, caſt 
out ſuchas would not conform to the 
receiv'd Traditzon, and ſo Chriſtians 
were divided; the Parties caſt out; 
being denominated by their Maſters. 
or particular Doctrines.; the part ad- 
heargg to the Apoſtles Tradition, re- 
taining the name 6f the Apoſtolick, 

Church, 
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Church, which, becauſe it was (eſpec- 
cially at the firſt riſe of any ScR), as 
itwere, the whole of Chriitians, was 
alſo termed Catholick, or Univerſal, 

So Tradition, became the rule of 
Faith, and Councils, and Apoſtolical 
Sees the infallible Depoſitanies of it ; 
and, the reſt fayling, cither by the de- 
frotion of Chriftian Religion in 
thoſe quarters, or. by the voluntary 
diſceſhon from the rule of Faith ; the 
Roman See, firſt inſtructed by the two 
chief Apoſtles, and afterwards by per- 
= correſpondence with all Chri- 

ian Cauntrics, and their recaurſe to 
it in matters of Faith and Diſcipline, 
remain'd the only fingle Church 
which was able, in Vertue of perpe- 
tyal Succeſhon, to teitifie what was 
the Apoſtles Dottrine. Afterwards, 
 Hereticks equivocally confounding 
the names of Apoſtolick and Carholick, 
by an Impudence of ſaying what they 
hiſt without ſhew.of reaſon : The Ca» 
tholick party bas been forc'd, for di- 
ſtintion, to -add to their Church the 
Smpeme of Romay ; declaring Rere- 
by, that the Roman particular Church 


is, 
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is the Head and Miſtreſs, and cauſe of 
Unity to all thoſe Churches that have 
ſhare in the Carholich, 

By this link of Truth, viz, receiv. 
er by Succefſion z and the 

ink of Unity, in the Roman Head of 
the Churct, as the Church has hither- 
to ſtood in Perſecutions, Herchies and 
Schiſms : So we are aſſured it will ne- 
ver fail, till the ſecond coming of our 
Lord ; but hope it will encreaſe into 
an Univerſal Kingdom of Chr:ft, to 
continue an unknown exzent of Ages 
(defign'd in the Apocalyps by the num- 
ber of a houſand years) in great pro- 
ſperity and freedom from either Pa- 
gans without, or -Hereticks within, 
and in great abundance of Charity and 
good life. 

This being the apparent effet of 
Chrit's commg, we ſee that the ge- 
neral good Life of Man-kind, (which 
proceeds from the knowledg of the 
Fnd, to which we are created, and 0- 
ther motives and means deliver'd vs 
by Chrifts Doftrine,) was the great 
and or} deſign for which hecame ; 
that. is, to be the cauſe to us of an 


happy 


. 
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happy life, both in this World, afid 
in the next, And, this being the 
main advantage of the State of Para- 
dice; or, of our Nature before cor- 
ruption : "Tis clear , Chrilt has re- 
pard the fault of Adam, by making 
- Whole Man-kind capable of attaining 
everlaſting bliſs; which one only Fa- 
mily, before his coming, had generally 
means to arrive at, 

The ſetting Man-kind in this repair, 
reitor'd it to ſuch a condition in re- 
ſpe of God Almighty, that he ye- 
ſolv'd to -beſtow his greateſt benchts 
on it, that is, Erernal Felicity, where- 
as, before, (as long as it was.in the 
ſtate of fin) his degrees were for its 
Univerſal Damnatign. By which, 
'ris clear, that Chriit appeas'd his Fa- 
thers wrath, and niade him a Friend 
of a Foc he had been before. 

So that, becauſe Etcrual Bliſs fol- 
lows out of good Lifc, and the.con- 
ſtant habit or inclination to it; as 
likewiſe Damnation, out of the ſtate 
of a+ ſinful inclination : Formal Zuſts- 
fication confiſts in the habit #f good 
Life ,and theſtate of Damnation in 

an 
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an habitual inclination to Sin (neither 
the one, nor the other in an cxtrinſecal 
acceptation or refuſal of the Divine 
Will, and its Artutrary Election or 
diſlike), which are only the cfhcient 
cauſes from whence they, proportio-- 
nably to their Natures, depend. 
Farther, becauſe Man-kind was not 
able of ir ſelf to get out of the ſtate of 
ſin, and, by conſequence, lay in ſub- 
jeCtion and flavery to it ; and Chriſt, 
by the explicated means and ations, 
ſef it free, and gave it power to come 
out of that miſery; fe clearly &e- 
deenid Fankind from this ſervitude 
of Sin, and Sins Maſter, the Devil, 
and gave it the liberty in which it had 
been created at firſt: And, becauſe 
Chriſt did this by his Death and pe- 
nal ations of his Life, he is rightly 
_ to bave paid a Ranſom for Man- 


Notwithſtanding this general pre- 
paration of cauſes, by which all were 
inabled to welk-doing ;' no particular 
man can. arrive to-anyattion of Ver- 
rue, without the ſpecial Providence 
and Benevolcnce of —_— 

W 
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which, by convenient circumſtances, 
not only external, but alſo internal, 
reaching to the very effect it ſelf, 
prepares our hearts to receive theſc 
common impreſſions, and makes them 
good Earth, fit for the Secd of our E. 
ternal Cultiver, who, without any re- 
fpe&t to former merits, plants Faich 
and Charity, and all that's good in'vs, 


meerly of his own benignity and gra» - 


ciouſneſs. . 

Now, Grace, or the Divine ſpon- 
tancous Providence operates all this, 
not by immgdiately determining the 
Man; but, by fo ſweetningthe pro- 
poſals, that they overcome the heart, 
and make it determine it ſelf actor- 
ding to the Wl of God. For, the 
Divine Power, ordinarily ſpeaking, 
does nothing immediately. by its.ſelf, 
nor has any influence by it ſelf, into 
human aRions, but all by the Media 
tion of the ſecond cauſes, It only or- 
dering and ſetting them on work; and 
if. (as ſome: Phi keld) chey 
cauld' -and xdid/ rwork 'of _— 
withoor beidg poſhoan by Him; juſt 
reread r. une! & ingexmouldhappenas 


now . 
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now they do. Sothat, neither Pyc- 
deſtination nor Reprobation, by being 
what they are purely in God, bring 
any change at oll in our Wills deter- 
minations; and no mention of them 
ought to be made, farther then to 
ſhew Gods Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
who fore-ſaw aud fore-will'd, and ſo 
cauſed (like an Univerſal, not a Par- 
ticular cauſe) all our ations, as far 
as my are good. 

Only, witn ſomething occurs , 
wherein 'tis fit the courſe of Material 
cauſes ſhould be moderated and di- 
rected, ahpve their own kne, to the 

overnment of Man-kind : There,the 
mighty Goodaeſs has other Inftru- 
ments tq perform his Will. Theſe 
we call Angels, incorporeal and ſpi- 
ritual Subſtances ; which, being Cre- 
ated with the beginning of Time, but 
not ſubjected to it, were, indepen- 
dently of it , perfeRted for their own 
Bliſs or Miſery : Thoſe, who enyy'd 
Mans felicity, in that his Nature 
ſhould be elevated to become God, 
remaining in the darkneſs and tor- 
ments which extremity of Wilfulaeſs 
cauſes 
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cauſes in ſuch Natures beyond all we 
can imagine ; the purer part, by ad- 
herence to Gods diſpoſition, becoming 
participant of his fight with an un- 
conceivable joy and happineſs. 
Theſe, under his Divine Majeſty, 
govern humane ations and their Ne- 
gotiation for Heav'n : The Bleſſed 
party being ready to furniſh us with 
all goods, asfar as the courſe of Pro 
vidence- requires and permits; the 
Bad being prompt to infli2 all harms 
of Soul and Body , when ever the 
hand of Providence holds not the 
rains. This, every ſortdgcs incom» 
mon and particular, when the ordi- 
nary courſe isto be inverted, for the 


ſweeter bringing of Man-kind to the 


intended Bliſs ; and ſuch of them as 
are ſpecially intent to particular per- 
ſons are us'd to be call'd their Angels 
Guardians, if they be good; Devils 
or Accuſers, if they be wicked Spt- 
rits. 

By theſe ways and Inſtruments 
Chriſt planted his Church and go- 
verns it, and will conſcrve & as long 
as this World (which was made —r 

it 
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it) ſhall continue : Kecping it free 
from Errour, and in the quality of a 
Teacher, a Commander, and a viſible 
Tribunal, to which all may repair 
who ſeek to Salvation. But, when 
the fore-deſigned work is fniſht, and 
the number of our Brethren filled ; 
then the World ſhxl be conſumed by 
Fire: Man-kind riſe and appear be- 
fore Chriſt, their Jug 3 receive their 
Eternal Doom ; all Time and 
Motion be ended and turn'd into a 
conſtant ſtate for ever. The Good 
ſhall receive the full Reward of their 
Vertue, \s yet but inchoated in their 
Souls : Which, if they went ovut per- 
fet in Charity, enjoy'd immediately 
the ſight of God ; and affitt us, now, 
by their Prayers as they did, living, 
by their Merits; that is, their good 
Example, and profitable labours 


'for their Poſterity : And fo we invo- 


cate them, and defire God that both 
their prayers and merits may be be- 
neficial to us. * 

Ang. becauſe we account them Per- 
ſons hfhly worthy, and in the favour 
of God ; we therefore teſtifie fo much 


by 
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by keeping ſome of their dying days 
holy, for cacouragement of others to 
imitate them z and bear a reſpect to 
their Relicks, ſuch as we do to holy 
laftzuracnts, as, the Biblc,'Chalices, 
Conſecrated Oyls, and the like ; And, 
as we Kiſs the Hand of a Prince, or 
Garacat of a Prelate , imending it 
as a Ceremony of Honour to him; 
ſo we Kiſs the Relicks or Pictures of 
Saints, pnd cſpecially Crofſes which 
we take for the Piltures of Chrift 
Crpcified, making fuch Action .the 


Ceremony of czpreſſing honour to the 


perſon repreſented. Thif, in the 
Greek and Latine, is call'd Adoration, 


that is, Kiſſmg ;, that being the mdſt. 


antient and natural Ceremony of Pro-' 
ticking a Loving Honour ; and, the 
word reaching, mm a divers ſence, to 
the thing immediately toucht, and wo 
that perſon to whom the Honour is 
refer'd; 'tis ſaid, they both are 6+ 
dored by the ſame at of Adoration, 
but the one materially and corporally, 


the other with the heart and, mind; 


we ſubmitting our ſelves tthe one 
as to our better, and making the 


other : 


———— 


ot! 


= 
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other the means by which we expreſs 


it, 

The abſolutely wicked, confuted 
and terrify's by the ſight of their 
Jos, will be confin'd to perpetual 

kneſs of ſpirit,and gnawing of their 
Conſcience, and the anguiſhes of their 
aging dehres, for all Eternity. 

e middle fort, +4:z. Thoſe who, 


{according to the uſual defectibility of 


all corporeal and mortal goods, de- 
ceaſe ſubſtantially in Charity «ad 


Love of God, but not without ſome 


| weakneſſes and defefts 3 cannot, be- 


fore they are purg'd, be, admitted to 
the ſight of God : and ſo, expect, in 
darkneſs and grief, that happy change; 


to which the Prayers of the Living, as 
afo of the Saints in Heaven, do much 
wail them. 

Theſe arc the chief Heads of the 
Chriſtian profeſſion of that Church, 
which, being in Communion with the 
Church of Rome, pretends to have re- 
teiv'd her Doctrine from Chriſt and 


his Apoſfles, in a > gym publick 


exerciſe Yd profeſſion, without in- 


ption, handed down to this our 


tr 


pre- 
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preſent Age ; and out-of which have 
iſſu'd all particular Congrega:10ns, 
who, in their ſeveral ſcaſons, ſepa- 
rating themſclves from her, have been | 
denominated by ſeveral appellations; | 
the namc Caiholxck ever remaining to | , 
her, in ſp-ght of all invaſions. F 

By wich it appcars taar the oppo- |, 
ſitions made ag uin t her are only the : 
breaking down all Cri tianity aud . 
good Life, cithcr mm its (elf, or in ith « 
out-works, Ag, thr: $0114, deny- k 
ing the God head -of the 8. T, ity , 
and of Cariſt Feſma - Tae Pria "14M, i 
by denying the Fall of Myn an] the . 
neceſſity and efficacy of Grace ; the p 
Puritans or Preabyteria's , by dony- ba 
ing the neceſſity of good Life t9 Juſtb| - 
fication, deitroy the very efſ:nce of 4s 
Chriſtianity and Vertne., Divers, by of 
denying the ſolemn and holy Sacrifice H 
of the Altar, the higheſt a&t of owf ,* 
Religious duty to God, and cutting fed 
off moit of the Sacraments ; by. re- 


Fa 


jeQting Prayers ro the Saints and An 
gels. and all devotion for the Dead 
by aboliſhing Holy-days F publick hl 

c Picture Sec 


Falts ; by pulling down 
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ol Chriſt and his Saints, which out 
pious Anceltors ſet up to renew the 
memory of their Examples, and cn- 
courage us to follow them, demoliſh 
the Fenccs and Butworks of the ſame 
Chriſtianity and good Life. But all 
that deſerve the name of Hereticks, 


| agree to charge the Church of Fu 


with Corruption and Adultery ; and 
deny in her both infallibility to know 


*{ Chrits Doctrine and power. to go: 


yern; and conſcquently deſtroy cx+ 
ternal Unity, and the Eſſence of it: 
Which, as it is not formally to ruine 

nod Life, ſo, it is more than to 

eak down her Ovt- works; ſince it 
intrenches upon the very ſubſtance in 
common , and leaves no means but 
| hap hazard to come to the knowledg 


of Chriſts Law and Eternal Salvation. 
Hence we may underſtand what this 
name Popery gps, viz. The Af- 
fetion or Reſolution to maintain 
Faith and goog Life, and the cauſcy 
of the cooleryation of thera. 

ae divers others point con- 
trover betwixt Catholicks and 
SeRtaries; but ſuch , for the moſt 


part, 
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part, as. need no «xy lication but a 
pure denyal. As, when they accuſe 


us to have depriv'd the Laity of half | 
the Communion z we deny it : For,' ; 
Beſides that, the general practice of * 


Chritjans has been from the begin- 


mg ro give the Sacraments ſornetimes 


in one kind, ſometimes in both z rhe | 
Church has always bcliev'd the critite | 


Communion was perfettly Admin 
ſtred in cither, Wedeny, likewiſz, 


that ever the Church held the neceſſi» 


ty of communicating Infants, or the 
+, 6h perſonal Infallitility : That In- 
dulgences can draw Souls out of Pur- 
fatory : That Prayers ought to be 
made in an unknown Tongue, though 
we may think it fitting in ſome Cit- 
cumſtances, tht the publick Service, 
for Revercnce and Maj:(ly, may be 
ſo performed. That Faith is not to be 
kept with Infidels; That the Pope 
can diſpenſe with the Legitimate Sub- 
jection ro Princes; and twenty ſuch 
other Tenerr;, which are injuriou"y 
impos'd by SeRaries, and flaly de- 
ny'd by us, and therefore require ng 
farther explication, a# 


| 
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Ontroverſy- Legick , or the Art 
of Diſcourſing in matter of 
Religion, between thoſe 

R who profe's the Law of 

Chrzſt, cannot be 'compleat ; winleſs, 
as Ar:ftorle made a Book of Fallacies, 
avoid, cavils in. tris Organor, pr In- 
trument gf Science, ſo we alſo diſco- 
ver the common fallacies uſcd in Con- 


| taught n3,:agd by cxperjence we day- 
ly find, that /4ereſc is, in'a manner, 2s 
{von ,overthrown, as laid open,;. fall. 
hood like, deformity being aſhamed 
of nak $.; Irs way therefore, tis 
tor veſt ſelf, likean Angel of Light 
inthe Ai Yn, pon andiſerm ” 

wear & | 154th; mean; 
x - thoſe of the Ounholick 
panty, 
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party, to delude the ſimplicity of the 


Innocent and. well-meaning Pcoplz; 
which Charity obliges us to prevent 
by clearing the Proteſtants-.. 


4 " 
% 
3. ICY \ YRS 


Shuffle, b ---N 
4A 


3; .Of the Me ard Sea }Prury-o 


A [If ak te wht 
rely on, 't 
anther; oh Gods Word 
Þrai | BBA a_y relying on 
men,” fly ty 'th rehies 
witneſs: Bot we preſs then to fe! 
chre what they meati by Gods Ward, 
whether the Book of the 312, ot the 
ſence of it; they ate forced to an- 
fer; che ſenſe; for, 'tis evident ws 
ih 


havetfic Book as welf ney - thWp2- 56 
them! at pen” Av: 
what inſtruments or bane kno 


hſefs 
udying, 


the: ſenſe , they *canfiot br 
_ reading, & their owt 
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or thinking the ſenſc of the Scripture 
is that which they affirm ; though 
Catholicks all affirm the contrary. And 
although even in this they are coſen- 
ed, following, for the molt part, the 
explication of their Preacher ; yet1 
preſs not that, for they know not that 
they do ſo ; But only urge this Re- 
flexion, when you ſay' you rely on 
Scripture or Gods Word ; obſerve, 
your meaning is, that you rely -on 
your own opinion, or gueſs that rhe 
is Gods Word. $0 that this glorious 
profeſſhon of relying on Gods Word 
is, in ſobſtance and reality, to rely 
on the opinion or gu of a Cob- 
ler, or Tinker, or ſome Houſe-wife ; 
when the anfwerers are ſuch : of, at 
moſt, of a Miniſter; who , for hif 
own intereſt , is bound td maints 

this isthe meaning\'ofGods'Wotd,” =" 
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'2. Of General Councils. 


* Ome Proteſtants are ſo bold, as to 

.. profeſs they will ſtand to Gene- 

. ,ral Councils. . Now, a General 
Council, in the language of Catho- 
licks, is a general meeting of the 
Chriſtian World, by its Biſhops and 
Depvtics, to teſtify the Doctrine of 
the. Chriſtian Church : And 'tis ac- 
counted inerrable in fuch teftificati- 
ons ;, and therefore to have power to 
command the faith of Chriſtians, and 
caſt out. of the Church. all that yield 
not to. ſuch their determinations and 
ments; and, by conſequence.,to 
ave,,a, ſupreme-Avthority in the 
Church , in matters of Faith, Thc 
Proteſtants, loath to leave the ſha» 
dow though they care nor for the ſuly 
tance, vTe the name, but to no effect. 
For, the intention being to marzſeſt 
the Doctrine of the Chriſtian World, 


and 
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and conſequently, that number and 
uality of Witneſſes ſuffizing as evi- 
bes that they firſt, agree not upon 
the notion of what a Conrcil is, re- 
viring ſometimes that all Biſhops 
ſhould be preſent, ſomtimes that all 
Patriarks, though known to be pro- 
feſfs'd Hereticks, and under the Turk, 
' ſoratimes objecting want of liberty, 
and mainly, that they decide not by 
diſputation. out of Scripture alone, or 
thar they taught falſe Doftrine. So 
that to the Proteſtant a Councs/ ſigni» 
fies an arc and uncertain mect- 
ing of then, going upon Scripture ; 
Which (as ' before eclared } fgni- 
fies every Miniſters or Trades-m 
funcy that hath no Authority to bi 
men to believe, and is to be judg'd 
the DoQtrine or apgrecment ih 
Faith with che Proteſtants, 


; 
2 
K 3 3. of 
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3. Of the conſent of Fathers. 


He conſent of the Fathers , or 

* . Doftoursof Chriſtians before . 
Dovr Age and Controverſies , 

bears fo Venerable an aſpect; as that 
ſew Hereticks dare (at leaſt, before 
honeſt underſtanding Chriſtians) give 
it flatly the lye; . Therefore the diſ- 
&feEter part of Proteſtantswcknow- 
ledgit; yet with' a Safvo that they 
were all men and might be deceived; 
Which in ny lay, > it is n0 
convincing or binding Authority, as 
Catholicks hold it 3, nay, RE 
a ſtronger Authority: then that of a 
Council, as being the judgment, in ſe- 
veral Ages, of the Catholick Church, 
or the learned patt of it, which is all 
one as to Faith, The Proteſtant firſt, 
at one clap cuts off a thouſand gr 1 3. 
hundred years,nay ſome 1 5. h&dred, 


Same ſaying S. Greg ory the Great was 
the 
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the lait Father and firſt Papiſt; the 
more ordinary courſe being to ac- 
knowledg only the Fathers of the 
Perſecution-time before Conſftarrine, 
hading Popery (as they calls) too 
publick afterwards \ ſorge © preſſing 
that, ever ſince the dereaſe of the A- 
poltles, the Church has been corrup- 
ted; 'So.that, they. neither give any 

\uthority to the gonſent of, Fathers, 
nor acknowledg the'thing Catholicks 
call the Fathers,accepting,commonly, 
a2 conhderable pay of thetn, and the 

rger opinion -nothing neer the half. 

he c of the Fathers, thereforc 
ip the ſept Proteſtants;, ſignifies 
nothing but the opinion of ſame few, 
who have written cither hathing, or 
lictle and obſcurely, of the points in 
Controverſy, 


| 
| 


4. Of this Word Cacholick- | 
Church. 


the the C atholick;Church all plead 
a Title, the ; 990m Creed 
forcing them to the . And 
Carholicks, by this word; underſtand k 
Church which hath endured from Fx- 
ther to Son, ſrom 'Chrilts' time to 
ours,ftill teaching the ſame Bottrine, 
and. living under an outward viſible 
the Church of ' Rome, viz. the Pope. 
Ando, they acknowledg and obey a 
viſible and determinate Authority, tb 
which recourſe for Doftrine may e- 
very moment be had, by looking into. 
their general Practice and publick 
atechiſms (as that made by order 
of the Council of Trenr) and in preat 
vccaſions to General meetings $5 and 
mean while to the particular = 
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of Rome, But the Proteſtant, by this 
name, pretends to' a Church: com- 
pos'd of all whom he accounts good 
Chriſtrans ; which has no other Rule 
then of the Scripture, that is, the fan- 
cy-of every particular Congregation, 
for its opinions; no common Go- 
vernment ; no bounds or- limits to 
be known by, but ſuch as every | ag 
vate judgment ſhall, upon occation, 
ſet to include or exclude whom, he 
pleaſes. So that plainly, what Pro- 
teſtants mean by the name of the .Ce- 
tholick - Church, is no detenninate 
CongreFation of 'men, nor can-have: 
any influence to govern either Faith.: 
or Manners. 


—  _ — 


5: Of conſent with the Greek: 
Church. - 


Q Proteſtants highly; brag. of / 

\ ir. Communion with the 

Greek, Ghurch;, or- rather - of 'theix « 
A K.s, CONe-" 
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Conſent in Doctrine with it ( for, 1 
have not heard of ayy Communion, 
unleſs with the Patriarch Cyril, who 
for that cauſe was put out, as an He- 
retick_) : a matter, though of no con- 
ſequence now, yet, for the name of 
what it bas been anciently, of a co- 
burable credit to them, Let us there- 
fore fce. what the Proteſtant means, 
by this communion or conſent, Two 
poipts there arc { and anly two of 
moment) wherein the Greek and La- 
zn_ Church differ.: One, «bout the 
Brecefſion of the Holy Ghoſt, in which 
te 29. Articles mery agree With the 
Latine Church againſt the Grecians ; 
«nd yet theſc are they who moſt pre- 
tend to the Greek Union :-The other, 
about Obedieree to the Pope ; as to 
which, the Greeks freely acknowledg 
m Him a Primacy,and confeſs he were 
to be obeyed in jult commands ;* rx-: 
cepting only againſt his oppreſſion 

(as they call itF and clayming more 
then his right ; but hr. 5s th 


ly deny hirh any Right 'So thaththis 
glorious conſent they boaſt of, © not 
in Dotrine or Sacraments, theFife of 
"Chri- 
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Chriſtians 3. but at beſt by halfs, in x 
caſe of | Schiſm' and - diſobedience, 
which is common to all Hereticks. 


—_—— 


— — 


E,, Of the Roman Church, 


me'of them being aſhamed of 
their own Orphanage, and that 
they cannot name their Father 'or 
Mother, will (in ſpite of the Roman 
Church and her defying them) mtitle 
themwhves her 6ff-'ſpring; ſaying, 
ſhe is ſubſtantially a true Church, 
though ſhe couches inſufferable er» 
rours in her faith, which force them 
not to communicate with her, Let 
us therefore ſce what theſe means. by 
this Word the Roman Church. Ca- 
tholicks mean by it, a Coygregatzon 
of ren; joyn'd with Xome in an Obli- 
gation of Government, for the main- 
taining Faith, Sacraments, and Good 
Lift; taking this Obligation 'to be 
thY' which makes the wen, bound 
fogy/er by it, a-Chxrch, The Pro- 
0 


reſtan: 
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teſtant takes this e—_—_ to be an 
infufferable Tyranny.; will have: no 
Rule of Faith, "out h ashe can turn 
which way he-thinks beſt for his in- 
tereſt or fancy ;_ Sacraments and Go- 
vernment no other, then what he can- 
not avoid out of his propoſed rule of 
Faith, or at, maſt, without the ſhame - 
of the ok ing _— means no- 
thi to making a 
mult of men a Church ; tutoe- 
Y , the gs of men, of which a 

hurch may, be made; as if a man, 
ſhould call a. Houſe or Palace . the 


'rpines of one lying, jn «heap where it 
was fallen. 


—_— — 4 —_— —_ 


* Of the Word Miſſion, | 


ur oe theſe enerally the Prela., 
P*% cn to. derive, 


rad <- by | Mon from the Ro, 
wan Church, Let us ſee, they, 
they. intend” A, - this, word :/q 

The.Catholick interpretation jd, 


_ 
- 
* 
- 
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Miyſfon (ignifiesa Command: given to 
the party ſent, to deliver a Meſſage to 
them to whom he is ſent ; which 
makes. the Apoitles queſtion good ; 
How can they Preach if they are not 
ſent ? That is,if no body deliver them 
an'Errand to carry :: And God is ſajd 
to put his own Words, in the Mouths 
of thofe he ſends ; and Chriſt, when 
he ſenthis Apoſtles,bad them Preach, 
ot deliver to the world, what” he had. 
taught them. Now, becauſe this com- 
mand, or commiſhon, is delegated in. 
the Catholick Church, by certain 
\ceremony which js- called Ordination, 
or the Sacrament of-Order : The Pro- 
ceſtant grew ambitious: of this- out- 
ſide, and ſo pretends his firſt Prelates 
had an Ordination from the Catholick 
Bi ,| whom they had-depoſed, or 
at lca(t violently- caft out from their 
Sees; - and this-they' call to have 4 
Atzſſuon from the Roman Church, So 
that they do not ſo 'much as 

to the nce of the thing called 


truly Aſton; butito-an- outſide and 
godd xaough'to {crve their 
| ane G1 $1 3.4 turgs; 
> Þ 
4 


230 Appendix, 


turns , who love the Glory of. men 
and regard not Gods truth, 


—_——Qu-__ 


_——  ———— —— 


— 


8. Of being like to the Pri- 
native Church, 


Nother thing wherein they in- 
A ſult over Catholicks , is An- 
tiquity ;,, Which, becavſe it 

Bath a Fecreble —_—_— mit ſelf, 
they (ſpecially the Prezhyrewan party) 
much preſume on; profeſſing their 
Church to be more like the Ancient 
Chriſttan Church, then the Catholi:ks 
is ; asking whemher S. Peter were the 
rince.of Kome, Biſhops in ſuch great 
orpyhed ſuch Courts, AtarsChur- 
che Pictures, in ſych-abundance; and 
ſo richly attired, Ceremonies and $a- 
crameuts performed with (o great 
magnificence and 'Order ? By which 
ws ſee, m__ ——_—_ .the 
Antquity.t exend 3 'thar 
Jonny! had not thoſe. ans to 
aw 


®, 
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draw weak hearts, which necd the 
helps. of badily appearances to raiſe 
themſelves to the conceit of inviſible 
goods ; Whereas the Catholick pre- 
tends to Antiquity, and to be like the 
Primitive times, in the ſubſtantial 
means of Chriſtian life ; as,in Church- 
Government and power of Biſho 

their accommodating the quarrels of 
the faithful by the order of the Apo. 
files, performing the Maſs, Baptiſm, 
Ordination , and other Sacrathents, 
with exaRneſs and diligence ; in Re- 
tiques, Holy Burials, having Feafts, 
Faits, Prnitential Canons, flotks of 
People of both Scxes dedicated | to 
God, Religious Ceremonies, and all 
ſorts of enticements to love Heaven 
and follew gaod life. So that the 
Antiquity the Proteſtarit pretends to 
is,- wantmg Wilfully thoſe means of 
" helping ſouls, which the Primitive 
Church wanted by the Violence of 
Perſecution 3 and the "ntiqui 

meang by Catholicks is, being like the 
Ancigat Church in all things that pro- 
_—_ inwardly and outward-* 
Lg 1 9. Of 
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ad 


9, Of the. Word Tradition: 


F©® Antiquity hangs Tradition, that 
* is, the Receiving of Doctrine 
and Cuſtomes from the Ancient 
Ghurchz which Catholicks place in 
this, that they are derived from the 
Apoſifes to us, by the continual and 
immediate delivery of one Age to a- 
nother ; "the Sons continuing their 
Fathers both belicf and conPFerſation 
in Chriſtian life, and treading the 
ſame paths of Salvation, This was a- 
bit of too ſower a digeſtion for Pro- 
teſtants 7 being not able to ſhew any. 
Maſters' from whom they had recei- 
ved [their belief. Yet: a Tradition- 
they muſt have, not to be openly con- 
viaced-of having forged their D&+. 
Arine, Some of them - thereſore 
ſaid they received their doQtring, by . 
an yr of the Bible to hem. 
e Chucches.continuz 
the Apoſtles time,where HG 


© 27%! 
@ ®Pfh I 
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open cquivocati g, in.the word Tra- 
- «tion; Catholicks taking it for the 
delivery of Doctrine; that is, of ſenſc 
and meaning z Proteſtants for the de- 
livery of a-mute Book or killing Let- 
ter, Others call Tradirion the Tefſti- 
mony of the Fathers of all Ages; and 
fo atlealt divert the Queſtion; turt- 
ing the proof of Religion ( which 
A" , oro ene to 
every orcifary underſtanding). into @ 
|buſigeſs of Irarniog. and | ; 
in which, though they be wortited, yet 
Sou e cannot ſee it, nor delcry 
their , 


Mb —HAw 


4 


= —— 


—_—_ _— _ Nl 


48» 0 / ; 101 
To, Of the word Really. 
| T O deſcend from the Univerſaliry 
i 1 oy waa, of o whole Re- 
ligian, to ſpecial Articles of its 
,we- ſhall. ind them there like them- 
ſclves, - As for example , thoſe who 
bear & outward reſpe& to the Fa- 
ther:,fiiJing thera concyrring ſo thick, 
149 \ _ to, 


, 
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to teſtihe Chriſts Body to be in the Ht. 
Enchar:ft, "will ſeem to ſay the ſame, 
——_— the words &- ally, and- vore- 
ty, und eracty, to Chriits being i@-the 
rament z - avetring- they «only 
-queſtivtvche manner how he is there; 
which is lawful-even among Catho- 
licks. ; So that you can -ſcarce-diltin- 
guiſh jhem from Catholicks ; till you 
' Come? toicexplication, When, the 
.Catholick fays, that Chriſts Body is 
. the 'Sacrunlent,” as thb ſubſtance 'of 
* Brekd was in' the thing which before 
we calld Bread, 4nd now is 16 more; 
but turn'd into that body grhich was 
hang'd on the Croſs, by an entitative 
and real mutation.. The Proteſtant 
will tell you, that it is ſtill Bread, and 
naturally aad entitatively the ſame 
thing it was before conſecration ; but 
that by Faith (which is a real action z 
it is Chrifts true Budy to vs, ' How 
ts juſtific theſe words, that by Faith 
# is Chriſts -rrue , is ble ; 
vileſs they will have usdelicve by 
Faith, what they tell us is falſe There- 
fore othets ſay, it i#an nce of 
Chriſts Body, as a Bond is cy, money: 
07 "28... >» 


\ 


_— —_— _— "—_ 


T3. —_—_ MM WW 7” TT vw ww” 


11, Ol the word Sacgificet | 
aye > | 
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Peradventure, of enjoying Chriſt in 
Heaven : But, how different - both 
ſenſes are from the Catholick, which 
they would ſhould be thought theirs, 
and from the natural meaning of the 
words ,- every manecan ſce, So that 
the manner of being?Chritts Body, 
which they queſtion, ſignifies whe- 
ther it be truly there or no, atherwiſe 
ther, =y a falſe apprehenſion, they cat! 


Fai 


_- FY 4 4 WY I Ie 
ah PXIFY A— = 


He like is of the words Sacrifice, 
and Altar, and ſuch other.. In 
which the Catholick poſition 

makes theſe words proper; and that 
the Maſs is as, or more, propeny ſig- 
nified by the word Sacrifice, as the 


| Sacrifice of the O/d Law. That there 


is a truc and rcal ſeparation ef the 


Body : f our Saviour from his Blood , 


and proper to the names,” then 
Natur&&an make ; for Nature cannot 

4 make 
F 
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make a true body when the blood is 
ſeparated, nor true blood when the 
body is jeft our ; which in this Sacra- 
ment is performed, and nevertheleſs 
Chrift entire and untouched. Bur, a 
Proteſtant will tel] you that, when 
the Holy offcrſhg is call'd a Sacrifics, 
Tis -megnt @ Sacrifice of p_ or 

wing ; that is, in reality, no 
-marr3.4 bows outward Cy 
of praiſe gr thankſgiving : Others, 
that it is a reſemblance or repreſents- 
tion of a Sacrifice, viz. of that of the 


M. Croſs, fo that you ſee the diffe- 


rence. of the two fignificatons is no 
leſs, then when by+the ſame wotd, 
Chriſt, one means Ciifiſts Perſon, a- 
—_— « Crucifix- or the picture of 


= I MT = zz 2x ea a a co co O::o. a. ca C<CQC if 
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i. lk. 


th 
> — 


12. Of the word Prieſthood. 


Þ* conſequence and conformity to 
this, they abuſe the word Prieſt- 
hood. For reading all Antiquity 
gloriouſly full of this name, they mult 
alſo uſc it, But finding St. Paul had 
too expreſly taught us, that a Prieſt 
vas apublick er, ordain'd-to of- 
fer to God Gifts and. Sacrifices, andl 
that he ought-to be legitimately call'd 
to the office; and. that Catholicks 
take Prieſthood in this ſence : And 
on the other ſide, how themſelves had 
taken out of the Church all ſolemn 
Offerings and Sacrifice, the buſineſs 
of a Prieſt ; nevertheleſs ſhame ori 
one ſide, and ambition. on the other, 
egg'd them on fo call themſelves 
Prieſts; they were forced tg corrupt 
the Word Sacrifice, firſt, as is dectay 
ted, to,come to the name Proeſthood. 
> thatQPrieſt, in the Proteſtant 
neaning;Jis an Officer choſen to fing 
F Gta \ @ Pſalms 


, 
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Pſalms in the fight of the People : 

Which, how difterent it is from the 

Catholick explication, of being the 
blick Officer of the eternal 6acri- 
; is too plain to be declared, 


< 2. Of the word Faich, 


He abuſe of this narhe Faith, mult 
not! be omitted. This Catho- 
licks ms for a perſwafion of ſuck 
as are necefſiry to bring us to 
00d life and falvition; which per- 
waſion we ſettle upon "Chriſts Do- 
Qrine, delivered to us by Tradition bf 
the Churchz a meaning clear in the 
Apoſile, who es himſelf to 
fpeake of Faith that works byCharity. 
Now, the firlt Proteſtants took: þ 
word Faith, as excluding Charity, 
and =—_ down _— works as un- 
The later , aſham'd. of 
this, D "Icfiroying good lif: , , and 
plainly contrary tg the def n 
pr Scripture an Fathers, WI 


= 


Baa Ant. 2 
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the ſame Fajth that Catholicks do; 
but wouldhare it have force preciſcly 
out of its being a perſuaſion, and the 
working follow to no effet, but as a 

on,'without any'End ; where» 
as Catholicks make the perſuaſion to 
be chiefly or wholly to breed Chari- 
ty, which is the true cauſe of ſalvati- 
on. "But; the Frevbieginn party, and 


the fr etnges ing Proteſtants, have 
uite-cha ps. deftroyed Faith : 
3 is 42 uaſion that the 
pon 2opathe in erſ, 
is the of © ew eMfnzre; Jnd' (ha 


re of Gene, through 
etits'of Chriſt, without any re- 

£946 his workadnd| ife.. Of which 

Ge fo revelation, 

E”: TBE. OR upon" the 
br&of G effeft ; and 


 fo'tls clear, th have nothing 


"kke Figs Ne Toh Yre v1 

Key at leaſt orc arcale, hou 
oe : gh Me: 409. 

2 4 | P3; id 62”! "i 

«WO 1% 4 by 
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t+ Of the _.” Head of the 
| Church. | 


(poi underſtand by Head F* 
the Church, 2 nof Per- 
ha oo "uy FE , & imy 
power'd wi ity in $piri 
nd FEedleaſtical th hings ,- to, pr 
and true diſcipline among 
ſtians. ., Proteſtants Will hayg it, PAL 
we ſct the P Tbavo all that is call. 
ed God, and that fel Form 


of 6ur Faith, us S 
IO 's diſqutc pls pack 


ley or ynbelicve w rhe Jilt ; 
him. the more.moderate 


think ven feat i Ms 


when. they uriſhg, 
Es 


gainſt. oy Fe jofalliti 


power to'dl poſe Princes and' 

points, which Catholicks 
freely-and ſtrongly as they, Sa 
ledging only in him an uni ſal ſu- 


TO. 
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' ptrintendency over the Church wn Spr- 
rutaals ; and, for Tem oal;, they arc 
fo far from believing lim ſole and ar- 
| - bitrary Diſpoſer of Crowns, that 
they þclieve all his, and all Church- 
mens coercive civil power ( where 
themſclves are not temporal Princes) 
is wholly derived from the civil Ma- 
giſtrates ; though, whenthe Laws of 
any Nation have Eſtabliſht- on 
Church-men any temporal Authority, 
'tis free for them to exerciſe it as well 
as for others. 


. PY 
. oY __—_—— 
a —___—— — 


I5. Of Fundamentals and 
not Fundamental; 


F 66; is. a diſyuCtion deviſed by: 
Proteltants to ſtop certain gaps 

with, that elfe would let in upon 1 
ſeveral dangerous Arguments, As 
when Catholicks fay ; the -Scyiptars: 
aloneyi9 nota ſuſhcient rule of Faith, 
but of its;frequent abſcurny, 
ey @{wer;'tis clear as the$yn in all 
-, L Fimn- 
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Fundamentals: An anſwer not onty 
untrue (if we believetthe 2 Per.3.16. 
where the Unlearvediand Unſtable are 
faid to pervert the Scripture to their 
own Perditzon : Whence 1 Argue, cis 
ther the Texts reflected on by St Fe- 
ter, contain fundamentals -or ot; if 
they do, then plainly the Scriptures 
__— to u ritand in. Fundamen- 
tals; if not, then a man may be 
daran'd for crring in a point not Fune 
damental ; Nor does the Apoſtle 
ſpeak of faftious and malicious Inter- 
reters, but of Unlearned and Inſta- 
z Which two words cergprehend 
many an honeſt Man, and almoſt all 
Women'in the World: But,which we 
now mult accuſe it of, 'tis a mcer 
ſhift, till -they tell vs which are Fun- 
damentals ; a task that hitherto I do 
not know, they have ſo much as un- 
Again, when'we charge them with 
in, when we charge them wit 
their great and many © unreal 
in Faith among owes 'they 
repry, 2 t 
mph uf Frottn 4 
beſides its incoherence wi 


Irine, 


; 
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NoQtrine, that where there are no Bi- 
ſhops, there's no Ordination ; and 
' where no Ordinatiofh, no Clergy, or 
Paſtors; where no Paſtors, no Flock, 
that is, no Church; ant where no 
Church, they ſurely want ſome Fun- 
damental : Beſides this, 'tis as meer 
a ſhift in this caſe as in the former ; 
till they either ſhew us their Funde- 
*icutals, or recommend us to ſome 
Authority that"can affure us they a- 
gree- in Fundamentals, though it can- 
not ſay' a_ are the Fundamentals. 
The-Secr we hayo had long ex- 
prvnay vgvg able” to reconcile 

them's _— ſo many hold that, and 
er continue their differences both in 
aith.and diſcipline. 


16, Of Necellary to Sal- 


vation, 


fi Tile has much affinity with 

the former, yet becauſe "tis 
by Proteſtants otherwiſe apply'd, it 
ſhall be by me digin&ly treated, All 
that's neceſlary to Salvation ſay they, 
we will cxactlyrteachand obſerve, but 
that without which a Man may be ſa- 
ved,we think indifferent to be done or 
omitted.By that Profeſſion it appears, 
- they conſider the Neceſſity of Salvati- 
on with reference to Particulars, and, 
as it is uſual to take our meafures for 
others by experience of our ſelves, 
apprehend That abſolutely unneceſſa- 
ry, without which they conceit they 
can do well enough themſelves. In 
which they ſometimes go ſo far as to 
condemn the reſt as vain, and . 
ſtitious , eſpecially if it be 
prefly found in the Wor 
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and if it. come to |be impoxy'd; deſer- 
ving for that reaſon to be o ppog'd, 
Cathelicks in that expreſhon look not 
upon Particulars, but the Communi- 
ty, and think a command may be ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, thongh ſorne par- 
ticulars may be ſaved without it, if it 
be needful to others, The different 
conſequences of theſe two explicati- 
ons are very important. If a man -. 
may be ſaved without keeping Faſt- 
ing days, ſay ſome, what need he 
himfcif: to that unneceſſary trou- 
le? And fo Lent,-and other 
Faſts ar@commanded both by Church 
and Stare, they are yet obſerved by / 
ſew. And 'tis the ſame in ſeveral 0- 
ther points both of belicf and practiſe. . 
Now if ſuch a liberty-were extended 
topolitick Laws, the diſorder wonld 
be: very great and very manifeſt.” If - 
a man ſhould thmk it permitcable, be- 


cauſe he is would employ 
the rionlnd wor brat alſo feithfully 
reſtore it afrer-3 while, to take his 
i who is Rich, and 


*;not, and peradventure miſ- 
pends he would ſoon be convin- 
i L' 3 cede .! 
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ced by the inconvenience of the Com+ 
mon-wealth, chat his ſpeculation were 
very unreaſonable. 


—— 
et 


17, Of the word Reretick, 


N the common Language of Ca- 
—_ the word. Herenck, has 
always ſignified, One who re- 

tuſes-t0 h__ ſome Doctrine which 
he knows is taught by the Church as 
apoint of Faith. Proteſtants, ſecing 
thodanger, into Whichſucha Notion 
would ingage them; // have -chang'd 
it mto- quite another thing., defining 
an: deretick to be One who refuſes 
to believe fome Fundamegtal point 
of-Doctrin tavght by the Scripture ; 
and thus they reduce the crime of He- 
rehe, fe- __ en by all Anti« 

gity, to ſuch a ſhppery deſcription, 

at 'tis not only-1mpoſſible to bypro- 


ved; but even impoſflible to. 
rine 


mitted. 'Tis butſaying, 
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T hold is, io my, judgment,. the trac 
ſenſe of Gods Word; and if | err, 'ris 
no more than every man may do; and 
canſequently, he has no more right 
to be my Judg, than 1. to be his : It he 
have power, he may-puniſh me «s a2 
Hereticks, and ſo ray I do him,when 
| get the power :: But, unleſs he have 
Authority, neither can he judg me, 
nor | him to be an Heretick, 

Some. to avoyd this inconvenience, 
take a (Horter way, and call him, and 
him only , an Herer«&,, whodenyes 
fome ' Article of the Apoſtles Creed. 
But whas will this. fair plea avail, if 
any ſhould affirm, that neither all, ncr 
only Fundamentals, arc contain'd in 
that Crecd ? ſince 7uſtrficarion by ons 
ly Faith-is a Fundamental, and not. 
there) and Chrilts deſcent-into Hell 
is there}, and not a, Fundamental, * 


Appenais. 
Conclufion.” 7 


JF we ſhould thus runover all the 
ints controverted between Ca- 
tholicks, and all that have ſeparated 
themſelves from the . Catholick 
Church, we ſhould find. yery few 
freely diſputed ; but that either they 
calumniate the Catholick poſition, or 
counterfeit it. As, concerning [mas 
es and Saints ; they pretend we wor- 
p them as Gods For ' Marriage, 
they report we difallow it : For the 
Merits of Chrift, they ſay we rely not 
on them; becauſe -we underſtand 
them otherwiſe then they do. For, 
the- Catholick Church underftands, 
that Chriſt, by his Iife and;paſſion, 
procured the Eſtabliſhment 'of the H. 
Churchy the Breaching of the Gofpet 
over the whole Earth ; A ſetled means 
to continue and encreaſe what he, by 
himſelf and his Apoſtles, begun; A 
ſeed and root of good life, planted by 
ſending the H. Ghoſt to remain in the 
Church for ever; A Governmqeht of 


24.8 


Biſhops and Dotours for evg; Sa- - 


ctaments to be Univerſ; ini- 


ſtred;, 


1 
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fared; Extraordinary Examples of 
Heroick verti.s, in Martyrs, ConfeC- 
ſours, Monks and- Nuns; and, ta a 
word, all that was neceſſary to bring 
the Univerſality of Man-kiod to Hca- 
venly bliſs; and theſs means to be 
deriv'd to ſingle Perſons, according to 
Gods all good providence, and the 
connatural fuite of cauſes. The Prg- 
. teſtant underſtands, that Chriit, in his 
private prayer, ſpake to his Father,in 
particular for every one of the Pre- 
deſtinate, to ſave him, for his and his 

afſions ſake ; and ſo infers, that the 

licf, that he is one of thoſe for 
whom-Chrift ſpetially pray'd, is thac 
which mutt apply the grace granted 
by Chriſts eternal Father to his ſoul 
and thinks the Catholick relys not up. 
on Chriſts merits, becauſe he doth ic 
not ſofillily. as he does. In Pernavce, 
the Catholick holds it a <acrament, in 
form of a judgment ; in which the pe- 
nitent is abſolv'd or condemn'd, ac- 
cording to his deſert : The Proteſtant 
holds gnly, as it were a complement, 
of ones acknowledging himſelf a fin- 
ner, RNS and that 


the 
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the prexcher without farther ceremo 
ny abſolve him. Thoſe who believe 


' 


-pot the myiteries of the Tyirzry and | 


Incarnation, nevertheleſs uſe thc 
words of One God and Three Perſons ; 
and profeſs, that, though they hol 
the Son and H. Ghoſt ro be Crea- 
tures, yet that they are to be called 
each of them God : And likewite, 
though ſome hold Chriſtro have no o- 
qher Nature then. of a Man, et that 
he is juſtly called God, for his great 
perfe&tions and Unity in Charity 
with God. 


It were ſuperfluous ts:nultiply 


moreexam = to ſhew how it is tot 
the zeal of the truth 5 but either 1g- 
norance, in re who do not under- 
ſt#nd the true difference betwixt the 
Catholick Cnurch and its deferters; 
or Malice, in them, who diſguiſe ei- 
ther their own tenets, or thoſe of the 
Catholick parry, God profper the 
labours of thoſe who ſeek Unity, and 
by his ſweet conduR, bring atl who 
profeſs the name of Chriſt iflto per- 


feft concord in one Flock, ly Unity 
in Faith and Charity. | 
FINfDg 


